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Program Planning—December 9: Educational,
Informative, Collaborative!
by Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
On Saturday, December 9, we will have our Annual Program Planning
Mee ng – and Pot Luck, Raﬄe and Holiday Party ‐ in the United Method‐
ist Church Sanctuary. We gather at 9:30 a.m., start our work at 10:00
a.m., have a lunch break, and then finish our work and hope to win raﬄe
baskets.
Please bring food to share – either breakfast‐like or lunch‐like. Please
also put raﬄe baskets together, either by unit or individually, as you wish.
And bring some money to buy raﬄe ckets. That’s the easy part.
The harder part: Please read ALL of our local posi ons in your Handbook.
Please also read the summary of Na onal Posi ons in our Handbook. For
the full text of any of those, go to this web page.
Every year, we review our local posi ons and decide what we want to
study, where we need to take ac on, if our posi ons are s ll good
enough or s ll relevant. In 2018, Na onal League will have a Conven on
– so we need to look at those posi ons too.
We will begin with discussion of the current LWVUS (na onal) posi ons. I
will do a brief explana on of them, and then we will break into smaller
groups and discuss:
1. Na onal League ‐ What do we want to recommend to LWVUS for
study or ac on?
 We expect that Redistric ng and Gerrymandering will be dis‐

cussed.
 We also assume that Vo ng Rights will be discussed.
 What else we recommend to LWVUS is up to you.
2. Local League – Do we need any new studies (to reach new posi ons)?
 Do any of our posi ons need upda ng.
 Aﬀordable Housing has been men oned. There are many

changes in what is being discussed. Do we need an update.
Please read that posi on and think about it.
 Where do we want to take ac on or learn more?
 And what sort? Studies? Le ers? Public Forums? Informa‐
onal Unit Mee ngs? Other?

Continued, page 9
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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce Coun‐
ty is a nonpar san poli cal organiza on that encour‐
ages informed and ac ve par cipa on in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through educa on
and advocacy.
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2017 Goals
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Message from the President: League Creates Enduring Friendships
When I first joined League, it
was a me when many of us
were stay‐at‐home Moms
who needed an outlet. The
League provided babysi ers
for unit mee ngs and we
were free to consider issues
without distrac on from
kids. I produced the League
newsle er by typing, laying
out, retyping on mimeograph
paper, prin ng via mimeo
machine and then addressing
by hand – during the kids’ nap mes.
Things have changed. Most of us ended up going to
work, benefi ng from the professionalism we gained
from League. We learned policy analysis, advocacy
techniques and organiza onal development skills from

being in League. Many of my friends from that me
were elected to oﬃce or became high‐level govern‐
ment employees. Even more importantly, many of the
League posi ons of that era were eventually adopted
as government policy.
But the part I gained the most from personally was the
friendships. My League colleagues from back then are
s ll my friends today. And today, that is what I s ll val‐
ue most about League. I so admire the vast intelli‐
gence, knowledge, skills ‐ and commitment to democ‐
racy and issues we study and support ‐ of the League
members I know. These a ributes are what allow us to
become enduring friends.
The women and men of League are the best! Thank
you to each and every one of you for your dedica on
to what League does – and for your friendship.
Cynthia Stewart

Highlights of November Board Meeting
By Julie Offner, Secretary
Susan Eidenschink provided the Treasurer’s report and reviewed the income and expenditures for October. She indi‐
cated that income from the fundraiser at Steel Creek amounted to $1,726 while expenses amounted to $693 plus the
$150 deposit. We had one member renewal in October and one new member joined. Total membership is 135. Board
members agreed that we perform a cost‐benefit analysis following an event.
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow reviewed the plans for the upcoming general mee ng. The planning commi ee has recommended
that par cipants break out into small groups to review na onal and local posi ons to make recommenda ons on ac‐
ons, new or updated studies and topics for forums and unit mee ngs. A moderator will guide each group’s discussion.
The Board discussed gerrymandering and redistric ng as areas to focus on at the na onal level.
Finance and Sustainability Chair Roxanne Miles reported that we have raised $8,191 towards the Educa on Fund’s goal
of $12,000. She also announced that we have just received a $1,000 grant from the Puyallup Tribe, having submi ed
an applica on under the aegis of the Educa on Fund.
The Board is asking for volunteers to help staﬀ the oﬃce from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. daily to field phone calls, respond to
emails and check the mail. The Board also formed an ad hoc commi ee to research purchase of a sound system and
video recorder. The emphasis will be on quality and mee ng the needs of hearing impaired
Work is underway on the TRY, reported John Thurlow. He shared prin ng cost es mates from two companies and rec‐
ommended that we obtain a third. It was the consensus of the Board that using a union shop was important.
President Cynthia Stewart reviewed follow‐up eﬀorts from the Homelessness Community Laboratory. She shared a
strategy prepared by steering commi ee of the co‐sponsors. Immediate follow‐up eﬀorts will include le ers to the edi‐
tor, appearances before the County Council and individual mee ngs with Council members.

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
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Finance & Sponsorship Drive
By Roxanne Miles
Check your email and mailbox, because the Finance & Sponsorship Drive is HERE!
The Board is excited about what we have already accomplished and what is to come in 2018. We staﬀed 25 sites
on Na onal Voter Registra on Day, hosted 19 forums in prepara on for the November elec on, started monthly
Conversa on Cafes, and facilitated a workshop on ways to improve services for those experiencing homelessness,
all while con nuing to advocate for a be er behavioral health system.
We are making the diﬀerence we commi ed to make in our community!
Our work plan has been built based on an expectaƟon to raise $12,000 for our educaƟon fund and $9,900 for operaƟons. To date, $9,200 has been raised for the Educa on Fund, primarily through auc on items at the October fund‐
raiser, generous contribu ons from members, a $5,000 grant from the Norcliﬀe Founda on and a $1,000 grant
from the Puyallup Tribe. However, we have only raised $2,000 of our need for opera ons. Our goal is $5,000 by the
end of the year. To accomplish this goal, we are doing a joint sponsorship and finance drive and we need your
help!
Between November 20 and December 20, we are seeking sponsors who will be recognized in our annual directory
of elected oﬃcials, They Represent You (TRY), on the League’s website and in the Voter, our monthly news‐
le er. Email lwvtpcwa@gmail.com if you'd like informa on on the sponsorship program. Sponsor benefits
are oﬀered at three levels: $100, $250, $500. We are also accep ng dona ons of any denomina on towards our
work – which will be very visible as we go into the Legisla ve season.
Give in the way that works best for you:
·
Visit our giving portal (h ps://lwvtpcfinanceandsponsorshipdrive.eventbrite.com) or
·
Complete the finance drive form that has been mailed to you if you’d prefer to mail in a contribu on.
Thank you for your financial and other support!

Some Additional Background for Program Planning
Since redistric ng is large on our minds, with forums coming up this Winter
and Spring, here is some background from LWVUS on the redistric ng is‐
sue.
Re: GERRYMANDERING AND REDISTRICTING: From Impact on Issues, Na‐
onal League’s posi ons.
p. 19: The League of Women Voters believes that congressional districts and government legisla ve bodies should
be appor oned substan ally on popula on. The League is convinced that the standard, established by the Supreme
Court, should be maintained and that the U.S. Cons tu on should not be amended to allow for considera on of fac‐
tors other than popula on in appor onment.
p. 21: The LWV believes responsibility for redistric ng preferably should be vested in an independent special com‐
mission, with membership that reflects the diversity of the unit of government, including ci zens at large, repre‐
senta ve of public interest groups, and members of minority groups. (more details follow) includes – equal popula‐
on, geographic con nuity, eﬀec ve rep. of minori es, par san fairness, preserva on of ‘communi es of interest’,
and respect for boundaries of municipali es and coun es. Reject – protec on of incumbents, preferen al treat‐
ment of a poli cal party.
VOTING RIGHTS: Impact on Issues, p. 17: The League of women Voters believes vo ng is a fundamental ci zen
right that must be guaranteed.
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Meet Katie Baird
I’m a proud fourth‐genera on resident of Pierce County, the great‐granddaughter of a
Lakewood dairy farmer. I moved here in 2000 a er receiving an oﬀer to teach at UWT
back when the university enrolled fewer than 1,000 students. I have a PhD in economics
from the University of Massachuse s, and I was drawn back to the area by family as well
as our mountains, water, and casual lifestyle.
I met my husband, Dave Corbe , during our undergraduate years in California. He is now
an a orney who works out of our home. We have two grown kids; our older son now
works in the Bay Area, and our younger is a junior at Amherst College in Massachu‐
se s. At our kids’ urging, we recently gained a new family member, Kea, a black
lab. Dave and I now dote on her much more than one should dote on a dog.
I first became involved in the League last year while working with Cynthia Stewart and
Ann Williams on a series of elec on‐related events. I was immediately a racted to the League’s mission of pro‐
mo ng civic engagement and good governance. I’m especially impressed with the ini a ve on homelessness the
league is spearheading this year, and hope it con nues to collaborate with others to tackle Pierce‐wide challenges. I
would like to see the League do more to a ract youth, as I think there is a great poten al in this popula on.

Be Sure to Watch NW NOW
on KBTC, December 1, 7:30 pm
KBTC NW Now Program preparation. At
left, League member Ned Witting gets his
microphone adjusted. On his left, Shellie
Willis, Workforce Central; Joe Lewis, Jr.,
Realtor; and Lt. Cynthia Fajardo, Pierce
County Sheriff Commander, share a laugh.
Below, NW Now host Tom Layson begins
his conversation with the group.

Homelessness CoLab
Follow-up
Two steps have been taken a er the
Homelessness CoLab. One is the ap‐
pearance of four of the par cipants on
NW Now, KBTC’s Friday night program,
which will feature homelessness and
include a discussion of the CoLab. The
other is a le er to the Editor of the TNT
co‐signed by the four co‐sponsors of the
CoLab. See the le er on the next page.
We will be mee ng with various elected
oﬃcials over the next few weeks to co‐
ordinate further ac on.
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Homelessness CoLab, cont’d
Next steps for the CoLab include convening the group of par cipants who oﬀered to be involved in next steps. This
will occur in early January. In the mean me, work with several jurisdic ons is being done to lay the groundwork for
forma on of a coordina ng commi ee, as recommended. For the report and recommenda ons, see the League
web site here.
The le er below was submi ed to the TNT with hopes of having it published near Thanksgiving. Since it wasn’t
published, it is here for your informa on. It is s ll valid for everyone.
League of Women Voters® of Tacoma-Pierce County
Education Fund
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Ste. 202 ? Tacoma, WA 98402

As Thanksgiving approaches, most of us can give thanks for what we do not have to do this holiday season. We do
not have to:





Sleep in our car, with no heat and few legal places to park;
Try to stay clean when we have no access to public restrooms or showers;
Find a job despite not having a permanent address or a phone number;
Pay rent at today’s prices on a minimum wage job.

More than 7000 individuals have experienced homelessness this year in Pierce County, a number that rivals the
popula on of Gig Harbor. Thousands more are on the edge of becoming homeless. House prices and rents keep
climbing while the average paycheck stays just about where it was 30 years ago.
There is no simple fix. But if we work together here in the County we can begin to improve the situa on for many.
Start by suppor ng the many agencies, shelters, and church groups dedicated to helping the homeless. We know
for a fact that if people can find transi onal housing when they have lost their homes, most will regain a solid
foo ng. With this kind of assistance, eighty percent of people experiencing homelessness never go fall back into
homelessness.
For those who are homeless this Thanksgiving, make it personal. Try reaching out. Say hello. Acknowledge the
family camping in their car on the edge of the parking lot. Let’s remind ourselves that but for some bad luck, they
used to have a home like we do. With their talents, personality and skills, and with a bit of help from us, they could
have a brighter future. Introduce yourself, ask their name, find out what they need right now.
When you make your tradi onal holiday or year‐end charitable contribu ons, consider also buying daily or monthly
bus passes – or grocery store gi cards ‐ to give to someone who is desperately in need.
Finally, join us in giving thanks for the good luck we have, because who knows what life has in store? We may not
be currently experiencing homelessness, but someday it could be one of us too.
Cynthia Stewart, President, League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County
Gregory Christopher,

President, Na onal Associa on for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
President, Tacoma AAUW (American Associa on of University Women)
Diane Tilstra, President, Restoring the American Dream (RAD)
Susan Hesselgrave,

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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November Unit Meetings
League member Cynthia Lorch (at right in
picture below) organized speakers to talk
about the NW Deten on Center at the
November unit mee ngs.

At left, from L to R, Elizabeth McKercher listened intently in the SW
Pierce Unit meeting, as speaker Peggy Herman, AID NW, and Cynthia Lorch, League member, described detainees and the issues related to them
Below, Peggy Herman, left, shares a good laugh with Cris Amberguy,
right, at the Puyallup Unit meeting.

Below, Cynthia Lorch , left, and Peggy Herman,
right, show baskets and art objects made by detainees from paper. These were given as gifts of thanks
to AID NW volunteers who provided support to
detainees.

Below, League members listen intently to the discussion and
take notes for follow-up. Left to right, Louise Bollman, Jo
Rodman, and Julie Landau, at the Gig Harbor Unit meeting.

If you missed the mee ng, or if you want more informa on,
you can find the glossary here and power point here at the
League web site.
You can help by dona ng clothes, toys and books to AID
NW. A dona on box will be available at the Program Plan‐
ning mee ng.

December 2017
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Observer Report: City of Puyallup
Council Meeting—November 14, 2017
By Nancy Dahl
This mee ng had an extensive agenda with the oppor‐
tunity for ci zens to comment on proposals related to
2018 property taxes, the 2018 city budget and the 2018
update to the Comprehensive Plan. The council granted
unanimous approval for the first reading of all these
proposed ordinances except for the 2018 Tax Levy ordi‐
nance, which council member Johnson opposed. The
major discussions were as follows:






Cliﬀ Craig, City Finance Director, explained the need
for maintaining the annual 1% infla on increase to
property taxes allowed by state law as a necessary
mechanism to keep up with infla on, currently
about 3%. Council Member Swanson, in response
to nega ve public comments about increased prop‐
erty taxes, pointed out that some low‐income prop‐
erty owners are eligible for reduc ons or deferral
of taxes and that informa on can be found on the
WA
State
Dept.
of
Revenue
website
(www.dor.wa.gov/find‐taxes‐rates/property‐tax/
property‐tax‐exemp ons‐and‐deferrals).
Council members Swanson, Palmer and Door ex‐
pressed support for the budget that will further
reduce the city debt while maintaining exis ng ser‐
vices and providing revenue to fund addi onal
needs requested by residents. The budget funds
two addi onal police oﬃcers and a social worker;
renova on of sports fields at the Puyallup Recrea‐
on Center, allowing for use by soccer teams in
addi on to the current use for baseball; Phase 1
development funds for the new Van Lierop Park;
and addi onal funds for downtown Puyallup devel‐
opment. Work is also progressing on design of a
new public safety building to be built on recently
purchased land on South Hill.
Changes proposed to the Comprehensive Plan are
text and map amendments designed to bring area
property into compliance with Puget Sound Region‐
al Council guidelines. They include changes to land
capacity assump ons and policy adjustments to
zoning overlays, rural buﬀers and infill housing.
Map amendments focus on proper es with mul ‐
ple zones and changes to zoning of city‐owned
property primarily to designate it as open space.

These addi onal ordinances were
considered and voted on by council:


2nd Reading ‐ Ordinance establishing compensa on
for Pro Tem Municipal Court judges was approved,
6‐0.



2nd Reading ‐ Ordinance amending the Flood Dam‐
age Protec on Code to correct overly rigid rules
previously enacted by Council. The change allows
plan for retail development at Shaw and Pioneer to
move forward and was approved 6‐0.



1st Reading ‐ Ordinance allowing the Public Works
Director to defer charges to add sewers at
Elmwood Mobile Home Park. This is a low‐income
neighborhood that has been impacted by the Stew‐
art Crossing housing development and the require‐
ment to install sewers in the area to allow for high‐
er density residen al development. The fees for
sewer upgrades at Elmwood will be deferred un l a
future date when the property is sold. Council
member Swanson expressed his dislike for the
method of crea ng policy by excep on and encour‐
aged the council to consider a more general policy
to address the issue of low‐income mobile home
parks with sep c systems soon. Approved 6‐0.



1st Reading ‐ Ordinance to establish uniform rules
for how public property in the downtown area can
be used simplifying enforcement by the police.
Councilmember Door confirmed that signage would
be added to these loca ons making the rules clear
for users. Approved 6‐0.



Considera on was given to a request to use a por‐
on of Veteran’s Park during the pending upgrades
to the Milwaukee St. Bridge that includes an exten‐
sion of the River Walk trail. A small por on of the
park will be barricaded during construc on, but
should not impact users significantly. Council ap‐
proved 5‐0 (Council member Johnson had stepped
out).

Continued, next page
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Observer Report: City of Puyallup
Council Meeting—November 14, 2017,
cont’d


The council considered a resolu on to make a ci ‐
zen appointment to the Design Review and Historic
Preserva on Board. The resolu on was approved 5
‐0 (Council Member Johnson had not yet returned
to the mee ng).
 The final topic before the council was a presenta‐
on by Council Member Farris of a dra Ethics Poli‐
cy she prepared to get the council thinking about
crea ng some rules for itself to try to avoid future
inappropriate ac ons by council members like
those that have resulted in a recent successful suit
again the city. It would also give city residents a
clearer method for filing complaints. The members
agreed they would submit feedback to Council
Member Farris first before submi ng the dra to
city legal staﬀ for review and development of a for‐
mal proposal. There was also a sugges on by Coun

cil Member Door to discuss the proposal at the
next Council Retreat.
 A community memorial will be held Nov. 19th for
SSgt Bryan Black, recently killed in an ambush in
Niger. SSgt Black was a PHS graduate and his father
is a resident of Puyallup.
 Council Member Swanson invited the community
to come together on December 2nd for the annual
Main Street Associa on’s Christmas ac vi es which
include the Holiday Market in the Pavilion star ng
at noon and the Lighted Santa Parade and Tree
Ligh ng Ceremony star ng at 5 PM.
 Gale Robine , a member of the Historical Society
Board, invited the community to enjoy the Christ‐
mas season at the Meeker Mansion star ng No‐
vember 24th. The mansion will be decorated inside
and out in Victorian splendor. Plan to a end the
special evening Candlelight Christmas event on De‐
cember 8th from 5 – 8 PM.

Program Planning—December 9: Educational, Informative, Collaborative!, cont’d
from page 1
A er a break, facilitators from each table will report to the full group, and then there will be discussion:
 Look at what we have listed, where the strongest group interest is.
 Limited discussion of points of commonality. See where there is consensus.
During lunch, we will talk about the issues and what YOU think we should do with them. You can also buy raﬄe
ckets then.
When we re‐convene following lunch, we will make decisions about what we want to recommend to the Board for
the following year.
 Na onal – Ac on, Update, Study?
 Local ‐ Sugges ons for Studies, Updates, Forums, Unit Mee ngs, other.
A er the business mee ng, there will be the raﬄe drawing and more me to socialize. See you there!

See additional background for Program Planning on page 4

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017
Event begins at 6:30 p.m.
Seattle Central Library, Microsoft Auditorium
1000 4th Ave., Seattle, WA 98104

In the 2015‐16 school year, 4,129 K‐12 students in Pierce
County were homeless—and there are more this year.

Click to RSVP

The Sea le Times LiveWire series, presented by Microso , features meaningful discussions about vital issues impac ng our region
and its people. For more informa on, please visit sea le mes.com/livewire or email livewire@sea le mes.com.
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Redistricting: What is Your Ideal District?
By Alison McCaffree
The forma on of our con‐
gressional and legisla ve
districts is fundamental to
the equity of our vo ng sys‐
tem. The confidence we
have in our districts under‐
lies our confidence that our
votes count. Talk in the me‐
dia of par san and racial
gerrymandering, of over‐
whelming majori es in dis‐
tricts and “trifecta” control of states creates concern
about how our district configura ons aﬀect our de‐
mocracy.
Over the last nine months it has been my honor to talk
to many groups about redistric ng. Overall people said
they were glad to learn about how redistric ng works
in Washington State and how it is diﬀerent from other
states (For example we have a commission and do not
rely on the Legislature to do our redistric ng.) Some
people have also been frustrated that there is no easier
system. To increase confidence it is going to take all of
us. Have you thought about what would be ideal for
your district? Which 148,000 people would you want in
your district?
Redistric ng Forums in Pierce Co.
Throughout the winter and spring 2018, the LWVT‐PC
will be hos ng a series of Redistric ng Forums around
Pierce County in conjunc on with Poli cs of the Possi‐
ble in Ac on. A team of volunteers has been working
hard to iden fy loca ons and community partners. We
need your help. We are planning forums in the follow‐
ing areas: Puyallup, Gig Harbor, Steilacoom, Fife/
Milton, downtown Tacoma, South Tacoma, Key Penin‐
sula, and University Place. The content will include
basic redistric ng and reappor onment, gerrymander‐
ing, a brief history of redistric ng na onally and in
Washington State, an overview of federal district court
and Supreme Court cases, and Washington’s redis‐
tric ng Commission. These forums can kick oﬀ a larger
eﬀort to influence the 2021 redistric ng in Washington
State.

Watch the calendar for the forum in
your area. If you would like to know more or would
like to help, please contact Alison McCaﬀree at 253‐
720‐6813 or
Alison.mccaﬀree@stanfordalumni.org.

For additional background, here are some short
updates on what’s been going on recently with redis‐
tric ng.
Gill v Whiƞord
The Supreme Court of the United State heard oral ar‐
gument in the case Gill v Whi ord on October 3, 2017.
Gill v. Whi ord is a case involving the cons tu onality
of par san gerrymandering. The case arose following
the 2011 redistric ng plan for the State of Wisconsin
created by Republican legislators to maximize the likeli‐
hood that the Republicans would be able to secure ad‐
di onal seats in Wisconsin’s Congress over the next
few elec on cycles.
This case could decide the fate of redistric ng in all
states for 2021 and beyond. If the courts decide to do
nothing, then it is likely that the amount of money and
secret par sanship that goes into the process will in‐
crease. If the court decides to accept the proposed
measures for iden fying cons tu onally prohibited
par san gerrymandering, then redistric ng could look
a lot diﬀerent, especially in states where the legislature
s ll have final control. Accep ng the criteria means
that at least 5 jus ces (Jus ce Kennedy being the obvi‐
ous swing vote) believe that the social scien sts have a
clear way to iden fy excessive gerrymandering. This
would mean that to avoid future lawsuits, legislatures
will need to choose maps with more compe ve dis‐
tricts.

Continued, page 12
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Radio Tacoma Is Now On The Air!
By Louisa Beal, Executive Director, Radio Tacoma
When I told people that I was a part of a group that was star ng a radio sta on, nine out of
ten asked, “What kind of music are you going to play?” Radio Tacoma wants to change this
no on that radio is simply background noise to our lives.
Radio Tacoma is a low‐power FM public access radio sta on developed to serve Tacoma,
Washington, to provide our community with the opportunity for par cipatory democracy
and to provide a voice for progressive groups, union members, minority groups and local talent that might other‐
wise not get heard.
Radio Tacoma, being low power, has a range of 3‐5 miles. This means that it is all about Tacoma. But the true pow‐
er of Radio Tacoma is that it is a public access sta on. Too much of the media today is a one‐way street. The radio
audiences are merely listeners and consumers. Radio Tacoma is a chance for a two‐way conversa on.
The League of Women Voters is a vital part of our community. If our residents are not informed, they are less likely
to vote. Informa on that is useful and factual is a vital part of our democracy. We need your voice.
There is much more to Radio Tacoma than can be addressed here. Visit our website, h p://radiotacoma.org/ (s ll
under construc on). Tune in to 101.9 FM. We are in our so launch phase, so there is currently no schedule, and
you will hear only some of the content we have so far. Let’s meet in person to explore the possibili es of Radio Ta‐
coma.
Contact Louisa Beal at info@radiotacoma.org.

Book Review: The Power of One
By Kathy Sommers
The Power of One, by Bryce Courtnay, is a novel set in 1939 South Africa. It is about Peekay, an
English boy, whose mother has been consigned to a mental hospital and is being raised by a
black nanny and his grandpa. He is sent to boarding school at age 5 and because he was the
youngest and only spoke English, not the local language, he was tortured by the other boys and
the head matron (they hated the English due to the Boer War). Peekay was a very smart boy,
though, and using his skills, he stops the torture. The message of the Power of One is that in
each of us there is a flame which must never be allowed to burn out; then we cannot be de‐
stroyed.
Peekay is eventually sent back to his home, and on the way, while traveling alone on the train,
he is befriended by a guard who is a boxer. This changes Peekay’s life because he learns from
the guard that the small can defeat the big. The guard taught him that if you have a plan, use your head‐‐then your
heart, that gives you a head start. He is determined to become a boxer like his hero. Back home all has changed.
The nanny has been sent back to her tribe and his mother has become ultra‐religious. He meets a professor/pianist
and a librarian who help him navigate this new world. The professor is arrested because he is German and impris‐
oned. Peekay takes boxing lessons at the prison while visi ng his friend and he and his librarian friend are able to
help the prisoners in many ways. The book is about the power of words to transform lives. I loved the book because
of the message and the humor. Peekay won a scholarship and traveled to England to finish his educa on, but he re‐
turned to So. Africa to set up a school for African boys. He ul mately lost his So. African ci zenship under apartheid
as teaching Africans was deemed a subversive act.
This book is autobiographical in that the author experienced many of the same things growing up in South Africa; he
also becomes a boxer to “survive” boarding school. This book is available through the Pierce Co., Tacoma and
Puyallup library systems.
Know of a book you think other League members would enjoy? Write up a summary of the message of the book, how
it furthers our understanding as League members and why you liked it. Send it to nancy.dahl@comcast.net.
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Redistricting: What is Your Ideal District? , cont’d from page 10
LWVWA RedistricƟng Review
A LWVWA commi ee has recently completed a study on the three redistric ng commissions that have operated
since Washington passed the cons tu onal amendment requiring them in 1983. Overall, the commissions have been
successful – comple ng their work on me and without major controversy. The team did see room for improvement.
They suggested ways to eliminate the percep on of par san interests, increase transparency, increase public par ci‐
pa on in the input process, and hold the commission accountable to more specific metrics. For the complete report
go to h ps://leagueofwomenvotersofwashington.wildapricot.org/Redistric ng/.
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Wendes Jones
wendesj@yahoo.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Donna Ewing,
suedonoly@comcast.net; Ann El‐
liston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253‐432‐4407,
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Virtual Meeting—Join Online
2nd Wednesday of the Month
6:30—8:30 pm
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if
you see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with
your name and e‐mail address at the
first mee ng.

This Month: December– Program Planning and
Celebration
In December, we will not have Unit mee ngs but will have a General
mee ng to discuss program planning for our Local League and for the
Na onal League. Bring along any ideas you have for changes in our
Local League posi ons or in the posi ons of the League of Women
Voters of the United States. Bring your Handbook for reference. This
will also be a me to celebrate the season and our work together.

Next Month: January—Preview of Legislation in
Washington State
In January, we will hear from League members involved in lobbying
members of the Washington State Legislature for the League of
Women Voters of WA. This will be an opportunity for you to find
out what legisla on is likely to be discussed by the legislators during
the coming short (60 day) Legisla ve Session in 2018.

Last Month: November—NW Detention Center
At the November Unit Mee ngs, we received informa on from pas‐
sionate a orneys from Advocates for Immigra on in Deten on (AID
NW) and Northwest Immigra on Rights Project (NIRP) and from
League members who are volunteering on aspects of this issue. The
Northwest Deten on Center, located on the de flats at the Port of
Tacoma, has been a controversial loca on for the imprisonment of
immigrants without documenta on and for some who have com‐
mi ed a crime. The detainees have li le access to lawyers or others
who can assist them with legal ma ers. This facility is operated by
the GEO Group, a privately owned company, on behalf of the U.S.
Immigra on and Customs Enforcement (ICE), with li le oversite by
the city of Tacoma or other government en ty.

For more information, see www.tacomapiercelwv.org
or call 253-272-1495

December 2017

Page 15

LWVT-PC Calendar - December 2017—February 2018
Dec. 1, Fri.
7:30 pm

NW NOW, KBTC
Program on Homelessness

Jan. 10, Wed.
6:30 pm

Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you
see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e‐mail address at the first
mee ng.

For more informa on, see the KBTC
schedule here.

Dec. 2, Sat.
9:30 am—3:00 pm

LWVWA Ac on Workshop

Dec. 8, Fri.
6:30 pm

Meaningful Movies—Gig Harbor:
The Economics of Happiness

First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church,
10511 Peacock Hill, Gig Harbor

Dec. 9, Sat.
9:30 am—2:00 pm

Program Planning & Holiday Party
General Membership Mee ng
First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Dec. 9, Sat.
1:00—4:00 pm

Dec. 11, Mon.

Dec. 13, Wed.

Dec. 15, Fri.
6:30 pm

Jan. 11, Thurs.
1:00 pm

Jan. 12, Fri.
10:00 am

Jan. 13, Sat.
10:00 am

East Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Legisla ve Preview
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Jan. 13, Sat.

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng—Legisla ve Preview

Denny’s Restaurant, Community Room 2:00 pm
5924 6th Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406

Meaningful Movies—Tacoma:
Economics of Happiness

SW Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Legisla ve Preview
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Conversa on Café—Puyallup
CANCELED
Conversa on Café—Tacoma

Tacoma Unit Mee ng – Legisla ve
Preview
Tacoma Police Dept, North Substa on
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

NW Deten on Center Immigrant
Support Ac on
NW Deten on Center
1623 E J St, Tacoma

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Preview

Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Jan. 15, Mon.
6:30 pm

Conversa on Café—Puyallup

Jan. 17, Wed.
2:00 pm

Conversa on Café—Tacoma

Jan. 17, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

Loca on to be announced

Grand Cinema
606 Fawce Ave, Tacoma

Dec. 20, Wed.
Dec. 20, Wed.
2:00 pm

Deadline for January Voter
LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Lakewood Family YMCA
9715 Lakewood Drive SW
Lakewood, WA 98499
NOTE NEW LOCATION

LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma
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LWVT-PC Calendar - December 2017—February 2018, cont’d
Jan 20, Sat.

Deadline for February Voter

Feb. 8, Thurs.
1:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng – Homeless‐
ness

Feb. 14, Wed.
6:30 pm

Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you
see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e‐mail address at the first
mee ng.

Tacoma Police Dept, North Substa on
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Feb. 9, Fri.
10:00 am

SW Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Homelessness
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Feb. 10, Sat.
10:00 am

Feb. 10, Sat.
2:00 pm

East Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Homelessness
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Feb. 20, Tues.

Deadline for March Voter

Feb. 21, Wed.
2:00 pm

Conversa on Café—Tacoma

Feb. 21, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng—Homelessness
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Preview

Lakewood Family YMCA
9715 Lakewood Drive SW
Lakewood, WA 98499
NOTE NEW LOCATION

LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student or Associate
membership is $37.50 for either.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________ Comments: _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
2301

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-

