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October Unit Meetings: Program Solutionary Rail &
Ballot Issues
The unit mee ngs this month will feature two
parts. One part is the topic of solu onary rail,
which was suggested at last June’s annual
mee ng. The second part is countywide ballot issues.
Solu onary Rail is a people-powered campaign to electrify America’s railroads and
open corridors to a clean energy future.
At the October Unit mee ngs the authors will
tell us about Solu onary Rail, which is an idea
proposed by the Backbone Campaign. This
Campaign is head-quartered on Vashon Island. The organiza on provides crea ve
By Bill Moyer , Patrick Mazza, and
strategies, ar ul ac on support, and training
the Backbone Solutionary Rail Team
opportuni es for change agents across the
United States. The purpose of the Backbone
Campaign is to accelerate the growth of a social movement powerful enough to
manifest a world where life, community, nature, and our obliga ons to future
genera ons are NOT for sale, but honored as sacred. Therefore, it is not surprising that this organiza on would come up with an idea like Solu onary Rail.
Rail electrifica on is well known in other countries. Many of you who have traveled in Europe have experienced this type of travel. Comparing the rail service
in Europe to that in the United States shows a stark diﬀerence. The United
States no longer dominates the world in technological terms. Rail electrifica on
is an idea that is very mely for the United States now when we need railroads
to transport products across the country and to reduce our use of coal and diesel fuel and increase our use of wind and solar power. This idea will make our
original mass transit system young again. Podcasts have rejuvenated radio, so
electric trains can help bring back the age of rail and reduce the traﬃc on our
highways.
Some of the eﬃciency advantages of Solu onary Rail are the following:







Trains are more eﬃcient aerodynamically than trucks
Steel rolling on steel has about one-fi h of the fric on of rubber on concrete
Electricity costs much less than diesel fuel
Regenera ve braking reduces fuel costs even more
Electric locomo ves are cheaper to buy and operate than diesel
Electric locomo ves maintenance costs are lower.

Continued, page 4
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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal organiza on that encourages informed and ac ve par cipa on in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through educa on
and advocacy.

Page 2
Thank you to Donors
to the

Board of Directors & Volunteer Coordinator
President
Cynthia Stewart
stewdahl@comcast.net
1st Vice President
Charlene Franz
csﬀranz@icloud.com

for their generous grant to the Educa on Fund and
to these contributors:
Julie Landau
Aviva Lemberger

2nd Vice President
Cheryl Mann
Larch@gci.net
Secretary
Julie Oﬀner
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Treasurer
Susan Eidenschink
susaneiden@harbornet.com

Welcome to Our New Members

Educa on Fund Treasurer
Judy Payne
judyann.payne@gmail.com

Virginia Appel

Beverly Bowen‐Benne

Julie Landau

Beatrice Roy

David McInturﬀ

Adam A. Smith

Directors
Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Roxanne Miles
milespurpose@centurylink.net
Ginny Peterson
ginnypete_1897@msn.com
Julio Quan
julioquan1@gmail.com
John Thurlow
johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Volunteer Coordinator
Ruth Ann Hatche
ruthann6257@msn.com

2017 Goals
LWVT-PC will strive to achieve these goals throughout the
year and in each League ac vity:
 Increase LWVT-PC visibility
 Increase LWVT-PC sustainability
 Increase empowerment of women
 Increase service to voters
 Increase public understanding of the role of government, including taxa on

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers

Photos:

Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Charlene Franz, Ruth Ann Hatche , Mary Kohli,
Cynthia Stewart

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Judy Payne, Marty Webb
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Message from the President: You’re Making a Difference!
The League’s mission has three
parts: encourage the informed
and ac ve par cipa on of ci zens
in government; increase understanding of major public policy
issues; and influence public policy
through educa on and advocacy.
We are tackling all three – and
achieving our goals for this year,
especially those that call for enhancing our visibility, increasing
our sustainability, and increasing
our service to voters.
Our brand new Conversa on Cafes brought about a dozen
new non-League par cipants – and they liked what they experienced. Our voter registra on ac vi es during September are historic. And in the month ahead, we will educate
voters extensively in eight candidate forums around the
County plus the marathon of forums in one day in Tacoma.
Wow!

We also have League members taking ac on. Our par cipaon in the public hearings at the Washington Transporta on
and U li es Commission regarding Puget Sound Energy’s
proposed con nued use of coal helped result in a se lement
that will restrict the Colstrip mine use to no later than 2027.
Our members are at the NW Deten on Center providing
support to detainees and their visitors monthly. We con nue to monitor the Pierce County budget and will be suppor ng development of crea ve new strategies for the county’s homeless popula on during October.
And… you and your friends have a chance to support our
sustainability at our upcoming fundraiser on October 19.
Don’t miss that opportunity to have some fun while contribu ng to League’s ability to con nue its work.
Thank you all for your con nued, valuable eﬀorts to achieve
our mission. You are making a diﬀerence!
Cynthia Stewart

Highlights of August Board Meeting
By Julie Offner, Secretary
The Board approved a request of the Washington State School Re ree’s Associa on to cosponsor a Pierce County State Legislave meet and greet on October 19. Although it immediately precedes our fundraiser, Board members noted that a similar
event held last year had been well a ended. They will handle logis cs, and we will be responsible for invita ons and publicity.
Susan Eidenschink presented the Treasurer’s report. In July, there were 17 member renewals and two household renewals.
One new member joined. A non-member donated $200. Total membership is 119. Represen ng Voter Services, Lyz KurnitzThurlow provided an update on the candidate forums scheduled so far, which include Tacoma, University Place, Edgewood and
DuPont. She noted that Northeast Tacoma Neighborhood Council has asked for help with a forum on October 19, but their
date conflicts with our fundraiser.
In her report on Advocacy and Outreach, Cynthia Stewart shared that the State League has accepted our oﬀer to host the Acon Workshop. It will be December 2.
Roxanne Miles, Finance & Sustainability Chair, reported that both Funds, the Educa on Fund and LWVT‐PC opera ng Fund
financial prac ces received a clean bill of health a er a financial review. Roxanne and Vanessa McKinney conducted the review. They made several recommenda ons, including considera on of use of a debit card. The financial reviews will be included in the annual report.
The Board was asked to consider the crea on of a Presidents’ Memorial Fund for Helen Sohlberg, a 70-year member of the
League. It was agreed that we should wait for input from the family.

OCTOBER UNIT MEETINGS, cont’d –
BALLOT ISSUES
(Amendment No. 28 proposed by Ordinance No. 2007-18,
No. 29 proposed by Ordinance No. 2007-50, and No. 30
proposed by Ordinance No. 2007-51, Approved November
6, 2007; Originally Adopted November 4, 1980) ORIGINAL TEXT Adopted November 4, 1980:

Arguments in Favor of the proposed Charter Amendment:

Proponents of this amendment cite the benefits of greater
longevity for Councilmembers par cipa ng in regional trans

porta on and economic development work. They note that
only two other coun es have term limits, and this amendment would make the Pierce County Council term limits, at
three consecu ve terms, consistent with those other two
coun es.
Arguments Against the proposed Charter Amendment:
Opponents of this amendment argue that the longer term
limits would allow longer corrup on, if it existed; and would
make incumbents even harder to challenge at the polls.
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Meet Ned Witting
It’s hard to know where to call home since I was born in Oregon, but lived with my parents in Oregon, Idaho, Maryland,
Egypt, and Liberia by the me I entered 6th grade. Then we
se led in the DC suburbs un l I a ended the College of William and Mary, gradua ng in 1975 with a degree in accoun ng. A er working as a CPA for three years, I moved to
California in 1978 to be near my parents. I worked in the Bay
Area for the next 20 years for companies involved in
prin ng, medical device design, and control systems. I also
earned and completed an MBA degree from the University
of Santa Clara.
While in California I met and married my wife Karilee, and
together we started our family of three boys, (Rob, Mike and
David) and a daughter, Leah. The three boys have all graduated from college and have earned degrees in aeronau cs,
electrical engineering and computa onal linguis cs. Leah
has graduated from high school and is also pursuing higher
educa on.
In 1998, we followed my in-laws to
Washington
State,
se ling
in
Puyallup. I then served as CFO for a
mul na onal prin ng company for
two years producing record profits.
Unfortunately, our division was sold
leading to a management shakeup
that le both me and the division
President unemployed. Our terminaon turned out to be a blessing in
disguise, however, as we chose to go
into business together as entrepreneurs. We purchased a
small prin ng company in Puyallup. Over the next 15 exci ng years, we grew the company 10-fold. In April of this
year, I sold my interest in the company and cut back my ac

ve involvement so I have the me
to pursue my other interests.
Among my interests are scou ng,
my church, outdoor ac vi es and
poli cs. I have served scou ng for
30 years as a cubmaster, scoutmaster, varsity coach, district chairman,
and council board member for the
Pacific Harbors Council. Currently, I
am serving as 11-year old scout
leader and as V.P. of Membership
for the Council. I have served even
longer in various church posi ons including in elders’ quorum presidencies, bishoprics and on the stake high council.
My outdoor interests include hiking, camping and kayaking
at the moment and I look to do a lot more of those, now that
I have more me available.
Growing up in The DC suburbs, it was hard to ignore poli cs,
and during the Watergate era I was truly hooked. I also
came by it honestly as my mother served as President of the
League chapters in Bu e County, California and in Arlington,
Virginia and as a member of the na onal lobby corps. I was
always a uned to poli cs, but became more and more frustrated as Congress became so dysfunc onal that it eventually shut down the federal government in the fall of 2013.
That event mo vated me to author a book en tled Poli cal
Gridlock: It’s Time for a Reboot, a non-par san look at the
factors that contribute to the current poli cal climate and
how we might address them. I joined League this spring and
am enjoying ge ng my feet wet on the Homelessness CoLab
and the redistric ng forum projects.

October Unit Meetings: Program Solutionary Rail & Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 1
Switching to electrifying rail will be a challenge, so spreading the word and ge ng support from the general public is essen al.
Even with the advantages listed above, the challenges will require educa on and public enthusiasm. You can obtain a book on
Solu onary Rail at Solu onaryRail.org or download the ebook at Solu onaryRail.org/ebook. This book is available at the Tacoma Public Library, the Pierce County Library, and the King County Library.
The Pierce County Charter was adopted in 1980. Since that me, there have been numerous revisions to it. This year’s ballot
includes two charter amendment proposals. The voters’ pamphlet material about each of these is linked.
Proposed Charter Amendment #46 – Filling Vacancies in Elec ve Oﬃce; and Proposed Charter Amendment #47 – Limita on
on Terms of Oﬃce. See them here. The Pierce County Charter contains methods of amendment in Sec on 8.50 -- Charter
Amendment, General Provisions. This sec on allows amendments to the County Charter to be proposed by the Charter Review
Commission, the Council or the people, provided certain ballot submi al requirements are met. Proposed amendments are
placed on the ballot for a vote. If the proposed amendment is approved by a majority of the voters vo ng on the issue, it shall
be eﬀec ve ten days a er the results of the elec on are cer fied, unless a later date is specified in the pe on or ordinance
proposing the amendment.
These two amendments were proposed by the Pierce County Council through adop on of ordinances that placed the amendments on the ballot.

Continued, page 11
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Back to League and More
Thanks to presenters Roxanne Miles and Ginny Peterson, LWVT-PC is
oﬀ to a good start in this new program year. The Back-to-League sessions were very informa ve and also generated good discussion among
members old and new about how League does business and what is
planned for the year.
Two addi onal units, not shown here, also had the presenta on and
great turnouts for Back-to-League: East Pierce, mee ng in Puyallup;
and Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula, mee ng in Gig Harbor.

Above, SW Pierce Unit Meeting, with Ginny Peterson
presenting Back to League.
At right, screen shot of Alison McCaffree leading the
new virtual unit meeting.
Below, Tacoma Unit Meeting (not shown, Ginny Peterson, presenting, and new unit leader Wendes Jones.

Puyallup Fair Survey Results
Final tally at the Fair—the top three priori es were:
1.

Health Care

2.

Educa on

3.

Environment

October 2017
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At left, one of the 475 Fair-goers
who entered their issue priorities
on the League’s score card.
At right, a new voter registers at
the League’s booth.

Puyallup Fair—
A Great Success!
Thanks to Ruth Ann Hatche , who coordinated the Fair booth; the 17 volunteers who staﬀed it and registered voters (some of whom took more than one
shi ); and Ginny Peterson, who helped make the booth presenta on eﬀec ve
and appealing, League’s eﬀorts at the Fair were a great success.

Conversation Cafes Initiated
Last Spring, one of the outcomes of the Civility Forum series was the expressed desire by many par cipants to con nue the
opportunity to just talk with others. So this year, the League ini a ed Conversa on Cafes, in collabora on with AAUW, NAACP
and RAD. The first set, held the week of September 18, was a great success.

At left, Worth Gurley celebrated his 99th birthday at the Conversation Café!

October 2017
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Candidate Forums Have Begun
LWVT-PC’s biggest year ever for candidate forums is now in full swing, beginning with the Tacoma Housing Authority’s in Tacoma followed by Steilacoom (pictured below). See the full list of remaining forums in two separate posters, one for Tacoma and the other for loca ons in the rest of the County, on pages 15 and 16.
At right, City
Council Candidates Roger Neal
(L) and PK
Thumbi, (R) ,
answer questions.
At far right, the
audience was
more than 100
people, a very
large crowd. At
bottom, Steilacoom Historic
School District
#1 Board candidates answer
questions. (L to
R), Enfield,
Forbes, Thakor,
Pierce, Denning
and McDonald.

2018 TRY Project Begins
By Susan Eidenschink

Work on the 2018 They Represent You (TRY) is beginning. In addi on to phone numbers, we
will be including e-mail addresses wherever they can be obtained, making all web and e-mail
addresses as hyperlinks in the electronic copy, and publishing an easier to use web version.
Obtaining and double checking this informa on so that we have accurate data in our TRY is
a huge job. We need your help.
If you are willing to work on the TRY, or want to know more about what’s involved, please
call or write Susan Eidenschink, 253-365-4005, susaneiden@harbornet.com; or John Thurlow, 253-219-1617, johnthurlow@harbornet.com.
We will be working over the next two months to reconfirm the distribu on lists to ensure
we order a sensible number; printed copies cost about 75-80 cents apiece. The fundraising
commi ee has done a great job gaining dona ons to support TRY produc on.

October 2017
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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma–Pierce County is
co-sponsoring Peninsula Town Hall’s series on health care.
The first forum, Now is the Time, featured a film and panel
discussion about the single-payer health care op on. The
na onal League of Women Voters supports single-payer
health care, and League lobbyists will be working on related legisla on at the Washington State Legislature this session.

At left, some of the participants
in the forum, as they listened to
the music.
At left, Sherry Weinberg, MD,
President of Western WA Physicians for a National Health Program, answers an audience question. Others in the panel include
Julie Landau, Moderator; Georgia Davenport, Whole Washington; and Jo Rodman, LWVWA
Lobby Team member for health
care, and forum organizer.

For FundraiserTickets:
h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/leaving‐a‐legacy‐an‐event‐
celebra ng‐womens‐role‐in‐democracy‐ ckets‐36947189037

Observer Reports, NE Tacoma Neighborhood Council, cont’d from page 23
Tacoma Public Scools reported that as a result of the
Legislature’s budget ac on, all jobs are frozen except
classroom-related posi ons. SAMI will open October 4
with 450-50 students. $31 million is projected for the
Browns Point Elementary school. Tacoma Public Schools’
goal is that all gradua ng students are career-ready. All
students receive passes to the Metro Park programs.
DACA has been a topic of many calls to the District.
Rep. Laurie Jinkins described the adopted State budget
and implica ons for Tacoma Schools. See the full Observer report online to read the full report.

October 2017
OCTOBER UNIT MEETINGS, cont’d –
BALLOT ISSUES
Proposed Charter Amendment #46 – Filling Vacancies in Elective Office
This amendment would amend Sec on 4.70 of the Pierce
County Charter to modify the process for filling vacancies in
County elected posi ons. It would specify that appointments
made from a list of three people submi ed by the poli cal
party would only apply to par san oﬃces and it would add a
requirement that nonpar san elected vacancies be filled by
adver sing to the public and selec ng from among those
who apply. The text below shows the proposed amendment.
[Underlining represents proposed added text; strikeout represents text proposed to be deleted.]
Section 4.70 -- Vacancies
(1) An elective office shall become vacant when one of
the following occurs:
(a) death;
(b)
total permanent incapacity as determined
by a panel of three physicians;
(c) resignation;
(d) recall of the officer;
(e)
a Councilmember's absence from three
consecutive regular meetings of the Council,
without being excused by the Council;
(f) absence from the County for 30 days without being excused by the Council; or
(g)
failure to maintain residence within the
district from which elected.
(2) The Council shall fill a vacancy in a partisan office by
appointment from a list of three people submitted by the
County central committee of the party represented by the
official in office immediately prior to the declaration of
vacancy. In the event that this official was elected as an
independent, the vacancy shall be filled by the Council with
an individual who certifies to be of the same affiliation.
The Council shall fill a vacancy in a nonpartisan office by
appointment from applicants responding to a public request for applications for the vacant nonpartisan office.
(3) Vacancies in an elective position shall be filled at the
next November general election, unless the vacancy occurs
after the last day for filing declarations of candidacy, in
which case the vacancy shall be filled at the next succeeding November general election. The person elected shall
take office upon certification of the results of the election,
and shall serve the unexpired term of the vacated office.
Until a successor has been elected and certified, a majority
of the Council shall fill the vacancy by appointment. All
persons appointed to fill vacancies shall meet the qualifications set in Section 4.30.
(4) An elective official shall be suspended with pay upon
an information or indictment for a felony being filed
against the official, such suspension continued until conviction, acquittal or dismissal of such charges, and shall be
removed from office upon being convicted thereof.
(Originally Adopted November 4, 1980)
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Arguments in Favor of the proposed Charter Amendment:
Proponents of this amendment note that when the County
Charter was originally adopted, all of the elected oﬃces were
par san. Since then, Auditor, Assessor-Treasurer and Sheriﬀ
were changed to non-par san posi ons. This amendment
would change the process for filling vacancies in those oﬃces
to a broader pool reflec ve of the non-par san nature of the
oﬃces.
Arguments Against the proposed Charter Amendment:
Opponents of this amendment state that by placing it on the
ballot outside of the regularly prescribed Charter review
commission (formed every ten years), it minimizes the opportunity for the public to engage in debate regarding the proposal. They also argue that a public recruitment and applicaon process would allow “stacking” of applica ons from
those favored by the Council.

Proposed Charter Amendment #47 – Limitation
on Terms of Office
If adopted, this amendment would modify sec on 4.90 of the
Pierce County Charter to change term limits for Pierce County
Councilmembers from two consecu ve terms to three consecu ve terms, consistent with Sheriﬀ, Assessor-Treasurer
and Auditor. It also would move a provision that specifies
change of residency between districts would not aﬀect the
term limit for elected oﬃcials. Service as a Councilmember
prior to January 1, 2019 would be counted as part of such
consecu ve terms for purposes of term limits. The text that
follows shows the proposed amendment to Sec on 4.0 of the
County Charter. [Underlining represents proposed added
text; strikeout represents text proposed to be deleted.]
Section 4.90 -- Limitation on Terms of Office
No person shall be allowed to serve in County elective
office for more than two consecutive 4-year terms in the
same position as a Councilmember or Executive. No person shall be allowed to serve in County elective office for
more than three consecutive 4-year terms in the same position as Councilmember, Sheriff, Assessor-Treasurer or
Auditor. Establishment of residency in an alternate district
will not circumvent this restriction. Service as the Assessor
-Treasurer or Auditor prior to January 1, 2009, shall be
counted as part of such consecutive terms. Service as
Councilmember prior to January 1, 2019 shall be counted
as part of such consecutive terms. Establishment of residency in an alternate district will not circumvent this restriction.

Continued, next page
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Observer Reports
Observer reports are available at any time on the League’s web site at http://www.tacomapiercelwv.org/
Observers.html. Highlights of the reports are shared in The Voter. Interested in serving as an observer
for your own City Council? Contact Paula Eismann, peismann60@comcast.net.
Puyallup City Council – August 29, 2017
By Nancy Dahl
The Puyallup City Council held a study session on August 29.
Several topics were addressed by city staﬀ:
City Manager, Kevin Yamamoto explained how some of the
proceeds of the Lodging Tax are designated for special expenses, some public-generated and some council requests.
He reported on staﬀ’s recommenda ons for a vote. Most of
the requests were approved. Requests for a community fireworks event and web site improvements for the Main Street
Associa on were tabled for further discussion. Council requested that next year the council receive the list earlier.
Ms. Ka e Baker of the Planning Department presented an
overview of the Food Truck Policy.
The Food Truck Associa on has requested a temporary Mobile Food License with no background check for a short-term
pilot program to test a plan to locate food trucks at Pioneer
Park and at the Sound Transit sta on for longer than the
standard 30-day limit. Their argument is that the standard
Mobile License would be too expensive for a pilot program.
Planning Commission Director, Tom U erback reviewed a
Si ng Analysis for Homeless-Serving Uses. He began his overview by showing what 250’, 500’ and 1000’ buﬀers look like
on a map of the city to inform the council of the impact of
buﬀers. The Planning Department was directed to review
loca ons within the city and out of the downtown area to
locate day/night drop in centers. The buﬀers were explored
to provide various levels of protec on for sensi ve populaons like

schools, libraries, parks, daycare centers, senior care and
other residen al areas. (This eﬀort is primarily to find a new
loca on for the New Hope Center.) Some conclusions:


Using zoning to determine loca ons does not allow evalua on on case-by-case basis—perhaps overlay system
vs. buﬀers.



NW quadrant across and away from the river seems to
be the only viable op on



Need rule or code so that policy can be applied evenhandedly



Zoning makes policy for property, not for people. Condional Use Permit may be the best way to control
“people” uses.



Be er to fix problems within the organiza on to change
behavior rather than push the problems to the fringe of
the city

On the agenda was the first reading of amendment to Flood
Damage Protec on Code. City Manager Yamamoto explained
that when the city passed the current code, it used the most
stringent recommenda ons that were more designed to protect endangered species by controlling shallow flood areas
(AO Zones). This code is impac ng development in the Shaw
Road area. Staﬀ is recommending that the council amend the
code to less stringent requirements to allow a proposed retail development to advance.

NE Tacoma Neighborhood Council—September 21, 2017
By Sharon Wilhelm
At the NE Tacoma Neighborhood Council mee ng on September 21, the discussion topics included proposed Tideflat Interim
Regula ons, Metro Parks, the Kobe ch Library, Tacoma Public Schools and a report on the recent Legisla ve
session from Rep. Laurie Jinkins.
The Tacoma City Council will hear a discussion of the proposed Sub-area plan that includes the Tideflats on
October 17, with the expecta on the plan will be adopted in late November. Metro Parks reported that construc on on the Eastside Community Center has begun. See the full report online for a discussion of Norpoint
and youth ac vi es there.
Kobe ch Library finished second out of the eight Tacoma Libraries for the summer reading program, though it
is seventh in size. An open house on October 21 will be held to view a ne mural now being installed.
The Tacoma Fire Department discussed disaster preparedness, recommending 14-day supplies of food and
water and first-aid kits, ba eries, etc. See the City of Tacoma web site for full recommenda ons.

Continued, page 17
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Wendes Jones
wendesj@yahoo.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Donna Ewing,
suedonoly@comcast.net; Ann Elliston, 253-564-4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253-432-4407,
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Virtual Meeting—Join Online
2nd Wednesday of the Month
6:30—8:30 pm
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a
mee ng. Enter mee ng code
835992457
Please click Launch Applica on if
you see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser,
download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with
your name and e-mail address at the
first mee ng.

This Month: October – Ballot Issues and Transportation Ideas
There are only a few ballot issues this year. Pierce County has two
ballot issues dealing with the Pierce County Charter. The first deals
with the method in which vacant par san and nonpar san posi ons
are filled. The second deals with a change in the number of terms
allowed for Pierce County Council posi ons, reques ng the term limits change from two terms to three terms. In addi on to discussing
these ballot issues, we will have a presenta on on Solu onary Rail by
Bill Moyer and others. Solu onary Rail is an idea for rail electrificaon across the northern states from Sea le, Washington to Chicago,
Illinois.

Next Month: November – NW Detention Center
The Northwest Deten on Center, located on the de flats at the Port
of Tacoma, has been a controversial loca on for the imprisonment
of immigrants without documenta on and who have commi ed a
crime. The detainees have li le access to lawyers or others who can
assist them with legal ma ers. This facility is operated by the GEO
Group, a privately owned company, on behalf of the U.S. Immigraon and Customs Enforcement (ICE), with li le oversite by the city
of Tacoma or other government en ty. At the November Unit
mee ngs we will hear from experts on this facility.
NOTE: Two unit mee ngs have date changes as a result of Veter‐
ans’ Day. See calendar for details.

Next Month: September—Back to League
Ginny Peterson and Roxanne Miles gave us an update of the League
with the help of a PowerPoint presenta on. This PowerPoint presentaon can be viewed on our website at tacomapiercelwv.org. We also
heard what will be coming up this year as we move into the 2017-2018
season.

For more information, see
www.tacomapiercelwv.org
or call 253-272-1495
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Oct. 4, Thurs.
6:30 pm

Candidate Forum
City of Or ng, City Council

Oct. 13, Fri.
6:30 pm

Gig Harbor Meaningful Movies
Agnus Dei Church
11051 Peacock Hill, Gig Harbor

Oct. 14, Sat.
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Ballot Issues and Solu onary Rail
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Oct. 14, Sat.
1:00—4:00 pm

NW Deten on Center Immigrant
Support Ac on

110 Train Street SE, Or ng, WA

Oct. 6, Fri.
9:30 am—6:00
pm

City of Tacoma and Port of Tacoma
General Elec on Candidate Forums
(see flier for details about specific races)
Tacoma City Council Chambers
Tacoma Municipal Building
747 Market Street
Tacoma, WA 98402

Oct. 11, Wed.
6:30 pm

Cur s High School
8425 – 40th St. W., University Place

Oct. 11, Wed.
6:30 pm

NW Deten on Center
1623 E J St, Tacoma

City of University Place City Council
Candidates Forum
Oct. 14, Sat.
2:00—4:00 pm

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a mee ng.
Enter mee ng code
835992457
Please click Launch Applica on if you see
the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser, download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your
name and e-mail address at the first
mee ng.

Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Oct. 16, Mon.
6:30 pm

Oct. 18, Wed.
2:00 pm
Oct. 12, Thurs.
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Ballot Issues and Solu onary Rail
Tacoma Police Department, North Substaon
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Oct. 12, Thurs.
6:30—8:00 pm

Oct. 18, Wed.
6:00 pm

Conversa on Café
United Methodist Church
Fireside Room
1919 W. Pioneer Ave.
Puyallup, WA 98371

Conversa on Café
Denny’s Restaurant,
Community Room
5924 6th Avenue
Tacoma, WA 98406

City of Fircrest City Council Candi‐
dates Forum
Redeemer Lutheran Church
1001 Princeton St., Fircrest

Peninsula Town Hall: Behavioral
Health and the Addic on Crisis, Part I
Gig Harbor Civic Center
3510 Grandview St., Gig Harbor

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng
Ballot Issues and Solu onary Rail

Oct. 18, Wed.
6:30 pm

City of Puyallup and Puyallup
School District Candidates Forum
Pierce College Puyallup
1601 39th Ave SE, Puyallup

Oct. 13, Fri.
Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Ballot Issues and Solu onary Rail
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
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Oct. 19, Thurs.
3:00—6:00 pm

Pierce County School Re rees Assn &
LWVT‐PC Legisla ve Meet‐and‐Greet

Oct. 23, Mon.
7:00 pm

LaQuinta Inn
1425 East 27th St, Tacoma
RSVP required; $5.00

Oct. 19, Thurs.
5:30—7:00 pm

Edgewood City Council Chambers
2224 104th Ave. E., Edgewood

Fall Fundraiser
Leaving a Legacy: Leaving A Legacy:
An Event Celebra ng Women in De‐
mocracy
Steel Creek American Whiskey Co.
1114 Broadway, Tacoma

Oct. 20, Fri.

Edgewood City Council Candidates
Forum

Deadline to Submit Ar cles for
November Voter

Oct. 20‐21, Fri‐Sat. Homelessness Community Lab
Times to be
(CoLab)
Bates
Technical College
announced
Community Room Central/Mohler Campus 2320 S. 19th St.
Tacoma, WA 98405

Oct. 25, Wed.
9:00 am—2:00 pm

Project Homeless Connect

Oct. 25, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

Oct. 25, Wed.
7:00 pm

DuPont City Council Candidate

Oct. 26, Thurs.
6:30—8:00 pm

Peninsula Town Hall: Behavioral
Health and the Addic on Crisis,
Part II

Tacoma Dome
2727 East D St, Tacoma

LWVT-PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Forum
DuPont City Hall
1700 Civic Dr., DuPont

Key Peninsula Civic Center
17010 S Vaughn Road Kp N, Vaughn

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student or Associate
membership is $37.50 for either.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________ Comments: _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
2301

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-

