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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy

The report reviewing the Pierce County mental health system has been com‐
pleted and is the subject of this month’s unit mee ngs. The study is availa‐
ble here. To save costs, it will be emailed to members whose email address‐
es are available and printed copies will be mailed to those without email.
The focus of this report is on serious mental illness in adults, i.e., severe de‐
pression, bipolar disorder (also called manic depression), schizophrenia and
others. It describes what services are provided and by whom, the roles of
various government and non‐governmental agencies, the adequacy of ser‐
vices to meet current needs, and conclusions about those services. It also
iden fies issues and ques ons for the community to consider.
The report is in four sec ons. The first is a story about a fic onal character,
“Leigh”, that illustrates mental illness, its impact on families and issues that
emerge when pa ents and families seek help. Members may recall reading
that sec on last year, although it has been expanded. The second is a more
technical discussion of how the system works. The third presents the com‐
mi ee’s findings and lays out issues and ques ons for the community to ad‐
dress in order to improve Pierce County’s response to mental illness. The
fourth is a set of appendices that provide details to support the findings of
the report.
The report describes many changes that are needed to provide what the
commi ee feels are adequate mental health services in Pierce County.
Please think seriously about these findings.
The unit mee ngs this month are open to the public, as always, but only
League members who have read the study may par cipate in the consensus
por on of the mee ngs.
Consensus ques ons are on page2.
Many thanks to the commi ee who produced this study over the last two
years:
Evonne Agnello
Pamela Basea
Dorothy Bremner
Bobbie Fletcher
Catherine Cantwell Luria

Leanne Kennedy
Sharon Peace‐Doan
Ginny Peterson
Cynthia Stewart
Ann Williams

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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Consensus Questions for Unit Meetings on Mental Health Study
Our answers to the consensus ques ons should point to a clear posi on on mental health services in Pierce County
that will allow League members to take ac on. They are:
I. Regarding the changes iden fied on pages 36 to 42 of this report (listed below),
A. Which do you agree are needed?
B. Which do you feel should be publicly funded?
1. More mental health services and improved public transporta on to and from outlying areas of
Pierce County.
2. More preven ve services .
3. More intercep ve and rehabilita ve services.
4. Restored drug treatment funding.
5. Increased jail diversion programs.
6. More outpa ent community and treatment services.
7. Transi on and a er‐care resources.
8. Suﬃcient, stable and aﬀordable housing.
9. Solu ons to the problems at Western State Hospital.
10. Assessment of whether mental health needs are being met equitably across Pierce County’s vari‐
ous ethnic popula ons.
11. Training and respite care for families of mentally ill individuals.
12. More training for personnel to Implement System Improvements.
13. Ways to fund training for addi onal mental health personnel.
14. Increases in mental health care reimbursement rates.
15. Higher salaries and/or financial incen ves (e.g., student loan benefits) for mental health profes‐
sions.
16. New technology, such as telehealth care.
17. Greater use of psychiatric nurse prac oners to compensate for the shortage of psychiatrists.
18. Training home care workers, adult family home care workers, primary care providers, home health
care coordinators, community health workers.
19. Training for 911 professionals and police oﬃcers who respond to emergency calls that may involve
the mentally ill.
20. CIT (Cri cal Incident Training) for other first responders (ambulance, fire, and emergency room
personnel).
21. Cross‐discipline crisis interven on training.
22. Monitoring and evalua on of mental health services through regular stakeholder mee ngs for
con nuous quality improvement.
C. What should be the funding source for these changes?
A. Exis ng Pierce County budget?
B. State budget?
C. A new Pierce County Mental Health and Chemical Dependency sales tax?
D. A new Pierce County Housing and Related Services sales tax?
E. Other (please specify).
II. What changes are needed in Pierce County’s laws, regula ons, and/or administra on to improve the County’s be‐
havioral health system?
III. What changes to State services and funding are needed? Should these be recommended to LWVWA for ac on?
IV. Where should this report be sent, in addi on to the Pierce County Council and Execu ve and Legislators repre‐
sen ng Pierce County?
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President’s Message
A huge thanks to everyone who helped make our forum, Money and Civility in Poli cs:
Are they Related?, a success. We counted over 70 a endees and a number of them
were from other organiza ons in the community. I think we all learned something; some
things we appreciated, and others we may have disagreed with. Educa on is one of our
core values, and I think that happened.

The board is looking for a Volunteer Coordinator. Once a month, Diane Kerlin, Member‐
ship Chair, Marianne Seifert, and I meet with our Membership/Leadership coach to ex‐
plore ways the League can reach out to new members and encourage current members
to get involved. One of the sugges ons was to recruit a Volunteer Coordinator whose
responsibility would be to connect members with projects they are interested in working
on. Many members have completed the interest survey, now we need to oﬀer you opportuni es to par cipate in
our work. This would be an oﬀ‐board posi on, but the coordinator would have our full support. Please contact me
if you are interested in more informa on.
And….Spring is coming!! Along with the good weather comes our annual mee ng, LWVWA Council and LWVUS
Conven on as well as another fundraiser. Thanks to every one of you who supports League so well.
Ruth Ann Hatchett

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
February 20 Forum
At left, our new office facility
provides space for forums and
other meetings. On February
20 there was a large crowd,
and still space left over.

At right, panelists (from left) Bruce Boram, Cathy
Allen, John Curley and Brian Ebersole, filling in
for Sam Reed. Not shown, Terry Bergeson, Moderator.
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Highlights of Recent Board Meetings
January 26

February 23




















We gained one new member in December.
The December Finance Drive totaled $1,755. With
the con nued need for funds, the Board is seeking
ideas and volunteers for the fund‐raising com‐
mi ee. Contact the League Oﬃce if interested.
The LWVT‐PC’s re‐wording of LWVUS’s “Equality of
Opportunity” was well received by other Leagues
across the Na on.
Consensus ques ons for the Mental Health report
done by the Mental Health Commi ee were pre‐
sented for review, discussed and sugges ons were
made and received. Cynthia Stewart will report
back to the commi ee.
The Gig Harbor Unit asked how to use dona ons
given in the name of one of their members. It was
moved, seconded, and passed that a set of The
State We Are In would be purchased with the dona‐
ons, and distributed for voter educa on for youth
or gi s for guest speakers at forums.
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow requested the use of the
League oﬃce on April 29, 30 and May1 for the sell‐
ing of her fabric art. She will donate part of her
earnings to the League T‐PC. The Board approved
the request. A policy will be wri en for future uses
of this kind of the oﬃce.
John Thurlow reported that we are close to com‐
ple on and distribu on of the TRY.
Ann Williams reported for Voter Services that there
are several schools who have agreed to have the
League do classroom presenta ons on voter regis‐
tra on with students in the next few months.
The February Forum is coming together with speak‐
ers, assignments, publicity, and facility planning
well underway.

Welcome to Our New Members!
Donna Ewing
Rosa Beth Gibson
Sue Minahan (Associate Member)





















We gained two new members in January
An addi onal $112.50 was received from the fi‐
nance drive, for a total of $1,867.50 for this year’s
drive.
The LWVWA Board voted to support a proposal
from LWV Minnesota to amend LWVUS bylaws to
change membership requirements. The proposal
would remove the age requirement (currently 18
years) and the ci zenship requirement to be a
member, and it would remove the associate mem‐
bership.
LWVWA would like to coordinate with local
Leagues who want to have Congressional candi‐
dates’ forums, so that there is no confusion when
there is more than one League involved.
Lyz Kurn z‐Thurlow con nues to receive favorable
feedback from our League’s proposal on global
warming as well as proposed rewording of the
LWV’s “Equality of Opportunity” statement.
The Board supports having a volunteer coordinator,
using our membership interest survey to match up
with projects and ac vi es the League may create.
Recruitment and explana on will take place at each
unit mee ng.
Fundraising possibili es were discussed and a com‐
mi ee will be convened to look at similar opportu‐
ni es such as the TAM event last year.
It was suggested that a rack card be developed for
adver sing, and the Board supported this. John
Thurlow will look into costs. Cynthia Stewart will
bring possible designs to the next mee ng.
Distribu on of the TRY went smoothly, with in‐
creased numbers of volunteers adding to the suc‐
cess. Out of 6000 printed, there are about 300 le
for the year. Susan updated the distribu on list.
The forum on Money & Civility in Poli cs: Are They
Related? was well‐a ended. It received mixed but
largely favorable feedback. Concerns were the lack
of push‐back by the panel about money aﬀec ng
elec on and civility. The facili es were excellent
and met our needs.
The Annual Mee ng will take place at the First
United Methodist Church on June 4 (This was later
changed to June 11 due to a conflict.)
Na onal Conven on delegates for our League will
be Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and Cheryl Mann.
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Observer Report of the Puyallup City Council Meeting
February 9, 2016
by Mary Kohli
This was the first mee ng that I have a ended since the two new council members have been
on the council and a new mayor and deputy mayor were determined. The rela onships between the council mem‐
bers seem to have improved. I thought they were respec ul of each other and the audience. A endance was low
with probably a 50/50 split between city staﬀ members and the public. Seven ci zens spoke during the comment
session. Most of them I had heard speak before to the Council. One individual, who is a “champion” of open rec‐
ords, was very cri cal of one council member. I did not understand all that he was saying, but he felt she was “an ‐
transparency.” He le the mee ng early, before that council member was able to speak to the situa on. Other
council members defended her no ng that she had tes fied before a state legisla ve commi ee considering a bill
related to open records. Another ci zen spoke to me a er the mee ng, knowing that I was from the League, saying
that the council was not looking at the details of the bill. I will try to find out about the bill and if the League has a
stand on it.
Another major issue of the mee ng was “System Development Charges.” A presenta on was made by the City Man‐
ager. There was general feeling that these charges need to be increased (connec on fees for new developments
including private homes and businesses). The burden should not be put on exis ng tax payers. However, there was
also a concern that new developments not be scared away from the city. This will be further studied by staﬀ and the
council.
The City Manager spoke of the need to clean up and revise the current “council rules.” Input was given by council
members.
The mee ng was adjourned a er about two hours to Execu ve Session. I did not stay for the final adjournment.
Mee ng evalua on: Ques ons on the Observer sheet regarding standards were posi ve. One council member
needed to speak up (so voice). The mee ng was televised on Channel 22. Background informa on on the mee ng
is on their website. All council members were present.

Report on Affordable Housing
By Helen Sohlberg
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development released a 2017 proposed Budget which includes the fol‐
lowing:







New mandatory spending focused on helping Americans secure and maintain aﬀordable housing,
Ending homelessness,
Protec on from discrimina on,
Rental assistance,
Opportuni es for Na ve American youth,
Revitaliza on of high poverty neighborhoods.

The Pierce County Aﬀordable Housing Consor um will sponsor a public mee ng on aﬀordable housing on Tuesday,
March 8 from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm at the Asian Pacific Cultural Center, 4851 South Tacoma Way. The featured
speaker will be Denny Heck, U.S. Representa ve for Congressional District 10. See more informa on at h p://
aﬀordablehousingconsor um.org/.
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CITY CLUB of TACOMA

Upcoming Events

March 2—Trafficking: Slavery in 2016
6:00pm ‐ Wine Social

March 16—Proposed Methanol Plant: Just the
Facts
11:30am‐1:15pm
Landmark Center, 47 St. Helens Ave, Tacoma
Buy ckets here

6:10pm ‐ Dinner
7:00pm ‐ Announcements
7:10pm ‐ Program
8:15pm ‐ Adjourn
University of Puget Sound
Upper Marshall Hall (same bldg. as Rotunda)
1500 N. Warner St., Tacoma
Buy ckets here
Panelists:
 Jill Goodman, Board President, WA Engage
 Mark Lindquist, Pierce County Prosecutor
 Eric Bauer, The a orney who fought against back‐
page.com in the WA State Supreme Court, to allow
the website to be sued for facilita ng illegal con‐
tent that promoted traﬃcking. He prevailed.
 Personal Story Jeri Moomaw‐Traﬃcking survivor

Panelists:
 Murray Vic Godley ‐ President NW Innova ons
 Melissa Malo ‐ Ci zens for a Healthy Bay
 Eric de Place ‐ Policy Director at Sightline Ins tute
 Joe Tieger ‐ EPA Specialist
 Moderator: Ma Driscoll ‐ TNT

Futurewise Annual Luncheon Fundraiser—March 16
Annual Spring Luncheon
& Livable Communities Awards
Wednesday, March 16, 2016
Noon‐1:15pm | The Wes n Sea le
Register here.

Voter Production
& Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Publicity:

Cynthia Stewart
Susan Eidenschink
Julie Oﬀner

Lucinda Wingard
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Thank you to those who distributed 2016 TRYs throughout Pierce
County
It’s always a big job to get those thousands of TRYs out to all of the sites where they are needed. Many
thanks to everyone who helped with distribu on.

Terri Baker

Ingrid Cur s

Susan Eidenschink

Paula Eismann

Bobbie Fletcher

Ruth Ann Hatchet

Mary Kohli

Aviva Lemberger

Cynthia Lorch

Judy Payne

Nancy Pearson

Jo Rodman

Janet Siano

John Thurlow

Judy Wood

Many thanks to the speakers on February 20,
who all graciously donated their time in spite of
normally receiving speaking fees. From left, Terry
Bergeson, Bruce Boram, Cathy Allen, John Curley,
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
(formerly Lakewood &
Neighbors)
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf,
eazul@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253‐
265‐0841

This Month: March – Pierce County Mental
Health Study Consensus
At the March Unit mee ngs, you will be able to par cipate in dis‐
cussion dealing with the mental health study and a empt to come
to consensus on aspects of this issue in Pierce County. Currently,
there is no posi on on mental health in Pierce County, so this is an
opportunity to work toward a posi on upon which we would be
able to act.

Next Month: April – News on the 2016 Legislative Session
At the April Unit mee ngs, news of happenings in the 2016 Legis‐
la ve Session will be presented, along with a discussion on policy
changes. Look through the weekly Legisla ve Newsle ers you
receive via email, and bring ques ons you have on legisla on
which aﬀects or interests you.

Last Month: February – Money and Civility in
Politics Forum
In lieu of unit mee ngs in February, there was a general member‐
ship mee ng, a forum on Money and Civility in Poli cs at the First
United Methodist Church. This forum was open to the public, and
over 70 people a ended. Following the forum, a endees enjoyed
food, including a League 96th anniversary cake, and visited our
new oﬃce space in that building.

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

For more information, see www.tacomapiercelwv.org or call 253-272-1495

March 2016

Page 9
LWVT-PC Calendar February—May 2016

March 8
2:00—3:30 pm
March 10
1:00—3:00 pm

March 11
10:00 am—Noon

March 12
10:00 am—Noon

March 12
2:00—4:00 pm

March 16
Noon—1:00 pm

Aﬀordable Housing Public Mee ng
Asia Pacific Cultural Center
4851 South Tacoma Way, Tacoma

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Mental Health Study Part II & Con‐
sensus
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

April 14
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

April 20

Deadline for May Voter ar cles

April 26
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

East Pierce Unit Mee ng

Legisla ve Session Update
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Legisla ve Session Update
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

621 Tacoma Ave. S., Ste. 202
Tacoma

Mental Health Study Part II & Con‐
sensus
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

May 11
9:00 am‐3:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

May 12
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

May 13
10:00 am—Noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng

May 14
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng

May 14
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

May 24
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

June 11
10:00 am—1:30
pm

LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng
621 Tacoma Ave. S.
Tacoma

Mental Health Study Part II & Con‐
sensus
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Futurewise Annual Spring Lunch‐
eon

March 20

Deadline for April Voter ar cles

March 22
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

April 9
10:00 am—Noon

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Mental Health Study Part II & Con‐
sensus
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

The Wes n
1900 Fi h Avenue, Sea le
RSVP required: h ps://
www.eventbrite.com/e/futurewises‐
annual‐spring‐luncheon‐on‐march‐
16‐2016‐registra on‐20737029012

April 8
10:00 am—Noon

April 9
2:00—4:00 pm

621 Tacoma Ave. S., Ste. 202
Tacoma

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Project Homeless Connect
Puyallup Fair Grounds
Help register voters
Loca on to be announced

Topic of Choice
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Topic of Choice
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Topic of Choice
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Topic of Choice
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

621 S. Tacoma Ave, #202
Tacoma
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Secretary

Paula Eismann

253‐863‐8845, peismann60@comcast.net

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Sharon Peace‐Doane

253‐265‐0841; hrdoanes@comcast.net

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Ann Williams

253‐759‐3355; willar12000@yahoo.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any citizen of voting age, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50. If you are not a citizen and/or 18 years of age, you may become an Associate Member for $37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-2301

