The Voter

November 2017

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma—Pierce County
Making Democracy Work by Growing, Mobilizing, Educating and Protecting the Vote

Phone: (253) 272‐1495 Email: lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com Web: www.tacomapiercelwv.org

November Unit Meetings: NW Detention Center

In This Issue
Page
November Unit Mee ngs
1
Board Roster
2
Thanks to Donors
2
Welcome New Members
2
President’s Message
3
Board Mee ng Summary—September
3
Meet Nancy Dahl
4
2018 TRY Project—We Need Your Help 4
Time to Vote
5
Pop‐Up Shop ‐ November 17 & 18
5
October—The Month in Pictures
6‐14
Peninsula Town Hall—November 9
15
NW Climate Conference Report
16
Alliance for Jobs & Clean Energy Kick‐
Oﬀ
17
Book Review—Radical Hope
17
November Conversa on Cafes
18
Meaningful Movies—Gig Harbor
19
Meaningful Movies—Tacoma
19
Parliamentary Procedures Training
20
Program Planning and Holiday Party
20
Homework without a Home
21
Virtual Unit Mee ng Instruc ons
21
Unit Mee ngs
22
Calendar
23‐25
Membership Form
25

At the LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng last June, there was a request for a pro‐
gram about the NW Deten on Center. This has been scheduled for Novem‐
ber unit mee ngs.
The speakers include Tim Warden‐Hertz, an immigra on a orney from
Northwest Immigrant Rights Project (NIRP); Peggy Herman, an immigra on
a orney ac ve with Advocates for Immigrants in Deten on (AID NW); a
La na ac vist who works with the NW Deten on Center Resistance; and
Cynthia Lorch, a LWVT‐PC member ac ve with AID NW and with Immanuel
Presbyterian Church. These speakers are all members of the City of Taco‐
ma's Immigrant and Refugee Task Force. They will describe the NW Deten‐
on Center and the issues surrounding it. This promises to be a very in‐
forma ve program.
Related to this, here’s a reminder about the monthly Solidarity Day at the
Deten on Center.

NW Detention Center Solidarity Day
Saturday, November 11, 1:00-4:00 pm
(2nd Saturday of each month)
NW Detention Center, 1623 E J St, Tacoma
Co‐sponsored by the Sea le‐King County League of Women Voters Social
Jus ce Commi ee and the D4 NAC. Bring snacks and drinks (such as water)
that are easily carried in the car for visitors to the deten on center and for
solidarity day par cipants, umbrellas, folding chairs or blankets to sit on.
For more informa on about the NWDC Resistance/Resistencia al NWDC, go
to h p://www.nwdcresistance.org/about‐us/.
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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce Coun‐
ty is a nonpar san poli cal organiza on that encour‐
ages informed and ac ve par cipa on in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through educa on
and advocacy.

Page 2
Thank you to Donors *
Kathy Sommers
Over $1,000 has been donated to the League
of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County
in memory of Helen Sohlberg.

Board of Directors & Volunteer Coordinator
President
Cynthia Stewart
stewdahl@comcast.net

Helen participated in the work of our League
for most of her life, and we will continue this
work with money donated in her memory. You
may still donate by writing a check to LWVTPC or to LWVT-PC Education Fund and sending it to the League office, 621 Tacoma Ave S
#202, Tacoma WA 98402. Thank you for your
generosity.

1st Vice President
Charlene Franz
csﬀranz@icloud.com
2nd Vice President
Cheryl Mann
Larch@gci.net
Secretary
Julie Oﬀner
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Treasurer
Susan Eidenschink
susaneiden@harbornet.com
Educa on Fund Treasurer
Judy Payne
judyann.payne@gmail.com

* This list does not include those who contributed
at the fundraiser.

Welcome to Our New Members
Beverly Bowen‐Benne

Directors
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Roxanne Miles
milespurpose@centurylink.net
Ginny Peterson
ginnypete_1897@msn.com
Julio Quan
julioquan1@gmail.com
John Thurlow
johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Volunteer Coordinator
Ruth Ann Hatche
ruthann6257@msn.com

Beatrice Roy

2017 Goals
LWVT‐PC will strive to achieve these goals throughout the
year and in each League ac vity:
 Increase LWVT‐PC visibility
 Increase LWVT‐PC sustainability
 Increase empowerment of women
 Increase service to voters
 Increase public understanding of the role of gov‐
ernment, including taxa on

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers

Photos:

Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Charlene Franz, Ruth Ann Hatche , Mary Kohli,
Cynthia Stewart, Rita Robison, Hugh McMillan

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Judy Payne, Marty Webb
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Message from the President: You’re Making a HUGE Difference!
The month of October was
about as busy as I could have
imagined—but we did it, thanks
to all of you.
In addi on to our regular five
unit mee ngs and Conversa on
Cafes, we had a record number
of candidate forums, we co‐
sponsored a legisla ve meet‐
and‐greet, we co‐sponsored two
forums about the Opioid Crisis,
we had a fundraiser and we co‐
hosted a unique CoLab work‐
shop on homelessness Each and every one of those events
involved many volunteers. Your work is helping us achieve
our goals of Increasing LWVT‐PC visibility and sustainability,
empowerment of women and service to voters. Thank you
all for your contribu ons, in so many forms.
Special thanks go to Ruth Ann Hatche and Sharon Wilhelm,
for recrui ng all of the rest of you to help with these events;
to Roxanne Miles for spearheading the fundraiser—and even
going on TV to adver se it!; to Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow for organ‐
izing all the candidate forums and Terri Baker for modera ng
at some of them.

Many thanks, also, to the candidates who par cipated in the
forums and to Elizabeth Pauli, Tacoma City Manager, who
gave a profound and inspiring talk at our fundraiser; as well
as Paul Pastor, Pierce County Sheriﬀ, who followed with co‐
gent comments about democracy.
I can’t begin to thank the par cipants in the Homelessness
CoLab, who gave up personal me to engage in this strategic
planning session. And NAACP, AAUW and RAD for co‐
sponsoring.
Most of all, this month, I’d like to honor Larry Seaquist, who
has oﬀered his unique CoLab process for the benefit of con‐
tribu ng to resolu on of the homelessness problem. Not
only did he provide leadership and facilita on for the pro‐
cess, but he worked relessly to line up many of the par ci‐
pants, the facility and elected oﬃcials. His generosity has
allowed us to benefit from the community goodwill resul ng
from that event.
Thank you to each of you League members who gave your
me and energy given to suppor ng League by helping at
forums, contribu ng to the fundraiser, volunteering at the
CoLab, and more. We can all be proud of our accomplish‐
ments this month, which are portrayed in photos in this Vot‐
er.
Cynthia Stewart

Wishing everyone a very happy Thanksgiving!
We have much to be thankful for.

Highlights of September Board Meeting
By Julie Offner, Secretary
Treasurer Susan Eidenschink presented the August report indica ng that there were eight renewals and two new
members. Membership is now at 128. A number of dona ons have been received in honor of Helen Sohlberg.
Grant wri ng ac vi es are beginning to produce results. Roxanne Miles, Finance & Sustainability Chair, an‐
nounced that a check for $5,000 grant from the Norcliﬀe Founda on had been received. While only $1,000 can go
toward the TRY, other League ac vi es will be supported. Several more grant applica ons are outstanding.
Represen ng Voter Services, Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow reported that the Na onal Conven on will be held in 2018, so
we need to develop our sugges ons for na onal programs. Should we have sugges ons, she recommended that
contact other Leagues to support our posi ons. To gather ideas during our Program Planning session in December,
she suggested that we have presenta ons on various issues followed by small group discussions.
Newly installed Membership Chair, Cheryl Mann, presented a proposed job descrip on for this role. The goal of
the Membership Chair is to recruit and engage new members and to retain enlis ng members. Concepts that
Cheryl shared were: the importance of planning for succession and preparing an understudy for your role, making
a plan to enhance use of social media, work on membership reten on and build coali ons.
Charlene Franz who is leading planning eﬀorts for hos ng the 2019 State Conven on, reported that she will devel‐
op a Request for Proposal outlining our needs for the conven on such as number of sleeping rooms and rooms for
breakout and general sessions. She will then submit the RFP to the Visitors and Conven on Center which will send
Continued, page 4
it to local hotels.
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Meet Nancy Dahl
I’m a “valley girl”, having grown up in small‐town Puyallup in the ‘50’s and ‘60’s. It was‐
n’t a place I wanted to stay as a young person, though, so I went oﬀ to the city to
a end the University of WA before marrying and moving to California. I lived in the
Sacramento area for 23 years, had my children there ‐ Erik, who s ll lives in CA; and
Karen, who lives in Tacoma ‐ and finished my educa on at the University of CA, Davis. I
studied Interior Design and did residen al design projects early in my career and then
later, switched to commercial design, working at UC‐Davis, Oﬃce Ou i ers in Mid‐
dletown, OH and Business Interiors Northwest in Tacoma and Sea le.
Because it was a high stress career, about 10 years ago I decided to re re from design
work and took a part me posi on with REI. It was perfect…8 minute commute, a job I could leave at the oﬃce, full
benefits and a company I was proud to work for. I’m completely re red now and busier than ever with ac vi es and
events with League, that I joined last fall a er a ending an excellent Ac on Workshop; and AAUW, which I have
belonged to several mes over the years in the diﬀerent ci es I have lived in. I have grandchildren to keep up with
too, a 16 year old grandson in this area and a seven year old granddaughter in CA.
Joining League has raised my consciousness regarding the role of ci zen ac vism and has made me more aware of
what’s going on in my city‐‐its strengths and weaknesses. I have learned we can’t be complacent. I love that LWV‐
TPC has a voice in our communi es and is working to have a role in influencing local change.
Unlike when I was young, I love Puyallup now…it’s a great community to grow old in!

2018 TRY Project – We Need Your Help
By Susan Eidenschink
A er the November 7 elec on, we have a big job to do. There are more changes in the TRY—our directory of govern‐
ment oﬃcials—a er municipal elec ons than a er statewide elec ons.
Work on the 2018 They Represent You (TRY) has already begun. In addi on to phone numbers, e‐mail addresses will
be included wherever they can be obtained, making all web and e‐mail addresses as hyperlinks in the electronic copy,
and publishing an easier‐to‐use web version. Obtaining and double checking this informa on so that the data is accu‐
rate in the TRY is a huge job. We need your help.
If you are willing to work on the TRY, or want to know more about what’s involved, please call or write Susan Ei‐
denschink, 253‐365‐405, susaneiden@harbornet.com; or John Thurlow, 253‐219‐1617, johnthurlow@harbornet.com.
We will be working over the next two months to reconfirm the distribu on lists to ensure we order a sensible number.
Printed copies cost about 75‐80 cents apiece. The fundraising commi ee has done a great job gaining dona ons to
support TRY produc on, but we should s ll be frugal.
Thank you for considering helping with this cri cal piece of the work we do!

Highlights of September Board Meeting, cont’d
The Board was asked to consider a gi membership at a lower rate. This could be used as a recrui ng tool, but it was
noted that State and Na onal PMPs must come out of the membership. It was agree that this should be considered
at the next Board mee ng.
In repor ng on Advocacy eﬀorts, Cynthia Stewart noted that the Ac on Workshop is scheduled for December 2. One
suggested theme was Health Care. The State League will organize most of the agenda, and we will select the theme
and keynote speaker(s). If health care is the topic, mental health should be considered since in 2020 behavioral
health will be combined with physical health per the State’s Medicaid Program.
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Time to Vote!
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
You should have your ballot. Don’t forget to use it. Elec on Day is November 7 ‐ and
that’s one of the reasons many of us in League have been so busy!
As well as the marathon nine candidate forums in eight hours for TV Tacoma (for Port
and Tacoma oﬃces – s ll viewable on TV Tacoma), we moderated candidate forums
for eight other Pierce County municipali es: DuPont; Edgewood; Fircrest: Gig Harbor;
Or ng; Puyallup; Steilacoom; University Place. The University Place forum is viewable
on UPTV, and DuPont on PCTV, both of which are both Rainier Communica ons. We
also co‐sponsored and assisted with the candidate forum for the Aﬀordable Housing Consor um.
For TV Tacoma, we again partnered very successfully with the Community Council of Tacoma (CCoT) – a partnership
we hope to con nue. Ques oners were from CCoT as well as Charlene Franz, Julie Oﬀer and Cynthia Stewart. John
Thurlow was also a ques oner, but when he did the ques oning he was represen ng CCoT. When he was a me‐
keeper, he was LWV! And, this year, we were able to do TV Tacoma forums for the General Elec on as well as the
Primary. If that con nues in future, we’ll only have to do the races which are actually ON the primary ballot.
I moderated for DuPont, Edgewood, Fircrest, Tacoma, and University Place. Terri Baker moderated for Or ng,
Puyallup, and Gig Harbor. Cynthia Stewart moderated for Steilacoom. Susan Eidenschink was most o en our won‐
derful, reliable mekeeper, with Chris e Perkins, John Thurlow, and I don’t‐know‐who‐else helping.
And that’s where I stop naming people. SO many people helped with the Forums – and I know if I tried to men on
all, I would miss someone. So – thank you so much to all who have helped. It is so important, and so helpful, and
so much appreciated.
It is also not diﬃcult. Gree ng people – giving out cards – etc. – and it’s a great way to get out and see what we do!
AND learn what your candidates have to say.
A endance at many of the Forums was terrific (106 in Steilacoom, I think, tops the list!), but not as good as it
should be – some of you weren’t there! We are known for this. We like doing this. We would like to get YOU in‐
volved. (But, if you didn’t help, at least you’ll go vote!)

LYZ  AND JEWEL
POP-UP  SHOP
beaded, embroidered, embellished…Kimono, Haori, Wall-Hangings
Friday, 17 November – 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Saturday, 18 November – 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma 98402
(First Tower, Suite 202)
A portion of the proceeds will benefit the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce
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October—Highlights of the Month in Pictures

October Conversation Cafes
Above, Tacoma; Top & Bottom R, Puyallup

Pierce County School Retirees’ Association Meetand-Greet
At Left, Legislators discuss issues with
attendees from their districts
The event was co-sponsored by LWVTPC

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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Unit Meetings in October—
Solutionary Rail
At left, Bill Moyer presented to the Tacoma Unit. He also presented to the Virtual
Unit.
His co-author, Patrick Mazza, presented
to the SW Pierce Unit. Cynthia Stewart
presented to the East Pierce and Gig
Harbor Units, using Moyer’s power
point.

October Unit mee ngs featured an innova ve proposal to electrify the na on’s
rail system—and to use that system to renovate the na on’s electricity grid. The
proponents, Bill Moyer and Patrick Mazza, ask the League to adopt a resolu on in
support of State funding for a feasibility study in Washington State. This pro‐
posal has been forwarded to the LWVWA Lobby Team., who may present it to the
LWVWA Board for considera on.
Edgewood candidate forum, October
23. At Right, Lyz-Kurnitz Thurlow
moderates; below, candidates for
City Council answer questions.

Terri Baker, L , moderated the candidate forum in Orting on October 4.
Above, City Council Candidate answered questions.

Other Ways to Keep up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.
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City of Tacoma, Port of Tacoma, Tacoma School District
and Metro Parks Candidate
Forum—October 6
Some of the many races at this mara‐
thon forum included those on the right.
Not all of the races were captured in
photos.
Above, Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow master‐
minded and moderated all of the fo‐
rums in this long day. To her le are
representa ves of the Community
Council of Tacoma, who asked some of
the candidate ques ons. To the right is
Susan Eidenschink, who was the prima‐
ry mer for these forums.
1.

Port of Tacoma Commissioner Position
2 candidates Noah Davis (L) and Dick
Marzano (R)

2.

Port of Tacoma Commissioner Position
4 candidates Kristin Ang (L) and Don
Meyer (R)

3.

City Council District 4 candidates Kevin Grossman (L) and Catherine Ushka
(R)

4.

City Council Distircxt 5candidaes Brian Arnold (L) and Chris Beale (R)

5.

City Council Position 6 (At-Large)
candidates Meredith Neal (L) and Lillian Hunter (R)

6.

City of Tacoma Mayor candidates Victoria Woodards (L) and Jim Merritt (R)

To watch any of these forums, see TV
Tacoma here.
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Puyallup Candidate Forum
At left, Puyallup School Board candidates Maddie Names, Mike
Leuzzi and Kathy Yang listen to a question from moderator Terri
Baker.
Below, Right, Puyallup City Council candidates answer questions. Left to Right, Jim Kastama, John Hopkins, Heather Shadko and Cynthia Jacobson take turns answering audience questions. On the far right is Terri Baker, LWVT-PC member, moderator.

Puyallup
October 18

At Left, City Council candidate/incumbent Heather Shadko answers an audience question.

At right, Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow moderated and Christie Perkins
served as timer for the DuPont candidates forum on October 25.
Below, candidates for City Council, L to R: Position 1, Chris
Barnes. Not shown, Luis Jimenez. Position 3, Rex Bruce and Patty Moore; Position 5, Kevin White and Leo Gruba.

October 25, 2017
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At right, keynote speaker
Elizabeth Pauli,
Tacoma City
Manager, spoke
inspirationally
of women’s
lives and
achievements
using the metaphor of a patchwork quilt,
where all of the
pieces are integrated into a
whole and none
re more important than the
others.

Above, League members and guests enjoyed the food, beverages and comments by Elizabeth Pauli and Sheriff Paul Pastor.

At top right, guests Terry
Bergeson and Larry Seaquist, former elected officials, engaged in conversation.
At left, Roxanne Miles
enthusiastically described
League activities.
At bottom right, Bobbie
Fletcher’s creative quiltwork was the top prize in
the auction to support the
Ed Fund.
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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH &
THE OPIOID CRISIS
PART I: The Individual &
Families
October 12, 2017
A large crowd turned out for this
forum in Gig Harbor.
At left, Jeremy Saucier

At far left and above,
two local residents
gave testimonials
about their personal
experiences

Pictures by Hugh McMillan, The
Peninsula Gateway
Above, Jud Morris,
local counselor discusses his experience
At left, Dr. Nathan
Schlicher answered
many questions from
the audience
At right, Councilmember Derek
Young discussed his
observations.
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Clockwise from top left:
Derek Young, Pierce County Councilmember, spoke at this forum
as well as at Part I and described the County’s upcoming task
force and its work. Top right, the room was nearly full.
Derek Murphy, substance abuse recovery counselor at Olalla
Recovery Center, described many of the community impacts as
well as how the Sheriff’s Department handle calls they receive.
He emphasized the need to report all incidents.

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH &
THE OPIOID CRISIS
PART II: Community Impacts
October 26, 2017

Michelle Harrison, Peninsula School District, described incidents with youth in schools and the extent of the issues with children. At her left is Superior Court Judge Grant Blinn, who detailed how the alternative drug court works, an option to jailing
certain offenders who qualify.
Lt. Fred Douglas , Gig Harbor Police, discussed the effects on
policing of opioid addicts and included some personal stories.
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The Homelessness
CoLab
Workshop,
October 2021
Larry Seaquist,
Facilitator

Elected
officials
received a
presentation from
participants about
their recommendati
ons for
addressing
homelessness

Photos by
Rita
Robison

November 2017
Other Scenes from the Homelessness CoLab, October 20/21

At right, six students from Nate Bowling’s Civics
class at Lincoln High School in Tacoma, joined
Larry Seaquist and the CoLab participants on
Friday night. At far right in this picture, Amy
McColm, NAACP, who coordinated the students’
engagement.
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Working Together to Build a Resilient Northwest: The Northwest Climate Conference Oc‐
tober 9 ‐ 11, 2017
By Marianne Seifert
LWVT-PC member Marianne Seifert attended this conference and provided the following summary for
League members.
This conference included more than 400 academics, non‐governmental organiza on, business, tribal, federal, state
and local government representa ves, and many others. It lived up to the tle. Hearing from many people working
together, learning from and helping each other was encouraging.
Some highlights:








Focus on ac ons, mul ple solu ons and mul ple benefits.
Climate change as a threat mul plier and threat to na onal security and economic stability.
Businesses are looking at their opera ons, using technology innova ons, turning to renewable energy
sources.
Plans and investments need to account for extreme weather, including contaminated site cleanup.
Was 2015 the new “normal,” with record hot summer and low snow pack?
Social cost of carbon has informed federal policies and investments ‐ will it in the future?
Help your elected oﬃcials with knowledge and crea ve solu ons! Some recognize local impacts and
risks, such as flooding, and are working on solu ons with mul ple benefits.

How we work together was a common theme in many of the sessions I a ended. We all need to be part of conver‐
sa ons and ac ons. We need to knit a network of individuals and organiza ons. We all are responsible for taking
care of our water, land and resources. We need to listen to each other, relate to others’ values, start with what
people are worried about, encourage cri cal thinking, see a posi ve path forward. Ways to do this include
walkshops (walking workshops), videos, digital storytelling, climateconversa on.org app, comics, middle and high
school curricula, place‐based educa on. These help us share experien al, cultural, spiritual and other knowledges
cri cal to building resilience.
Johanna Wolf, from the Bri sh Columbia Ministry of Environment, shared a resilience framework that seems useful
and relevant for our work. The framework has three sets of key pre‐condi ons for adapta on: knowledge, imple‐
menta on, and evalua on. Implementa on includes authority over decisions, suppor ng mo va on and mandates
to act, building public support, strengthening organiza onal capacity including human capacity and capacity to
work across organiza ons, and building financial capacity. Evalua on includes monitoring evidence, public re‐
por ng, and whether regular reviews take place.
Want to read this and other presenta on abstracts? Go to www.pnwclimateconference.org.
So how might we work together to build resilience in our communi es?
1. Ask League members if they’re using the Climate Change Toolkit at www.lwvwa.org. If not, why not?
How can we improve it? What tools to we need to be more eﬀec ve?
2. Develop a short menu of local personal and policy ac ons, to focus our eﬀorts. We can all do some‐
thing!
3. Create a local network of organiza ons and individuals working on reducing greenhouse gas emissions
and increasing resilience. Use Johanna Wolf’s resilience framework to iden fy strategies and partners
to strengthen our work.
Want to help? Do you have ideas about how and who we should work with?
Contact us at lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com!
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You’re Invited to the Kick-off for Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy – November 16
By Sarah Cornett, Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility
Fires, smoky skies, hurricanes, and their resul ng health impacts this summer renew our
urgency to fight for climate jus ce. In the face of inac on from the “other” Washington,
there’s no be er me to advocate for solu ons in our state and in Pierce County.
This fall, I’m organizing for the Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy, a non‐par san coali on of
over 170 organiza ons commi ed to passing an equitable climate policy. Our coali on in‐
cludes leaders from the faith community, labor unions, communi es of color, and environ‐
mental groups. As the Climate Program Organizer for the Washington Physicians for Social
Responsibility, my organiza on represents the health voice in our coali on.
Together, we’re gearing up to put an ini a ve on the ballot that prices pollu on. Our plan would generate a tax on
carbon, then reinvest that money to clean our air, water, and create good family wage jobs in clean energy.
In Tacoma, we’re excited to host a campaign Kickoﬀ event on November 16 at 7:00 pm, in Shiloh Bap st Church,
1211 S I St, Tacoma, WA 98405. We’d love to see League members there as we talk through ways to build our
movement in Pierce County and share ideas for how to get this crucial message out!
We are always invi ng new people to join us in our historic and diverse coali on. As a woman and organizer, I’ve
personally long admired the LWV’s persistent ac on to make vo ng and poli cs accessible and engaging. We’d love
to have your members join us in this exci ng work!
We’re also recrui ng volunteers and Climate Jus ce Stewards, our volunteer leaders who give presenta ons about
the Alliance and gather pledge cards in their communi es. Does this sound like something that you could see your‐
self doing? Please let me know! My email is sarah@wpsr.org. Thanks for all that you do!

Book Review - Radical Hope: Letters of Love and Dissent in Dangerous Times , Edited by Carolina De Robertis
by Betty Devereux
Somehow, I was fortunate enough to have placed before me a collec on of essays, le ers and
hear elt stories of courage and dissent. Radical Hope: LeƩers of Love and Dissent in Dangerous
Times edited by Carolina De Rober s collects the thoughts and feelings of thirty‐one authors
and ac vists. The theme of these “le ers of love” is hope. Whether it is Juno Diaz wri ng to his
sister and nieces in the middle of the night, Lisa See wri ng to her grandson, or Chris na Garcia
who writes to her granddaughter seven genera ons hence.
Le er a er le er oﬀers consola on, advice and love to rela ves, friends and the world in gen‐
eral. Mohja Kahf writes to her habib or loved one, about growing up Muslim in the American Midwest and the
lessons it taught her about resiliency; Jane Smiley writes to all baby boomers and Karen Joy Fowler writes to the
protectors at Standing Rock. Each is filled with urgency and compassion.
There is also frustra on and anger. Mona Eltahawy writes to a young woman she meets in a Cairo grocery store.
The tle of her essay is #F***Fascism #F***The Patrimony. Radical Hope is a book for those who really are looking
for solace and no ons to hold on to during this me. You may not agree or enjoy every entry; some may infuriate
you; some may make you cry. All will give you something to think about and, maybe, “Plan B or Plan C” (Mohja
Kahf) since Plan A did not work out.
In a postscript, De Rober s lists signs from the January 21, 2017 Women’s March in Oakland, CA‐‐my favorite: “We
need a President who reads books.” This book is available through the Pierce Co. Library system (not in the
Puyallup or Tacoma collec ons).
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The League of women
Voters of Sea le‐King
County is holding a train‐
ing session on Parlia‐
mentary Procedures and
has invited members
from LWVT‐PC to a end,
if they are interested. If
you haven’t experienced
Roberts’ Rules before,
this is a great opportuni‐
ty to learn how it
works—and prepara on
for our Program Plan‐
ning and Annual Mee ng
sessions coming up later
this year.
Be sure to RSVP if you
would like to a end.

Program Planning and Holiday Party—December 9
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow, Program Chair
Program planning is the process by which League decides what to work on in the year ahead. Each year, local
Leagues can suggest to Na onal or State League what they want that level of League to study or act upon. These
proposals are sent forward to the respec ve conven ons for considera on. This year, recommenda ons will go to
the Na onal League for the LWVUS conven on in June 2018.
In addi on, this is an opportunity to scope out what could be done in our local League for 2018‐19. Those ideas will
be finalized at the LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng in June 2018.
Please save December 9 for this annual Program Planning mee ng, brunch and party. It will begin at 9:30 a.m. and
con nue un l we're done.
In prepara on for discussing what we want LWVUS League to study and where we want ac on, PLEASE read the
short‐form of the Na onal posi ons in the Handbook, and start thinking about what's important to you. For details
of the LWVUS posi ons, go to Impact on Issues, h p://lwv.org/content/impact‐issues‐online‐edi on.
To prepare for the discussion of LWVT‐PC work for next year, go to the local posi ons in your handbook. More in‐
forma on will come out in next month’s Voter.
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In the 2015‐16 school year,
4,129 K‐12 students in
Pierce County were home‐
less—and there are more
this year.

Wednesday, Dec. 6, 2017
Event begins at 6:30 p.m.
Seattle Central Library, Microsoft Auditorium
1000 4th Ave., Seattle, WA 98104
Click to RSVP by Nov. 29.

One in every 27 of students in Washington state is homeless. About half are
in 5th grade or younger. And 87 percent of homeless kids in Sea le Public
Schools are students of color, widening the achievement gap. Join The Se‐
a le Times’ Project Homeless team for a hard look at homelessness in our
city, possible real‐world solu ons and support services to help homeless
kids stay in school, find permanent housing and learn to thrive.
The Sea le Times LiveWire series, presented by Microso , features mean‐
ingful discussions about vital issues impac ng our region and its people. For
more informa on, please visit sea le mes.com/livewire or email live‐
wire@sea le mes.com.

Virtual Unit Meetings – Give Them a Try
By Alison McCaffree
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County has ins tuted virtual Unit Mee ng and welcomes others to
the next one and those that follow.

Details
On the mee ng day, 15 minutes before the mee ng starts:


Go to h ps://zoom.us
 Click on "Join a Mee ng" (Blue le ers on white background in the upper right)
 Enter mee ng code in the box: 899 235 457 .
 Please click Launch Applica on if you see the system dialog.
 If nothing prompts from browser, download & run Zoom.
 You will be asked to register with your name and e‐mail address at the first mee ng.
If you have any ques ons or need help logging on please text or call Alison at 253‐720‐6813.
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Wendes Jones
wendesj@yahoo.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Donna Ewing,
suedonoly@comcast.net; Ann El‐
liston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253‐432‐4407,
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Virtual Meeting—Join Online
2nd Wednesday of the Month
6:30—8:30 pm
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if
you see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with
your name and e‐mail address at the
first mee ng.

This Month: November—Northwest Detention
Center
The Northwest Deten on Center, located on the de flats at the Port of
Tacoma, has been a controversial loca on for the imprisonment of immi‐
grants without documenta on and who have commi ed a crime. The de‐
tainees have li le access to lawyers or others who can assist them with legal
ma ers. This facility is operated by the GEO Group, a privately owned com‐
pany, on behalf of the U.S. Immigra on and Customs Enforcement (ICE),

with li le oversite by the city of Tacoma or other government en ty.
At the November Unit mee ngs we will hear from experts on this
facility.
NOTE: Two unit mee ngs have date changes as a result of Veter‐
ans’ Day. See calendar for details.

Next Month: December– Program Planning and
Celebration
In December there will not be Unit mee ngs. There will be a Gen‐
eral mee ng to discuss program planning for our Local League and
for the Na onal League. Bring along any ideas you have for changes
in our Local League posi ons or in the posi ons of the League of
Women Voters of the United States. This will also be a me to cele‐
brate the season and our work together.

Last Month: October – Ballot Issues and Transportation Ideas
The two Pierce County ballot issues dealing with the Pierce County
Charter – the method of filling a vacant par san and nonpar san po‐
si on and lengthening the term limita on for elected oﬃcial to the
Pierce County Council from two years to three years—were dis‐
cussed.
At the Tacoma Unit mee ng Bill Moyer, Backbone Campaign found‐
er, gave a lively presenta on about Solu onary Rail – a concept for
rail electrifica on across the northern states from Sea le WA to Chi‐
cago IL. At the Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng Patrick Mazza gave a
similar presenta on. Bill Moyer and Patrick Mazza are the two main
authors of the book Solu onary Rail. At the East Pierce and the Gig
Harbor/Key Peninsula Unit mee ngs, Cynthia Stewart gave the
presenta on using the PowerPoint presenta on created by the Back‐
bone Campaign.

For more information, see www.tacomapiercelwv.org
or call 253-272-1495
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LWVT-PC Calendar - November 2017—February 2018
Nov. 3, Fri.
10:00 am—Noon
NOTE CHANGE OF
DATE

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
NW Deten on Center

Nov. 4, Sat.
10:00 am—Noon
NOTE CHANGE OF
DATE

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
NW Deten on Center
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Nov. 7, Tues.

ELECTION DAY! Get those ballots
in.

Nov. 8, Wed.
6:30 pm

Virtual Unit Mee ng
NW Deten on Center

Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you
see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser, down‐
load & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e‐mail address at the first
mee ng.

Nov. 9, Thurs.
1:00—3:00 pm

Peninsula Town Hall: Health Care
Reform in WA State
Gig Harbor Civic Center
3510 Grandview St., Gig Harbor

Nov. 10, Fri.
6:30 pm

Meaningful Movies—Gig Harbor:
Fix‐It
Agnus Dei Lutheran Church
10511 Peacock Hill, Gig Harbor

Nov. 11, Sat.
1:00—4:00 pm

NW Deten on Center Immigrant
Support Ac on
NW Deten on Center
1623 E J St, Tacoma

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng
NW Deten on Center
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Nov. 13, Mon.
6:30 pm
NOTE DATE
CHANGE

Nov. 14, Thurs.
3:00‐4:30 pm

Nov. 15, Wed.
2:00 pm

Nov. 15, Wed.
2:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
NW Deten on Center
Tacoma Police Department, North Sub‐
sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Nov. 9, Thurs.
6:30—8:00 pm

Nov. 11, Sat.
2:00—4:00 pm

Nov. 16, Thurs.
7:00 pm

Nov. 17, Fri.
5:00—7:30 pm

Conversa on Café
United Methodist Church
Fireside Room
1919 W. Pioneer Ave.
Puyallup, WA 98371

Parliamentary Procedures Training
League of Women Voters of Sea le‐
King County
1620 18th Ave #101, Sea le

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Conversa on Café
Denny’s Restaurant,
Community Room
5924 6th Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406

Alliance for Jobs and Clean Ener‐
gy—Kick‐Oﬀ Event
Shiloh Bap st Church
Lyz & Jewel Pop‐Up Shop
LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Nov. 18, Sat.
Lyz & Jewel Pop‐Up Shop
LWVT‐PC
Oﬃce
11:00 am—5:00 pm
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Nov. 20, Mon.

Deadline to Submit Ar cles for
December Voter

Nov. 30, Thurs.
6:30 pm

Meaningful Movie – Of Race and
Reconcilia on
Grand Cinema
606 Fawce Ave, Tacoma
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LWVT-PC Calendar - November 2017—February 2018, cont’d
Dec. 2, Sat.
9:30 am—3:00 pm

Dec. 8, Fri.
6:30 pm

LWVWA Ac on Workshop
First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Meaningful Movies—Gig Harbor:
The Economics of Happiness
Agnus Dei Lutheran Church,
10511 Peacock Hill, Gig Harbor

Dec. 9, Sat.
9:30 am—2:00 pm

Program Planning & Holiday Party
General Membership Mee ng
First United Methodist Church
Fellowship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Dec. 9, Sat.
1:00—4:00 pm

NW Deten on Center Immigrant
Support Ac on
NW Deten on Center
1623 E J St, Tacoma

Dec. 15, Fri.
6:30 pm

Meaningful Movies—Tacoma:
Economics of Happiness
Grand Cinema
606 Fawce Ave, Tacoma

Dec. 20, Wed.

Deadline for January Voter

Dec. 20, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

Jan. 10, Wed.
6:30 pm

LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Jan. 11, Thurs.
1:00 pm

Tacoma Police Dept, North Substa on
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Jan. 12, Fri.
10:00 am

SW Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Legisla ve Preview
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Jan. 13, Sat.
10:00 am

East Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Legisla ve Preview
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Jan. 13, Sat.
2:00 pm

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng—Legisla ve Preview
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Jan. 17, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

Jan 20, Sat.

Deadline for February Voter

Feb. 8, Thurs.
1:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng – Homeless‐
ness

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Preview
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you
see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e‐mail address at the first
mee ng.

Tacoma Unit Mee ng – Legisla ve
Preview

LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Tacoma Police Dept, North Substa on
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Feb. 9, Fri.
10:00 am

SW Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Homelessness
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Feb. 10, Sat.
10:00 am

East Pierce Unit Mee ng—
Homelessness
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
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LWVT-PC Calendar - November 2017—February 2018, cont’d
Feb. 10, Sat.
2:00 pm

Feb. 14, Wed.
6:30 pm

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng—Homelessness

Feb. 20, Tues.

Deadline for March Voter

Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Feb. 21, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Preview
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you
see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e‐mail address at the first
mee ng.

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student or Associate
membership is $37.50 for either.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________ Comments: _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
2301

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-

