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April 1 was the final forum of the Civility series. The following take‐
aways were oﬀered by par cipants in their small group discussions.
These are ways to you engage in civil dialog when you know the other
party disagrees and good reminders for us on a day‐to‐day basis. See
more See more about the series star ng on page 3.













Lily of the Valley, Flower of
May




The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy.

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/











Don’t a ribute mo va on for your opponent’s stance.
Use the space between s mulus and response to choose a more
powerful and be er response.
Prac ce discussing disagreements in a civil manner.
Be prepared before approaching someone you disagree with. Have
a story that describes your concerns.
Plan your strategy.
Be respec ul and calm but stand your ground.
Civility is not passivity or pessimism. Reflect on what is needed in‐
stead of right figh ng.
Dialog creates trust and community. Respect and listen to other
points of view.
Seek middle ground, how can we win together.
Love beyond labels; start with hope; know the person on a deeper
level, one‐to‐one.
Listen with respect.
Seek first to understand. Don’t assume another person’s perspec‐
ve.
Start with a Posi ve, especially when you come to an oﬃcial with a
cri que.
Provide an opportunity for both sides to have an opportunity to reg‐
ister their complaints/views and consequences.
Find the “whys” of where each party is coming from.
Don’t close someone down, including by your body language.
Try to genuinely find empathy for the other person’s posi on.
Know your facts and learn how to marshal your facts.
Non‐violent communica ons – learning the skill, staying calm, to
phrase a non‐confronta onal ques on. Clarifying intent. (e.g., I’m
feeling a acked. Is that what you meant?”
Model empathy
Common ground, mee ng others on issues such as on how they feel,
perceive or judge an issue.
Don’t prejudge; have a sense of humility, know that you may be
right about something and the opposi on may be right about some‐
thing. Have an open mind.

Continued, page 6
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President’s Message
Is it possible to be exhausted and exhilarated at the same me? I think there are a num‐
ber of us who are feeling like that at the moment. We have been pushing hard with
many ac vi es in the past number of months. All the while, we are planning for the up‐
coming year with the expecta on there will be much more to do. We are very excited to
welcome many new members and to provide opportuni es for everyone who wants to
be involved. These are both complicated and encouraging mes. We are anxious to
have all our members working on issues and ac vi es they are passionate about.
The state conven on is coming the first week in June. Join us for an inspiring and in‐
forma ve weekend. For details and registra on, go here. It is a great opportunity to
learn more about what other Leagues are doing in Washington and what opportuni es
are coming up next year. Any board member will be happy to give you more infor‐
ma on.
— Ruth An n Hatchett

Meet Holly Billiu
I was born and raised in Iowa but decided to move to Washington to a end college. I
am a 2006 graduate of Pacific Lutheran University with a BA in Psychology. My hus‐
band and I are both from the Midwest but we decided to make Washington our
home because of the beau ful scenery and work opportuni es. We have two chil‐
dren, Caroline (age 6) and Charlie (age 2). Since college, I have spent my career in
research administra on; ranging from phase I industry sponsored clinical trials to fed‐
erally funded grants.
Although my small high school (gradua ng class of 56!) didn’t oﬀer any civics classes beyond what could be
squeezed into our social studies class, I always knew vo ng was important and registered as soon as I turned 18. It
wasn’t un l the most recent elec on though that I felt like I needed to do more than rant on Facebook about my
displeasure with how things work. I decided to join the League on the recommenda on of a friend who said it
would be a great way for me to channel my ac vism energy into something produc ve. I’ve only a ended a few
mee ngs so far but I feel like I’ve already learned so much and have been inspired by the engagement of the ac ve
League members.

Alison McCaffree, inspired by her
grandmother’s story in Politics of the
Possible, discussed issues associated
with redistricting in the April unit
meeting's.
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Civility in Public Discourse:
Maintaining Civility at Home, at Work and on the Street
The April forum co‐sponsored by AAUW, NAACP and RAD (Restoring the
American Dream), included about 120 par cipants and received the
best reviews of the series. We were honored to have such a dis n‐
guished set of panelists contribu ng to our awareness of issues sur‐
rounding civility and development of methods for maintaining civility in
public discourse.
All four organiza ons thank the panelists for their engaging, wise and
helpful par cipa on and for spending their limited free me with us.
This array of intelligent, talented, dedicated and diverse people is a
credit to the Pierce County community.
Simone Alicea, KNKX Radio, Moderator
Rocio Chavez de Alvarado, Non‐Profit Director
Paula Anderson, Non‐Profit Director
Miriam Barne , YWCA Execu ve Director
Keith Blocker, City Councilmember, Tacoma
Nate Bowling, Educator
Kim Bradford, Tacoma News Tribune
Gregory Christopher, Pastor
Kimi Ginn, Educator
Sara Irish, Community Ac vist
Erin Jones, Keynote Speaker
Connie Ladenburg, Pierce County Councilmember
Bill Lincoln, Mediator
Dick Muri, State Legislator

John Norlin, Educator
Marotha Pasha, Islamic Center Representa ve
Paul Pastor, Pierce County Sheriﬀ
Maralise Hood Quan, Moderator
Doug Richardson, Pierce County Councilmember
Pa y Rose, Pierce County Central Labor Council
Sarah Rumbaugh, Community Ac vist
Eric Stanzyck, Educator
Art Wang, Planned Parenthood Ac on
Kathleen Wareham, Mediator, Moderator
Bryan Yambe, City Councilmember, Fife
Amy Young, Professor, Keynote Speaker
Hans Zeiger, State Legislator
Moderator

April 1 Forum panelists, L to R: Sheriff Paul Pastor, YWCA Executive Director Miriam Barnett, NAACP President Rev. Gregory
Christopher, Planned Parenthood Action Director Art Wang; Pierce County Labor Council Secretary/Treasurer, Patty Rose; WA
State Representative Dick Muri; Tacoma City Councilmember Keith Blocker; Pierce County Council Chair Doug Richardson.
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Civility in Public Discourse:
Maintaining Civility at Home, at Work and on the Street
At left, League volunteers Diane Kerlin & Mary Kohli
help participants
register. At right,
Hank Tanz, RAD,
and AAUW volunteers hand out information about
their organizations.

At Left, Erin Jones, Keynote Speaker.
Below, Maraline Hood Quan, Moderator.

Photos by League member
Rita Robison.
Other: Only a small sample of the
large number of participant discussion
groups who generated the list of suggestions on page 1.
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Board Highlights— March 2017
By Julie Offner
The Tacoma‐Pierce County League’s Board of Directors
met on March 28. Susan Eidenschink reported that four
new members had joined in February. Membership is
up to 135.
The new member orienta on has been scheduled for
May 4 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. The approximately 50
new members who have joined since last June will be
invited.
Susan Eidenschink reported on the slate of oﬃcers pre‐
sented by the Nomina ng Commi ee, which consisted
of Paula Eismann, Chair, Shera Mogri, Julie Oﬀner and
Karen Forchione in addi on to Susan. The Board en‐
dorsed the slate of oﬃcers presented by the com‐
mi ee.
Roxanne Miles indicated that the Fundraising & Sus‐
tainability Commi ee would have its first mee ng on
March 31. Current membership includes Shera Mogri,
Julie Oﬀner and Jackie Jones‐Hook. Roxanne will be
recrui ng new members.
Cynthia Stewart will send alerts to members who have
indicated interest in a par cular issue before the legis‐
lature. Ruth Ann thanked Cynthia for all of hard work
especially in organizing the three forums. Ruth Ann in‐
dicated that she had submi ed the forum series for a
statewide award, the Evergreen Series.
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow reported that issues iden fied at
the December planning mee ng were state as well as
local in focus. These included the deten on center and
immigra on and homelessness. She indicated that she
submi ed homelessness as an issue for the State
League to study. Lyz recommended that we determine
where we could have an impact on an issue.
The Kitsap League has requested our help in suppor ng
legisla ve town halls in the 26th Legisla ve District.
The Kitsap League will make a request to the legisla‐
tors. Jointly hos ng an LD 26 issues forum is a possibil‐
ity.
Cynthia Stewart reported on the consensus process
related to the study of the Pierce County budget, which
was conducted at the March Unit mee ngs. She also
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presented a proposed posi on on the Pierce County
budget that was recommended by the Budget Study
Commi ee based on the consensus input. She indicat‐
ed that there was consensus among the Units that the
League should support the following: expansion of
funding opportuni es for county government; full use
of exis ng funding opportuni es for eligible county ser‐
vices; and expansion of County services in human ser‐
vices, housing and services for the homeless, violence
preven on and jail alterna ve programs, assigned
counsel for indigent defendants.
An ac on plan to pursue these goals was also present‐
ed to the Board, including to encourage the State
League to work with the legislature to authorize coun‐
es to u lize the business and occupa on tax, u lity
tax and/or other funding op ons available to ci es, so
that coun es have the same revenue opportuni es.
Further, we support repeal of the 1% restric on on
property tax growth and assure that any subsequent
restric on is at least equal to annual rates of infla on
but not unreasonably high. The Board discussed the
proposal and ac on plan and complimented the Com‐
mi ee on their work. The Board voted to adopt the
posi on and ac on plan and place them in the Annual
Mee ng book for considera on by the full member‐
ship.
Several changes to the bylaws were presented by Lyz
Kurnitz‐Thurlow. These will be further discussed at the
April Board mee ng and presented to the membership
in June.
The 2017 State Conven on will be held in Sea le, June
3 & 4. We have five delegate spots. Susan Eidenschink,
Cheryl Mann, Cynthia Stewart and Ruth Ann Hatche
expressed interest in a ending. Other poten al
a endees include Roxanne Miles, Charlene Franz and
Paula Eismann.
Ruth Ann reported that we have been invited to host
the State Conven on in 2019, which would be the be‐
ginning of the 100th year anniversary of the League.
She noted that we hosted the conven on eight years
ago. Approximately 200‐250 a endees would be ex‐
pected. The Board’s ini al reac on was posi ve and
various aspects were discussed. It was moved and se‐
conded that we accept the State League’s invita on.
The mo on was approved.

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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Civility Forum Series: A Success
April 1 marked the end of the Civility forum series. All three sessions were deemed a huge success, as measured by
oral comments, wri en evalua ons and promises to take ac on toward increasing civility in our public discourse.
The series began with informal conversa ons among League members and others about the apparent increase in
incivility in poli cs and the implied detrimental eﬀects on democracy. Four organiza ons collaborated on producing
the series. Along with League were the Na onal Associa on for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
American Associa on of University Women (AAUW) and Restoring the American Dream (RAD). This coali on gener‐
ated over 100 par cipants at each event, in spite of the very limited media publicity. All of these organiza ons are
non‐par san believers in par cipatory democracy.
The first forum, February 4, was a panel of educators, media and poli cians who talked about their (and other) re‐
spec ve roles in maintaining civility. It was informa ve and inspiring to learn what educators are doing in the
schools to promote civility as well as to hear about the eﬀorts the media and elected oﬃcials must make to remain
appropriate at all mes. Over 50 people from this audience submi ed postcards commi ng to specific ac ons to
increase civility. These postcards were mailed back to them several weeks later.
The second forum, March 4, gave par cipants some specific ideas of how to deal with incivility when one experienc‐
es it directly or indirectly through observing it directed at another. Stories from individuals who experienced incivili‐
ty, those who mediate or nego ate among people in conflict, and those who represent groups of people who have
been treated badly in society gave ideas of how to respond eﬀec vely.
The third forum, April 1, was a discussion among elected oﬃcials and ac vists about what works in rela onships
where one party wants something diﬀerent from the other. The third forum resulted in a list of sugges ons from
the audience discussion that is shared below.
Each of the three forums oﬀered an opportunity for the audience to talk among itself about their own concerns,
stories and reac ons to what they heard from panelists. This par cipa on was a popular element of each of the
sessions.
All four organiza ons thank the panelists for their engaging, wise and helpful par cipa on and for spending their
limited free me with us. See this array of intelligent, talented, dedicated and diverse people on page 3.

What Did We Learn From the Civility Forum Series? Cont’d from page 1




Despera on under incivility. When people aren’t heard, they’re at an inherent disadvantage.
Find the things that unite us all.
Show vulnerability; take the me to open up and say something personal and genuinely learn about the other
person.
 Be nice; say Please, Thanks you. Show love, not judgment and condemna on.
 Show passion, know your facts, but don’t lose your cool. Emo on without being overly emo onal.

Two sets of participants giving feedback from their
small group discussions.
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Program Update – and Your Input Wanted
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow , Program Chair
Hi, Members and Friends,

At the Program Planning mee ng in December, we talked about many things. Chief among them were homeless‐
ness (and housing) and the deten on center (and immigra on). We have many new members, and we hope to get
many of you involved with League. Ge ng involved in a program commi ee to study an issue is a good way to
meet people and find out how we work. And, we have many long‐ me experienced members. I hope to see many
of you helping with these issues – a er all, you selected them!

Housing and Homelessness
Homelessness is much more than a local issue, it’s huge, and it’s not our exper se – so we hesitate to schedule a
local study on the subject. But it is important, it is local, and we want to help; so we are recommending that we
form a commi ee to decide what sort of mee ng or mee ngs we have on the subject next year. (And, if, from
that, we decide on a local study, or how we can get involved, great.) So, if you are interested in helping us learn
about this and deciding how to help our members know more, please contact me. A commitment can be whatever
size you are willing or able to make it. If you are someone who has informa on to share, great. If you can spend a
lot of me helping to organize this, also great. Anywhere in between – the most common.
And, if you are interested, the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance is holding its Annual Conference on End‐
ing Homelessness in Tacoma on May 10 and 11. It is, unfortunately, expensive, but check it out. You can get more
informa on and register here. Also see page 10.

Detention Center and Immigration
See above. Same thing. Not just local. Are we the right group to study this? (We did recommend it to State
League, but we’re the only local League which did, so it’s unlikely to be taken on.)
We have the Deten on center in Tacoma, and many local people are involved. We want at least to be able to up‐
date our members on what the issues are, who is involved locally, what we can do to get involved, etc. So, again,
we hope to present Unit mee ngs or a General Mee ng with other involved organiza ons. If you are interested,
or, if you are already involved and have informa on to share, please contact me.
I look forward to hearing from many of you and ge ng these commi ees organized and thinking. lYou can con‐
tact me at lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com or 253‐924‐0288. Thanks.

Other Ways to Keep up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

LWVWA Convention 2017
Democracy: Must Be Present to Win!
June 2‐4, 2017
Seattle, Washington
For information and registration, go
here
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Changes Coming to The Voter

by Susan Eidenschink

Short League Member Biographies
In the past we have included short bios of League members in The Voter. These became rather sporadic during the
past couple years, but this is going to change. Since May 2016, 32 people have joined our League, which is definite‐
ly a record. In order for us to get to know each other, Holly Billiu has volunteered to ask new members and mem‐
bers who joined our League before this past year to write a short bio for The Voter. Holly is one of the new mem‐
bers, and her bio is included in this Voter. When Holly contacts you and asks you to write a short bio for The Voter,
I hope you will eagerly respond that you will gladly write a short bio of yourself. Thank you for your help.

Book Reviews
In the past we have also included book reviews wri en by League members in The Voter, and as with biographies,
they became less frequent in recent years. This also is going to change. Nancy Dahl has volunteered to help us have
a book review in each Voter. But you will definitely need to help with this eﬀort. When you read a book that you
think other League members would enjoy reading, please write a short book review and send it to Nancy Dahl at
nancy.dahl@comcast.net. Thank you for your help. Nancy is a new member of our League and wrote the book re‐
view included below.

A Book Recommendation to Expand Skill in Civil Communication
By Nancy Dahl
Those who a ended the recent League Civility Forum series may be looking for
ways to deepen their understanding of the methods of communica on dis‐
cussed by our panelists and wish for ways to build personal skills in establishing
rapport with those holding diﬀerent views.
A resource for learning more about communica on techniques or to prac ce
communica on skills is the book Connecting Across Differences wri en by
Jane Marantz Connor, Ph.D. and Dian Killian, Ph.D. This is available through the
Center for Nonviolent Communica on (CNVC), a non‐profit interna onal peace‐
making organiza on. This book, through text and exercises, explores ways to
move past judgement and formulate experiences in a way that allows other peo‐
ple to listen and care about what is important to each party involved.
When people disagree, it is usually over strategies to meet needs, over the “how
to” in a situa on. But to reconnect and resolve conflicts, the needs driving the
strategies must first be discovered. Through the exercises included in this book,
readers can learn how to modify the way they approach others to truly hear and
understand on the level of shared values. This knowledge allows for the freedom to dig deeper to find commonali‐
es and develop win‐win rela onships. A major benefit of learning these techniques is that they can be used be‐
yond the areas discussed in the forums to deepen all types of interpersonal rela onships.
This book is o en used as a training manual for communica on workshops oﬀered by the CNVC. For more infor‐
ma on about ongoing learning opportuni es in various formats, including online and in person classes available
through CNVC, check the organiza on’s web site here.
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Observer Reports—April 2017
League observers are members who watch local governments in ac on and report out to League. They do not tes ‐
fy on issues; they only observe. If you would like to be a League observer at your own city council, school board,
Port or other jurisdic on, please contact Paula Eismann, peismann60@comcast.net.

Puyallup City Council Meeting, April 18, 2017
Observer: Holly Billiu
Five members of the Council were present. Heather
Shadko had an excused absence and Tom Swanson ar‐
rived late due to illness. The mee ng started promptly
at 6:30 p.m. and was well a ended by many members
of the public due to the high interest in the resolu on
to approve the final plat of Phase 3 and 4 of the Stew‐
art Crossing Subdivision.
The agenda was available prior to the mee ng for re‐
view; however, it was determined at the beginning of
the mee ng to hold the public comments regarding
Stewart Crossing un l that agenda item was reached.
The majority of the mee ng was held without interrup‐
on.
The Council seemed prepared and they moved through
the agenda quickly with limited discussion. Public com‐
ments were heard for all issues except Stewart Crossing

and everyone who re‐
quested an opportunity
to speak was given it.
Upon reaching the agen‐
da item for Stewart
Crossing, significant dis‐
cussion commenced with a presenta on from the City
Manager and ques ons fielded by the City Manager,
Assistant City Manager, City A orney, and the City En‐
gineer. Mul ple public comments were heard followed
by the developer of Stewart Crossing addressing the
Council. Although the Stewart Crossing discussion re‐
sulted in many strong comments, the council was cour‐
teous to the public and with each other throughout the
process.
The mee ng was extended twice, ul mately adjourning
at 10:10 p.m. with a mo on to move the resolu on to
approve the plat passing and the remaining agenda
items to the next appropriate mee ng.

Pierce County Council Meeting, April 4,
2017
Observer: Alison McCaffree
This was my first
Council
Mee ng
and I enjoyed learn‐
ing more about the
details about how
our county works.
Five members were
present for the first half of the mee ng. Council Chair
Richardson showed up half way through the mee ng.
Councilwoman Ladenburg was absent.
There were three items on the agenda, besides the
consent agenda. The consent agenda passed unani‐
mously.
1. Proposal No. R2017‐17s, Publica on of Legal No‐
ces.
This vote was to approve the sole source contract of
the Tacoma News Tribune to be the oﬃcial publica on

of the legal no ces of council ac vity that is required by
law. TNT is the only daily print publica on that serves
the whole county. Councilwoman Roach asked if there
was informa on on the circula on numbers for the
county especially in the rural districts (1 & 2) and com‐
mented on how she thought the circula on would be a
lot less in those area vs the more liberal downtown Ta‐
coma. The ac ng chair Talbert asked the budget staﬀ to
get the council those numbers. Council member Young
acknowledge Councilwoman Roach’s comments as val‐
id and that the council should look into supplemen ng
the no ce in those areas; budget permi ng. He also
said that it was not germane to approving this contract.
The ac ng chair Talbert asked the budget staﬀ to see if
the TNT could include addi onal publica ons they own
in the contract. The sole source contract was approved
with a vote 4:1 with Councilwoman Roach vo ng no.

Continued, next page
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Observer Reports—April 2017, cont’d
Pierce County Council Meeting, April 4, 2017, cont’d
League observers are members who watch local governments in ac on and report out to League. They do not tes fy
on issues; they only observe. If you would like to be a League observer at your own city council, school board, Port or
other jurisdic on, please contact Paula Eismann, peismann60@comcast.net.
2. Daﬀodil Princesses were made Ambassadors of the County. The twenty‐five high school senior girls and their chap‐
erones plus the execu ve director of the Daﬀodil Fes val Associa on were there to say thank you for the honor. Each
girl gave her name, high school, choice of college and what she wanted to do as a career. Council members spoke on
how thankful they were of the girls’ dedica on to community service and that the girls should return to Pierce County
a er college and think about con nuing their public service. Fi een minutes were used to take pictures with the Coun‐
cil.
3. Proposal No. R2017‐30, Storm Drainage & Surface Water Advisory Board. This item was pulled from the consent
agenda. Presumably this was done so that the two people who were being nominated and were present could speak.
A er a brief adjournment, so that staﬀ could receive an email from the County Execu ve, the Council voted to accept
the withdrawal of one nominee. The appointment of one new member and four returning members of the Board was
approved. Appointed board members Mike Slevin and Richard Thurston spoke. Mr. Thurston made a plea for more
people to get involve on these types of boards. He said he sees the same 50‐100 people serving and tes fying in front
of these boards. This is his 12th volunteer board appointment. A few council members seconded his request for more
ci zen par cipa on.
Ci zen Forum: Alison McCaﬀree introduced herself to the council as a new LWV Observer.
Councilwoman Roach asked if the League had any informa on on how easy/diﬃcult it is to contact the Council mem‐
bers ‐ specifically regarding email addresses. Alison said she would ask the League and reminded the Council that the
League does produce the TRY each year.
Council Chair Richardson acknowledged the LWV Civility forum on April 1, 2017, where he par cipated and said it was
a good event and that there were over 100 people there.
Mee ng evalua on: Ques ons on the Observer sheet regarding standards were posi ve. Only one issue came up,
where Councilwoman Roach wasn't sure if they were vo ng on an item or not was cleared up quickly. I will find out
more of the details about television in the future. The mee ng started at 3:04 and adjourned about 4:15pm.

Watch the Pierce County Council and City Councils of DuPont, Fife, Or ng, Puyallup,
Sumner, Unifersity Place and Port of Tacoma on PCTV here.

Watch the Tacoma City Council mee ngs and work sessions, Trans‐
porta on Benefit District Governance, and Public U li es Board
mee ngs on TV Tacoma here.
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The Washington Low Income Housing Alliance is a
statewide champion for housing, a coali on of diverse
organiza ons and individuals working together to build
and protect safe, healthy, aﬀordable homes for every‐
one across Washington State. Founded in 1988, the
Housing Alliance is a trusted leader and expert on hous‐
ing and homelessness. Along with a strong combina on
of housing and homelessness organiza ons, funders,
services providers and individual advocates, we work
closely with elected oﬃcials to turn good ideas into
sound policy.
This year, the Housing Alliance annual Conference on
Ending Homelessness will be May 10‐11 in Tacoma. It
is the largest statewide convening of advocates, social
service providers, and government oﬃcials who are
working toward solu ons to end homelessness. The
conference features keynote speakers Dara Baldwin,
MPA, Senior Public Policy Analyst, Na onal Disability
Rights Network; Jus ce Mary Yu, Washington Supreme
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Court; and Israel Bayer, Execu ve Director, Street
Roots. There will be 50 breakout sessions that include:
•Direct service skill building opportuni es
•Sessions exploring diﬀerent housing strategies
and service delivery models
•Federal, state, and local homelessness policy
and advocacy sessions
•Movement building, community organizing,
and an ‐racism/an ‐oppression programming
•Programming addressing specific popula ons,
including youth and young adults, veterans,
people with disabili es, immigrants and refu‐
gees, survivors of domes c violence, and fami‐
lies.
Register for the conference here. Early bird registra on
ends April 25. For more informa on about details of
the conference, check here.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Ingrid Cur s, Judy Payne
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253‐432‐4407

For more information, see
www.tacomapiercelwv.org
or call 253-272-1495

This Month: May – Update on the 2017 Legislative
Session.
The May Unit Mee ngs will be a summary of the 2017 Legisla ve
Session. Legislators have not yet completed their work on how to
fund educa on in Washington State, along with funding other im‐
portant items. Legislators have been invited to engage with LWVWA
Lobby Team members in briefing unit mee ngs on achievements
during the session and views on what is likely to happen next. A
comparison of proposed budgets will be presented. And members
can ask legislators who a end ques ons about issues and processes
and their forecasts of what is to come.

Next Month: June—Annual Meeting
On June 17 our League will hold its Annual Mee ng at First United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (first floor accessed from the al‐
ley), 621 Tacoma Ave S, Tacoma. The mee ng will begin with re‐
freshments at 9:30 am followed by the business part of the gather‐
ing. Members are encouraged to bring potluck items for lunch and
to help with Unit baskets to raﬄe at the end of the Annual Mee ng.

Last Month: April – General Meeting on Civility,
Incivility and Civil Disobedience at home, at work,
and on the street; and Unit Meetings of a Topic
Chosen by each Unit.
In April there was a general mee ng, open to the public, on main‐
taining civility when dealing with those whose opinions are diﬀerent
from yours at home, at work, and on the street. A panel of experts
shared their opinions and a endees will have an opportunity to ask
ques ons.
The Tacoma, Southwest Pierce, and East Pierce Unit mee ngs heard
a presenta on by Alison McCaﬀree on redistric ng and reappor on‐
ment. A endees at each of these Unit mee ngs asked good ques‐
ons and had a good discussion on this topic. At the Gig Harbor Unit
mee ng Tamara Saarinen gave a presenta on about dis nguishing
fake news from real news. This presenta on helped a endees learn
how to listen to the news in order to be er determine what is true.

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
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LWVT-PC Calendar - May—June 2017

May 11
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Review

May 23
10:00 am—Noon

Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Jun 2‐4

LWVWA Conven on
Best Western Execu ve Inn
200 N. Taylor , Sea le
Get more details here

May 12
Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Legisla ve Session Review
Steilacoom Community Center,
2301 Worthington St, Steilacoom

May 13
East Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Legisla ve Session Review

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
League Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Jun 17
10:00 am—1:30
pm

LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng

June 20

Deadline for Summer Voter

First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave S ., Tacoma

Puyallup Library
324 S Meridian, Puyallup

May 13
Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Legisla ve Session Review
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Women’s Roundtable Hosted by Congressman Adam Smith
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
League was among the organiza ons invited to par cipate in a Roundtable Discussion with Congressman Adam
Smith (9th CD) on April 18. Other par cipants included Planned Parenthood, NARAL, and groups that deal with
homelessness, domes c violence, and LGBTQ issues.
There was deep dissa sfac on with current government trends among those in the room. Represen ng League, I
brought up women’s pay equity and the need to at least con nue the healthcare we have, but that we should have
single‐payer coverage for all. Congressperson Smith diﬀeren ates between healthcare for all and single‐payer
(agrees with the first – doesn’t think the second is necessarily the way to go), and recommends reading T.R. Reid,
The Healing of America.
When asked if the Congress was finding any way of working together, Smith pointed out that there is such wide dis‐
agreement on issues now, and the par es are so far apart, that it is not a me to work together; rather, it is a me
to fight for what you believe in.
When asked what we can do to support League’s interests in Congress, the answer was organize: organize around
the ideas in which you believe; pick a message and deliver on it; march; form groups; post on Facebook; and write
to or call legislators. It IS making a diﬀerence. He suggested that a good way to get your message out is to find peo‐
ple who are aﬀected and get them to tell their stories.
Other issues raised included immigra on, poverty, mental health and drug abuse (lack of funding for), Title IX, pub‐
lic educa on, reproduc ve freedom, and everything else you’d expect.
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Secretary

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Roxanne Miles

253‐222‐1918 ;milespurpose@centurylink.net

Judy Payne

253‐770‐5569; judyann.payne@gmail.com

Ginny Peterson

253‐568‐1011 ; ginnypete_1897@msn.com

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-2301

