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Our climate is changing. We are experiencing the consequences now, and they are going to get worse. What
can you do? What can we do?
Want to help build resilience?
By Marianne Seifert
In January, the Puget Sound Regional Council and The Na onal Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine’s Resilient America
Roundtable hosted a conference called “Puget Sound Knowledge Exchange: Resources for Building Resilience to Hazards”. One product of
the conference was a mee ng summary and a resource document, which
are now posted here.
We heard about many needed ac ons, including:





Increase safety at schools, especially in low-income districts
Invest in green infrastructure to mi gate hazards
Help implement comprehensive and other plan policies
Connect land use and transporta on with climate change,
housing aﬀordability and equity
 Ground decisions in science, but don’t spend too much me
talking about the science - focus on shared priori es and
goals
 Ask “What do you love about your community?” and “What
are you afraid of changing?”
What is your role, as a League member? What’s our role as an organizaon?
Many of us are already working on some of the recommenda ons listed
above. How might we work together for greater impact?
Ask League members if they’re using the Climate Change Toolkit at
www.lwvwa.org. If not, ask why not? If not, why not? Can it be improved? If so, how? What tools to we need to be more eﬀec ve?
Develop a short menu of personal and policy ac ons you are taking and
share it with others. We can all lead by example!
Connect with others working on reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
increasing resilience.
Want to help? Do you have ideas about how and who we should work
with? Go to the May Unit Mee ngs to learn more about Ci zens Climate
Lobby and I-1631. Speakers will be:
Continued, page 12
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Board Roster & Volunteer Coordinator
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal organiza on that encourages informed and ac ve par cipa on in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through educa on and advocacy.
President
Cynthia Stewart
stewdahl@comcast.net

Directors
Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

1st Vice President
Charlene Franz
csﬀranz@icloud.com

Roxanne Miles
milespurpose@centurylink.net

LWVT-PC will strive to achieve these
goals throughout the year and in each
League ac vity:

Ginny Peterson
ginnypete_1897@msn.com

 Increase LWVT‐PC visibility

2nd Vice President
Cheryl Mann
Larch@gci.net
Secretary
Julie Oﬀner
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com
Treasurer
Susan Eidenschink
susaneiden@harbornet.com
Educa on Fund Treasurer
Judy Payne
judyann.payne@gmail.com

2017-18 LWVT-PC Goals

Julio Quan
julioquan1@gmail.com

 Increase LWVT‐PC sustainability

John Thurlow
johnthurlow@harbornet.com

 Increase empowerment of women

Volunteer Coordinator
Ruth Ann Hatche
ruthann6257@msn.com

 Increase service to voters
 Increase public understanding of the

role of government, including taxa‐
on

Welcome New Members:
Voter Announcement—
Summer Recess

Elizabeth and Patrick Duﬀey
Robin Farris

This is the final Voter un l the Summer
issue at the beginning of July. You will
receive your Annual Mee ng announcement and booklet in the mail in midMay.

Evelyn and Joe Lopez
Rosemary Power and Theresa Power-Dru s

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers

Photos:

Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Cynthia Stewart

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Judy Payne, Marty Webb
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Message from the President: It Takes a Village
This past weekend, our League
plus NAACP, AAUW and RAD
hosted a community forum on
homelessness. Despite the fact
that many of you are probably
red of hearing about it, the
event epitomizes the concept
“it takes a village” and I feel
compelled to discuss it once
more.
The theme ar culated throughout the day was that it will take a village – all of us and
more – to get involved and address the underlying issues that create the homelessness crisis we’re currently experiencing. We will need to engage on current
federal eﬀorts to undermine the measures taken a er
the Great Depression and During the Great Society
movement to eliminate poverty and racial injus ce.
We will need to persuade our local and state elected
oﬃcials of the necessity of changing our regressive tax
structure – and barring that (or pending that), use it to
increase funding for housing. We in the village need to
take individual ac ons to understand and help those in
dire need.

But League members all know that. Your work on studies and policy development is what led to our na onal
posi on, summarized as: “Persons who are unable to
work, whose earnings are inadequate or for whom jobs
are not available have the right to an income and/or
services suﬃcient to meet their basic needs for food,
shelter and access to health care" – which I was proud
to include in the forum program booklet.
And you demonstrate your willingness to be an ac ve
part of our village every day. This weekend, more than
35 of you came out to help with the forum. You volunteered and used your me to make the event run
smoothly, even though the promised job descrip ons
were le behind. You rise to the occasion, and you
make things happen!
My thank-yous are below, in a separate item, but here I
want to say how proud I am to be associated with all of
you; and how proud you make me of being a League
member. It takes all of us to make things happen. It
takes a village, and you are a huge part of that village.
Thank you for being there.
Cynthia Stewart

New Member Reception/Orientation - May 17
The Board and members of our local Tacoma-Pierce County League cordially invite all new members to our New
Member Recep on on Thursday, May 17, 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
Who is a New Member? Anyone who joined the League in the last 12 months plus everyone who joined the
League earlier but wasn't able to a end any of our previous Welcome events. This may be you. The event will be
held in the Parlor at the First United Methodist Church, 621 Tacoma Ave. S,, Tacoma, WA 98402.
This will be a wonderful evening of History, Ac on, New Friends, and Ways you can focus your own posi ve energies to make Pierce County a be er home for all of us. We'll have speakers, games, refreshments and even a
Birthday Cake in honor of the League's 98 years in the USA, in Washington State and in Pierce County.
Come and meet our Board and Commi ee Chairs. Learn more about the League, our causes, studies, posi ons,
voter services and community events. Then sign up to join in the fun!
RSVP to Ginny Peterson, 253‐568‐1011, ginnypete_1897@msn.com.

Thank You! Wow!
The “Crea ng HomeFULLness” forum would could not have been done without these wonderful volunteers. Frist and
foremost, Ruth Ann Hatche , who spent many hours over several days calling, emailing and asking for help. She organized everyone so well. And thank you to Virginia Appel, Nan Peele, Shan Vipond, Eve Bowen, Sheila Miraflor, Chris e
Perkins, John Thurlow, Chris Parent, Bev Bowen Benne , Lyne e Chandler, Paula Eilsmann, Bobbie Fletcher, Susan
Eidenschink, Bev Isenson, Julio Quan, Diane Tilstra, Renee Rich, Mary Kohli, Holly Biliu, Terri Baker, Bill Hagens, Noel
Hagens, Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow, Roxanne Miles, Nancy Dahl, Ned Wi ng, Ginny Peterson, Jacki Skaught, and Linda Olson.
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Board Meeting Highlights—April 18, 2018
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow took minutes in Julie Oﬀner’s absence. A er approval of agenda, minutes of March
2018 and Treasurer’s report, it was noted that Kris Sergienko is now a 50-year member of the League.
Nancy Howe is the new coordinator of Voter Registraon. Ruth Ann Hatche will s ll be iden fying registrar volunteers, but Nancy will be coordina ng the
registra on opportuni es. There is now a Memorandum of Understanding with Tacoma Schools, which
allows us to do registra on in the schools. All volunteers will have to have a background check done.
Ginny Peterson reported that the April Unit mee ngs
on mental health went well. There was good feedback
from all groups. However, she felt the online mee ng
was diﬃcult to connect with par cipants. Ginny also
noted that she is working with others around the State
on the LWVWA mental health study approved at the
State Conven on last year.
A new member recep on will be held on May 17. All
new members will be invited soon. Plans for the event
were reviewed.
The Membership, Engagement, Leadership Development (MELD) pod of four local Leagues met by Go-toMee ng. The Board did not discuss the April Guidance, which was on the topic of civility. Our League
has been asked to describe our civility forums at the
State Council mee ng in June.
In response to the sugges on that we register voters
at the naturaliza on ceremonies, it was thought that

some other group does this in Pierce County. Julie
Anderson will be contacted to see if this is true, or
where and how we can fit in.
Plans are underway for the Annual Mee ng on June 9.
There will not be a keynote speaker this year. The
raﬄe drawing will occur, as well as a possible workshop, a er adjourning the business mee ng. The
Board accepted the report of the Nomina ng Commi ee. An amendment to the bylaws will be proposed
to the Annual mee ng to change reference to “audit”
of financial records to “review”, consistent with our
prac ce of not obtaining an oﬃcial CPA audit, but having members with exper se review the books.
The budget recommended by the Finance and Sustainability Commi ee was approved for submi al to the
membership at the Annual Mee ng. During the next
year, a policy will be developed for reimbursement to
the Opera ng Fund from the Educa on Fund for
shared oﬃce costs. Raﬄe sales are reportedly going
well.
The Per-Member-Payment to State and Na onal
Leagues has been waived un l 2020, but the Board
was unclear about the implica ons for student membership dues. The Finance and Sustainability Commi ee was asked to research this and make a proposal
for student dues. The Baord will vote by email in order to expedite the decision, once a recommenda on
has been made, so that the membership can vote on it
at the Annual mee ng.

At Left, Ruth Ann Hatchett discusses League
with a participant at the YWCA Fundraiser
luncheon on April 25. Among the approximately 600 attendees, most are already registered to vote; but many took brochures about
felon voting rights and League membership.
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Meet Nancy Pearson
Instead of introducing a new member this month, I am repor ng as a long- me
member of this League. I joined the LwVT-PC when our family se led in Lakewood
a er a couple of years each in our home Chicago area, Germany (Air Force), rural
Minnesota, Pi sburgh, and Federal Way. While League answered my search for educa on on myriad aspects of this community’s poli cs, environment, social services,
and more, I happily jumped into opportuni es to develop new skills. In those years
many-- maybe most-- women did not work outside the home. We welcomed unit
mee ngs as a way to discuss civic issues and work on ways to impact change, while
babysi ers watched our preschoolers nearby.

I was able to lead a unit, organize candidate forums, serve on the board and then as
president. I joined the state board around 1980 for two terms with my focus on natural resources, as that area was my top interest in the 70s decade. That coincided,
a er our three teenagers were oﬀ to college, with enrollment at the UW for a master’s degree in public administra on with emphasis on natural resources. Solid and
hazardous waste was a hot topic throughout the 80s decade for local and state government so I worked on several Pierce County advisory commi ees to develop recycling and waste management programs, and on the state solid waste commi ee represen ng a Sea le recycling advocacy non-profit with whom I had taken a part- me posi on as their governmental
aﬀairs director. When ci zens wrote Ini a ve 97 in 1988 to address hazardous waste problems, LWVWA was asked
to co-chair the statewide pe on campaign to put it on the fall ballot. Our board agreed so I spent much of that
year helping with fundraisers and speaking on behalf of what resulted in voters’ approval of Washington’s exis ng
hazardous waste program. LWVUS was also working on waste issues-- solid, hazardous and nuclear. Their board
chair for that topic was re ring and I was invited to accept an appointment to the na onal board. What an honor!
Since I was subsequently re-elected to the next term, the experience provided four years of an amazing opportunity
to get acquainted with Leagues around the country and work to advance priori es adopted by na onal conven on
delegates. “Motor Voter” was one of several LWV successes.

April 22

A er my husband’s re rement, I con nued working with League primarily at the state level. We created a separate
LWV Educa on Fund, launched an ac ve fundraising program, and picked up voter educa on eﬀorts that included
our civics textbook now gloriously in its 8th professional edi on complete with legisla vely adopted funding for
teacher training. Also over the past five years I’ve been a state coach for our Washington local leagues with the
Membership-Leadership-Development (MLD, now MELD) program. At the local level, I enjoy helping as me (and
aging) allow with voter service projects, my unit ac vi es, and look forward to assis ng with our 2019 conven on
planning which will launch the League’s 100th year centennial celebra on. One of my very great pleasures since late
2016 has been seeing many new members and a new energy level making good things happen in the Tacoma-Pierce
County LWV.
I have one of those ‘frig magnets that says “Do League Not Dishes.” I s ll do dishes in exchange with my spouse
doing the cooking, but I also love to be outdoors, and stewarding our large home property requires a en on to gardening and maintenance; we like to escape to our second home on Anderson Island to relax, watch sunsets and experience island culture. I love family connec ons with my siblings, and with our two Puget Sound-based kids plus
one on the east coast and their combined 12 grandchildren. I love the adventure of travel, and keep my connec ons
with organiza ons like Audubon and Forterra, but family and friendships in LWV and elsewhere are what keep me
going.

Mothers’ Day—May 13
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The Redistricting Forum in Steilacoom on April 19 attracted more participants than any other, in spite of the bright sunlight that
remained at the end of the day. At Left, audience listening to Paul Loveless, Town Adminsitrator, welcoming them. At Right, Mr.
Loveless and Alison McCaffree, the primary presenter, standing.

Book Review: Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the Radical Right’s Stealth
Plan for America, by Nancy MacLean
By Nancy Dahl
This is an astonishing book that le me with an overwhelming sense of doom, but I think
it is be er to know the truth and be terrified of the future so that ac on can be taken, so I
recommend you read it to increase your awareness of what we are up against.
Most of us are concerned about the ac ons of our current president and we see the current poli cal divide as an an social-jus ce movement that has grown in power over the
last decade or so. What is so chilling about the account in this book is that it highlights
that our current poli cal tribalism is of longer dura on and is the culmina on of a longstanding, dedicated stealth campaign founded by a group of academics and supported by
wealthy donors dedicated to “southern style libertarianism”, a system based on property
rights, with its basis in the 1950’s supreme court decision Brown v. Board of Educa on.
The author contends this is the “single most powerful and least understood threat to democracy today: the a empt by the billionaire-backed radical right to undo democra c governance”.
The author is Nancy MacLean, the William H. Chaﬀe Professor of History and Public Policy at Duke University. In
researching the Virginia state subsidized school voucher system, the author discovered, quite serendipitously, the
unarchived papers of James M. Buchanan, a graduate in Economics from the University of Chicago, a Milton
Freidman acolyte and the founder of the Virginia School of Social Policy who she had never heard of before. Because of her interest in Virginia and Friedman as the primary historical advocate for school vouchers, she began
reading Buchanan’s papers and quickly discovered a stack of pages that included confiden al le ers from 1997 and
1998 from Charles Koch concerning his investment of millions of dollars in Buchanan’s Center for the Study of Public Choice at George Mason University. This find launches her eﬀort to piece together the rela onship between
these two men and to define the extent and power of the movement they created which she details in the book.
This book calls us to ac on and shouts against complacency that our democra c system can survive without interven on by all Americans who love democracy. The book, a Na onal Book Award Finalist for 2017, is available
through all the Pierce Co. library systems.

Know of a book you think other League members would enjoy? Write up a summary of the message of
the book, how it impacted your understanding of the topic and why you liked it and send it to
nancy.dahl@comcast.net.
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May 2018
Spring Fundraiser
—a 50/50 Raffle!
The Fundraising Commi ee, led by Board
member Roxanne Miles,
has been hard at work.
They have planned a
spring raﬄe.
League
members are asked to
sell raﬄe
ckets, at
$5.00 each, for a prize of
50% of the money taken
in. About 40 League volunteers are needed.
Tickets will be provided
at each Unit mee ng. A
le er explaining the
raﬄe will also be provided, for addi onal background and instruc ons.
Dues cover less than 50%
of our opera ng costs,
and we need your help.
Also, conversa ons with
friends and family about
the raﬄe and League can
lead to new memberships and new interest in
democracy.
The winner will be drawn
at the Annual Mee ng,
June 9, at 1:00 pm.
Be sure to pick up your
raﬄe
ckets at the
March Unit mee ngs.
The hope is that selling
the raﬄe ckets will be
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Wendes Jones
wendesj@yahoo.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Donna Ewing,
suedonoly@comcast.net; Ann Elliston, 253-564-4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Paula Eismann,
peismann60@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
NOTE CHANGE OF DATE/TIME
3rd Saturday of the Month
10:30 am– 12:30 pm
Anchor Room, Herons Key in Gig
Harbor North
4340 Borgen Blvd., Gig Harbor
Contact: Julie Oﬀner, 253-432-4407,
oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

This Month: May – Community Action, Local Climate Impacts and Interactivity
In May we will have two quest speakers, John Koherty from Ci zens’
Climate Lobby and one or two speakers from WA Physicians for Social Responsibility and Yes on 1631. Ci zens’ Climate Lobby is a non
-profit, nonpar san, grassroots advocacy organiza on focused on
na onal policies to address climate change. This lobby builds on
shared values rather than par san divides and empowers supporters
to work with the concerns of their local communi es toward the
adop on of fair, eﬀec ve, and sustainable climate change solu ons.
WA Physicians for Social Responsibility have a group who are also
working on climate change issues. Yes on 1631 is promo ng the Ini a ve 1631 related to a pollu on tax, which the Board of LWVWA has
just endorsed.

Next Month: June – Annual Meeting
On June 9 our League will hold its Annual Mee ng at First United
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (first floor accessed from the alley), 621 Tacoma Ave S, Tacoma. The mee ng will begin with refreshments at 9:30 am followed by the business part of the gathering. Members are encouraged to bring potluck items for lunch and
to help with Unit baskets to raﬄe at the end of the Annual Mee ng.

Last Month: April – Mental Health Update
In April we had an update on a empts to increase the funding and
legisla on to the care of those needing help with Mental Health.
League members are working with elected oﬃcials on the Pierce
County Council to improve access for aid in cases of mental illness.

For more information, see

Virtual Meeting—Join Online
www.tacomapiercelwv.org
2nd Wednesday of the Month
or call 253-272-1495
6:30—8:30 pm
Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a mee ng. Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you see the system dialog.
If nothing prompts from browser, download & run Zoom.
You will be asked to register with your name and e-mail address at the first mee ng.
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LWVT-PC Calendar - April —June 2018

May 9, Wed.
2:00 pm

Conversa on Café—Tacoma Area

May 9, Wed.
6:30 pm

Virtual Unit Mee ng
Community Ac on, Local Climate Im‐
pacts and Interac vity

Lakewood Family YMCA
9715 Lakewood Drive SW
Lakewood, WA 98499

Online:
h ps://zoom.us; click on “Join a mee ng.
Enter mee ng code
899 235 457.
Please click Launch Applica on if you see
See Unit Mee ng page for addi onal instruc ons.

May 10, Thurs.
1:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng—Community
Ac on, Local Climate Impacts and In‐
terac vity
Tacoma Police Dept, North Substa on
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

May 11, Fri.
10:00 am

SW Pierce Unit Mee ng—Community
Ac on, Local Climate Impacts and In‐
terac vity
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

May 12, Sat.
10:00 am

May 17, Thurs.
5:30—7:30 pm

New Member Recep on/Orienta on
First United Methodist Church, Parlor
621 Tacoma Ave. S.
Tacoma, WA 98402

May 19, Sat.
Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
10:30 am—12:30 Mee ng—Update on 2018 Legisla ve
pm
Session
Anchor Room, Herons Key in Gig Harbor
North
4340 Borgen Blvd., Gig Harbor

May 21, Mon.
6:30 pm

Conversa on Café—Puyallup

June 9, Sat.
10:00 am—1:00
pm

Annual Mee ng

Remainder of
June, July, Au‐
gust

Summer Recess

United Methodist Church
Fireside Room
1919 W. Pioneer Ave.
Puyallup, WA 98371

Fellowship Hall, First United Methodist
Church
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

There may be Primary Elec on Candidate
forums and Voter Registra on events, but
Unit Mee ngs will not be held during the
summer and will resume in September

East Pierce Unit Mee ng—Community
Ac on, Local Climate Impacts and In‐
terac vity
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

May 13, Sun.

Happy Mothers’ Day

Conversation Cafes
A er the May Conversa on Cafes, we will
recess for the summer. And resume in September.

May 14‐18

Candidate Filing Week

May 16, Wed.
2:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
LWVT-PC Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Check out our web site:
www.tacomapiercelwv.org
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May Unit Meeting Speakers, cont’d from
page 1
May 9—Virtual Mee ng
 John Doherty, Ci zens' Climate Lobby
 Sophia Hoﬀacker, Yes on 1631 Field Organizer
May 10—Tacoma
 John Doherty, Ci zens' Climate Lobby
 Nathan McCurtain, Washington Environmental
Council Field Organizer
 Sarah Corne , Washington Physicians for Social
Responsibility

May 12—East Pierce, Puyallup
 John Doherty, Ci zens' Climate Lobby
 Nathan McCurtain, Washington Environmental
Council Field Organizer
May 19—Gig Harbor/Key Peninsula
 John Doherty, Ci zens' Climate Lobby
 Sophia Hoﬀacker, Yes on 1631 Field Organizer

May 11—SW Pierce, Steilacoom
John Doherty, Ci zens' Climate Lobby
Sophia Hoﬀacker, Yes on 1631 Field Organizer




Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-Tacoma-Pierce-County/312747775413

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student or Associate membership is $37.50 for either.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time.
Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the
Education Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:
2301

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-

