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East Pierce (April 8), Tacoma (April 13) SW Pierce (April 14)
Units—See Calendar for Times
Alison McCaﬀree will present a discussion of What is Redistric ng and
Reappor onment (R&R), and Why is it Important? Three ques ons to
think about for the upcoming Unit mee ng are:


What criteria would you use to ensure that districts fairly
represent the people of our state?
 How would you like to see Washington State’s districts de‐
fined diﬀerently?
 Do you think that the LWVWA should submit our own plan
to the 2021 Redistric ng Commission?
The following background was provided by Alison.
What is Redistric ng and Reappor onment?
Redistric ng and reappor onment are fundamental processes in our
U.S. representa ve republic. Our founding fathers wrestled with how to
achieve ideal representa on. R & R a empts to ensure a fair distribu‐
on of poli cal power.
Continued, page 5

Gig Harbor/Key Peninsula Unit - April 8, 2 :00 pm
Tamara Saarinen, Youth Services Librarian for Pierce County Library in
Gig Harbor and Gig Harbor League member, will present a webinar ‐
tled “Post‐Truth: Fake News and a New Era of Informa on Literacy”
produced by the American Library Associa on (ALA).
“Can you spot fake news? Do you know how to help others differentiate between truth and fiction? … [L]earn how you can be a
better ambassador for information literacy.
“A recent Stanford Graduate School of Education study found that
most students, middle school through college, struggled to distinguish between credible and unreliable news articles. Many adults
have the same challenge.”
–ALA
A er the webinar, Tamara will oﬀer useful handouts and lead group
discussion.

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/ ● LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/
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President’s Message
April is here already and lots is going on in the League. Voter registra on con nues at
various venues, classroom presenta ons are being made, the third Civility forum will
have taken place on April 1, the fundraising commi ee is discussing sustainability, mem‐
bers are advoca ng on our issues, and there are opportuni es to present our work to
civic organiza ons. If you have a contact in a local organiza on that would like to hear
about our work, let me know. There are several members who can make the presenta‐
on.
A top priority of League work focuses on vo ng; Protec ng Vo ng Rights, Educa on and
Engaging Voters. The LWVUS has joined with allied organiza ons calling for the President
to produce evidence to support his unlawful vo ng claims – or put these to rest. Chris
Carson, LWVUS President sent the following message:
We know that wide‐spread voter fraud is a myth perpetuated to push elec on laws that restrict vo ng. We cannot
allow false claims to drive policies that will limit par cipa on in our elec on process. If you agree, add your name
as a co‐signer of Commissioner Weintraub's le er now. Tell President Trump it’s me to stop spreading misinfor‐
ma on and undermining voter’s faith in our elec ons.
There are many issues for members to advocate for. I encourage you to take ac on based on your priori es.
— Ruth An n Hatchett

Please Welcome New Members
Susan Hesselgrave
Diane Kawell
Erin Quann

Wendes Jones
Vanessa McKinney
Ned Wi ng

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County is a
nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed
and active participation in government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy issues, and influences
public policy through education and advocacy.

Board Highlights—February 2017
By Julie Offner
The Tacoma‐Pierce County League’s Board of Directors
met on February 28. Treasurer Susan Eidenschink re‐
ported that with five new members joining in January,
our membership is now 131—the first me we have
reached this level in a number of years.
Roxanne Miles, Fiscal & Sustainability Commi ee Chair,
proposed that we hold fundraising appeals in the spring
and fall. A fundraiser in May is a possibility. She also
recommended that we be more proac ve in seeking
sponsors to help underwrite the prin ng of the TRY.
Given the recent influx of new members, it was sug‐
gested that they be invited to the oﬃce for an explana‐
on of League ac vi es. President Ruth Ann Hatche
will follow up with the Member Services Commi ee.
The Board endorsed changes to the bylaws that will
impact the ming of dues collec on. The recommend‐
ed revisions will be presented to the membership at
our annual mee ng in June.

We have several volunteers for a Speakers’ Bureau.
Ruth Ann reported that Alison McCaﬀree had volun‐
teered along with Cheryl Mann and Lyz Kurnitz‐
Thurlow.
The Board ra fied the composi on of the Budget Com‐
mi ee which John Thurlow has agreed to chair. Educa‐
on Fund Treasurer, Judy Payne, and Susan Ei‐
denschink, T‐PC League Treasurer will serve on the
commi ee along with Shan Vipond, Jacki Skaught and
Kathy Sommers.
Roxanne Miles presented a chart showing a revised
commi ee structure. The Board approved the new
structure. In addi on to the Execu ve Commi ee,
there will be commi ees for Advocacy & Outreach,
Voter Services, Member Services, Program and Finance
& Sustainability. The Board acknowledged that it would
take work to implement, but the new structure will
make roles clearer.
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Civility in Public Discourse:
Maintaining Civility at Home, at Work and on the Street
The March forum again a racted nearly 150 par cipants and received glowing reviews. Here are some images from
that event. Many thanks to ; and ; as well as to co‐sponsors AAUW, NAACP and RAD (Restoring the American Dream).
Check out the next one, April 1, on page x
The expert panel, with Ruth Ann Hatchett, League President, welcoming
the audience
L to R: Brother Pasha, Islamic Center of Tacoma; Rocio Chavez de
Alvarado, Tacoma Community House; Bill Lincoln, the Lincoln Institute; Paula Anderson, New Hope Resource Center; Bryan Yambe, Fife
Deputy Mayor; Sarah Rumbaugh, Community Activis; Ruth Ann Hatchett, President, LWVT-PC..

Moderator

At Left, Maurice Lacunza,
Sound Engineer, at work;
Above and at
Right, Audience
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Just a few of the small group
discussions in progress
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April Unit Meetings—Unit Choice, cont’d from page 1
East Pierce (April 8), Tacoma (April 13) SW Pierce (April 14) Units—See Calendar for Times
U.S. congressional appor onment distributes the seats in the U.S. House of Representa ves (435) among the
50 states according to the most recent cons tu onally mandated decennial census. In Washington, the census also
determines how many people must be represented in each of the 49 legisla ve districts.
Redistric ng changes the boundaries of districts to reflect the change in popula on. Every district should have ap‐
proximately equal popula on, so that everyone’s vote carries the same weight. This process can determine the
likelihood a poli cal party will win a seat and therefore which party will have control.
Why is Redistric ng controversial?
The history of redistric ng has many hard‐fought ba les. Gerrymandering is
not new. Since the early days of the republic, diﬀerent fac ons have been
a emp ng to tailor districts for poli cal gain. Those who wish to safeguard
electoral fairness have ini ated court cases, trained candidates and fought big
money influences.
The largest change in redistric ng rules happened in the mid‐60s when U.S.
popula on growth and migra on to urban areas meant that many districts had
widely varying representa on. In a series of cases, the Supreme Court decided
that popula on disparity violated the U.S. Cons tu on. In addi on, the feder‐
al Vo ng Rights Act of 1965 was passed, designed to combat tac cs denying
minori es the right to an eﬀec‐
ve vote. Many states were
forced to redistrict fairly and
the poli cal power dynamics
changed.

Above, Legislative Bill Room, circa 1965
At Left, Redistricting Committee at work, 1965

In more recent history, the GOP mounted an unprecedented eﬀort
to control state legisla ve bodies in 2010 and then to redraw con‐
gressional districts so they could increase control of the House of
Representa ves. In 2016, Democrats announced a new eﬀort to
look at influencing the redistric ng process a er the 2020 census.
On‐going court cases regarding unfair districts exist in many states,
notably Wisconsin and Arizona.
Technology now makes it possible to draw maps with highly accurate precision and predict voter behavior using
large and diverse sources of data. The Brennan Center for Jus ce says that the result is a poli cal system where
most electoral ba les are fought in primaries and candidates cater to the extremes. Ci zens are le feeling increas‐
ingly that their votes — and voices — do not ma er.” Despite its technical nature, redistric ng has remained a very
big deal.
In Washington State, redistric ng begins with a five‐member Commission appointed in January of each year ending
in one (e.g., 2001, 2011) to develop the boundaries of the Congressional Districts and the 49 legisla ve districts.
Two members are appointed by the two major poli cal par es in each house of the Legislature, and the fi h mem‐
ber is elected by those four. See RCW 44.05.030. RCW 44.05.090 sets forth the guidelines for district boundaries,
including popula ons as nearly equal as is prac cable and use of exis ng poli cal subdivision boundaries to the
extent possible. The plan adopted by the Commission may be amended by a 2/3 majority of the Legislature, but
otherwise remains as adopted by the Commission.
For local boundaries, the respec ve ci es and coun es are responsible for the redistric ng, with the same princi‐
ples as are mandated for the State Redistric ng Commission. County legisla ve authori es (Commissions or Coun‐
cils) are responsible for redistric ng precinct boundaries.
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Consensus for Pierce County Budget Study
The March Unit Mee ngs focused on consensus for the recent study of the Pierce County budget. Following those
mee ngs, a report to the Board of the input was provided, and on March 28, 2017, the Board adopted the follow‐
ing posi on. This is subject to aﬃrma on by the membership at the Annual Mee ng and can be the basis of
League ac on on the Pierce County budget.
The posi on will be printed in the Handbook following the Annual Mee ng, but for the Annual Mee ng, the associ‐
ated recommenda ons for ac on will also be included. This can supplement the Program Planning work done dur‐
ing December.

Position—Pierce County Budget
Pierce County provides both regional services countywide and municipal services for its unincorporated areas.
Washington coun es have fewer funding op ons than ci es do. Pierce County is prevented from providing what
the Tacoma‐Pierce County League of Women Voters (LWVT‐PC) considers a suﬃcient level of service in several cat‐
egories because of lack of revenue to support those services. Therefore, LWVT‐PC supports the following:




Expansion of funding opportuni es for county government.
Full use of exis ng funding opportuni es for eligible county services.
Expansion of County services in the following categories:
 Human Services, including Mental Health and Chemical Dependency
 Housing and Services for the Homeless
 Violence Preven on and Jail Alterna ve programs
 Assigned Counsel for indigent defendants.

Proposed Action Plan
In pursuit of these goals, the following ac on plan is suggested.
LWVT‐PC should encourage the League of Women Voters of Washington (LWVWA) to work with the State Legisla‐
ture to:


Authorize coun es to u lize the business and occupa on tax, u lity tax and/or other funding op ons
available to ci es, so that coun es have the same revenue opportuni es.



Repeal the 1% restric on on property tax growth and assure that any subsequent restric on is at least
equal to annual rates of infla on but not unreasonably high.

Addi onally, LWVT‐PC should:


Work with the Pierce County Council to adopt all available local op on taxes that would support ex‐
pansion of human services, including mental health and chemical dependency, housing and other ser‐
vices for the homeless.



Explore addi onal informa on about tax‐exempt lands in Pierce County and whether tax exemp on
status could or should be changed in order to collect more tax revenue from those not currently con‐
tribu ng property tax.

Further, LWVT‐PC believes that the public is not as aware as they should be of factors contribu ng to decisions
about the budget and levels of services delivered by Pierce County. Therefore, LWVT‐PC should:


Develop and implement a public educa on program/campaign to educate voters on how taxes are dis‐
tributed and used and the voter behaviors and decisions that impact County revenues and services.

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413

April 2017

Page 7

Parking at First United Methodist Church
There is no dedicated parking for the First United Methodist Church. On Tacoma Avenue there is free 90 minute park‐
ing and unlimited parking for those who have a handicapped permit. There is free parking in the parking lot south of
the corner of South 7th Street and South G Street, which is adjacent to the school administra on building, about a block
and a half from the church. This is normally occupied during weekdays but is available on weekends.

April 2017

The Washington Low Income Housing Alliance is a
statewide champion for housing, a coali on of diverse
organiza ons and individuals working together to build
and protect safe, healthy, aﬀordable homes for every‐
one across Washington State. Founded in 1988, the
Housing Alliance is a trusted leader and expert on hous‐
ing and homelessness. Along with a strong combina on
of housing and homelessness organiza ons, funders,
services providers and individual advocates, we work
closely with elected oﬃcials to turn good ideas into
sound policy.
This year, the Housing Alliance annual Conference on
Ending Homelessness will be May 10‐11 in Tacoma. It
is the largest statewide convening of advocates, social
service providers, and government oﬃcials who are
working toward solu ons to end homelessness. The
conference features keynote speakers Dara Baldwin,
MPA, Senior Public Policy Analyst, Na onal Disability
Rights Network; Jus ce Mary Yu, Washington Supreme
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Court; and Israel Bayer, Execu ve Director, Street
Roots. There will be 50 breakout sessions that include:
•Direct service skill building opportuni es
•Sessions exploring diﬀerent housing strategies
and service delivery models
•Federal, state, and local homelessness policy
and advocacy sessions
•Movement building, community organizing,
and an ‐racism/an ‐oppression programming
•Programming addressing specific popula ons,
including youth and young adults, veterans,
people with disabili es, immigrants and refu‐
gees, survivors of domes c violence, and fami‐
lies.
Register for the conference here. Early bird registra on
ends April 25. For more informa on about details of
the conference, check here.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Ingrid Cur s, Judy Payne
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253‐432‐4407

For more information, see
www.tacomapiercelwv.org
or call 253-272-1495

This Month: April – General Meeting on Civility,
Incivility and Civil Disobedience: A conversation
among elected officials and activist organizations;
How to get things done in the face of opposition;
and Unit Meetings on a topic chosen by each Unit.
In April there will be a general mee ng, open to the public, on how
to get things done in the face of opposi on. A panel of experts will
share their opinions and a endees will have an opportunity to dis‐
cuss the issue in small groups.
There will also be Unit mee ngs on a topic chosen by each Unit. The
Tacoma, Southwest Pierce, and East Pierce Unit mee ngs will include
a presenta on by Alison McCaﬀree on redistric ng. At the Gig Har‐
bor Unit mee ng, Tamara Saarinen and Lucinda Wingard will talk
about dis nguishing fake news from real news.

Next Month: May – Summary of Legislation in the
2017 Legislative Session.
In May, Cynthia Stewart will summarize the 2017 Legisla ve Session,
which may or may not have completed its work on how to fund edu‐
ca on in Washington State, along with funding other important
items. A endees will have opportuni es to ask ques ons about leg‐
isla on.

Last Month: March – General Meeting on Civility,
Incivility and Civil Disobedience at home, at work,
and on the street, and Unit Meetings on the Pierce
County Budget with an emphasis on revenue.
In March there was a general mee ng, open to the public, on main‐
taining civility when dealing with those with opinions diﬀerent from
yours at home, at work, and on the street. A panel of experts shared
their opinions and a endees had group discussions and asked ques‐
ons of the panel members. Unit mee ngs were held on the study
of the Pierce County Budget. This was Part 2 of the Budget Study,
focusing on revenue and followed by consensus discussion.

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
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LWVT-PC Calendar - April—June 2017

April 1
1:00—4:00 pm

Civility, Incivility & Civil Disobedience:
A Forum Series—Part II
General Membership Mee ng and
Public Forum
First United Methodist Church
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Apr 8
East Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Unit Choice: Redistric ng
Puyallup Library
324 S Meridian, Puyallup

Apr 8
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: Dis nguishing Fake News
from Real News
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Apr 13
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: Redistric ng
Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Apr 14
Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Unit Choice: Redistric ng
Steilacoom Community Center,
2301 Worthington St, Steilacoom

Apr 20

621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Review
Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

May 12
10:00 am—Noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Review
Steilacoom Community Center,
2301 Worthington St, Steilacoom

May 13
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Review
Puyallup Library
324 S Meridian, Puyallup

May 13
10:00 am—Noon

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Review
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

May 23
10:00 am—Noon

Jun 2‐4

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
League Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

LWVWA Conven on
Best Western Execu ve Inn
200 N. Taylor , Sea le
Get more details here

Deadline for May Voter

Apr 25
LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon League Oﬃce

May 4
5:30—7:00 pm

May 11
1:00—3:00 pm

Jun 17
10:00 am—1:30
pm

LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng
First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave S ., Tacoma

New Member Orienta on & Get‐
Together
First United Methodist Church
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Other Ways to Keep up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Secretary

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Roxanne Miles

253‐222‐1918 ;milespurpose@centurylink.net

Judy Payne

253‐770‐5569; judyann.payne@gmail.com

Ginny Peterson

253‐568‐1011 ; ginnypete_1897@msn.com

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-2301

