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The League of Women Voters  is a nonpartisan political organization encouraging informed and active participation 
in government. It influences public policy through education and advocacy but does not support or oppose any political party or 
candidate.  We welcome all community members  - both men and women -  to join us as we work to create a more perfect 
democracy.        
 
      
            

Welcome to 2019 
   

  The League Board                    
     wishes you, your friends  
         and loved ones  Health,  
              Happiness and every  
                      Good Thing in this   
                           New Year.   
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The Voter January 2019 

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma—Pierce County 

Phone: (253) 272-1495  Email: lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com   Web: www.tacomapiercelwv.org 
  

Making Democracy Work by Growing, Mobilizing, Educating and Protecting the Vote 

Don't Miss Out - Special Suffragist Tours of Governor's Mansion in Early January  
 
Special Governor's Mansion Tours are scheduled for Wednesday Jan, 2nd and Wednesday Jan, 9th.  
Mark this on your calendar now.  There will be 4 tours each day starting at 1:00 pm.  At tour's end, 
visitors will meet with s re-enactor of Spokane suffragist May Arkwright Hutton.  Mrs. Hutton  used the 
occasion of the mansion's housewarming in January 1909 to address guests - some of whom were  pivotal 
state lawmakers - as women's right to vote was working its way through the Washington legislature.  To 
sign up or arrange for carpooling to Olympia, contact Ginny Peterson at   ginnypete_1897@msn.com 

mailto:lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com
http://www.tacomapiercelwv.org/
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In the Units                
January Unit Meetings       Immigration:    A Forum plus Unit Discussions                                                                                                                                                                                                           
On Saturday January 5, 10:00 - noon, we will hold  a Public Forum  on Immigration at the First United 
Methodist Church, in Tacoma.  Our regular January Unit meetings will continue the theme with 
additional in-depth follow-up discussions of immigration issues and how the League could move our 
concern into action.  All 5 Unit Meetings will take place at their regular times and locations.   

February  Unit Meetings       Rising above the Political Divide:       Presentation and 
Unit Discussions                                                                                                                                                  
Using a format similar to our January meeting , we will hold  a second Public Forum  also at the First 
United Methodist Church in Tacoma.  It will be on Saturday,  Feb 2 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.  We have lined 
up an interesting and diverse group of panelists to look at this most-timely of topics from many different 
directions.  Plan to be there.  As in January, we will continue the theme in our regular Unit Meeting 
times and locations.  Look forward to in-depth follow up discussion on how the League can impact this 
important issue.    

When and Where do our Units Meet? 

2nd Wednesday           
6:30 - 8:30 pm                
Virtual Meeting 

https://zoom.us           
Click on   "Join Mtg"              
Meeting code:            
306-690-395    

 Contact:                   
Alison McCaffree 
alison.mccaffree@ 
stanfordalumni.org 

2nd Thursday 
1:00 - 3:00 
Tacoma Meeting 

N. Tacoma Police     
Substation            
5140 N. 26th St 

Contact:          
Wendes Jones 
wendesj@  
yahoo.com 

2nd Friday            
10:00 - Noon 
Southwest Pierce  

Steilacoom 
Community Ctr.   
2301 Worthington  

Contact:             
Christie Perkins 
edadvocate            
@me. com 

2nd Saturday 
10:00 - Noon 
East Pierce 

Puyallup Library           
324 S. Meridian 

Contact:                
Paula Eismann 
peismann60@ 
comcast.net 

3rd Saturday                  
10:30 - 12:30                      
Gig Harbor-      
Key Peninsula 

Herons Key     
4340 Borgen Blvd. 
Gig Harbor North     
Contact:           
Julie Offner 
offner.julie@ 
gmail.com 

 
 
Don't Forget - January League Book Club Meeting  
Thursday,  January 3      2:30 - 4 pm                                                               
Freakonomics:  A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden side of Everything                                      
by Steven B. Leavitt and Stephen J. Dubner                                                                           
UniversityPlace Library, 3609 Market Pl. West, University Place  

 
 
 

Have you read a Good Book Lately?   
Please share it with the rest of your League friends through the Voter Book Shelf.  Write a short 
review and send it  to Nancy Dahl    nancy.dahl@comcast .net   
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Message from our President            
Cynthia Stewart  

 
This Voter comes to you at the end of one year and beginning of a brand new year, a 
time when many of us “regroup”.  We make plans for the year ahead and adopt New 
Year’s resolutions (some of which we may actually keep!).  Others of us do that 
regrouping and recharging at the beginning of the school year.  The League of Women Voters operates on a 
program year of July through June, which doesn’t coincide with the other periods of reflection and 
recharging.  However, in December we started our program planning for the 2019-2020 League year, and 
that presents many opportunities to get involved, right now. 
 
Consider what inspires you as you review Ginny Peterson's  summary of our activities in the 2018 calendar 
year, read Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow's report  about our program planning session, and think about our League 
mission to make democracy work by engaging the public in government .  What motivates you to step in 
and be part of what we’re doing, to be part of the solutions we need in this complicated world?  What 
topics draw you toward this League community of ours, in which we make fast friends through our 
combined dedication to issue-based work? 
 
Though we are a small, all-volunteer organization, we have a big impact because we are motivated and 
dedicated, smart and unbiased.  Won’t you join in the preparation for next year by joining one or more 
teams developing a study or action proposal? 
 
Here are just a few of the areas where we’re seeking volunteers right now – where we’re planning now for 
activities in the spring.  Please let the contact people know you are interested. 

• Registering voters  in high schools, in conjunction with NAACP – Nancy Howe, 
elfandbear1944@yahoo.com 

• Organizing municipal election candidate forums for the summer – Cynthia Stewart, 
stewdahl@comcast.net 

• Being an ambassador to businesses in your community on behalf of LWVT-PC, raising sponsorships 
to help fund our work – Christie Perkins, edadvocate@me.com 

• Organizing public forums on a specific topic, such as homelessness, taxes, local journalism, or other 
category of your choice – Cynthia Stewart, stewdahl@comcast.net 

 
And, of course, be sure to put June 6-9 on your calendar for the State League Convention.  Whatever you 
choose, you will work with others who have common interests.  Exercise your mind, expand your 
friendships, be part of the solution – whatever your resolution, you can do it through your League work!   
Thank you for what you do.  
 

 
 from the New 
Year's Message  
sent by  
Virginia Kase,                   
LWVUS CEO 
 

 

mailto:elfandbear1944@yahoo.com
mailto:stewdahl@comcast.net
mailto:edadvocate@me.com
mailto:stewdahl@comcast.net
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League Calendar - January - February 2019 
 

 

 
Welcome to Our New League Members 
 
Teresa Delicino      Vicki Elting               Paul Marston 
 
 

JANUARY - 2019 
Date Time Event Location 
Wed  Jan 2 1:00-2:00 Suffragist Tours of Governor's Mansion 

Contact   ginnypete_1897@msn.com 
Olympia 

Thur   Jan  3 2:30 - 4 Book Discussion Group:   Freakonomics 
For info:  nancy.dahl@comcast.net               

University Place Library            
3609 Market Place West - UP 

Sat  Jan 5  10:00 - 12:00 Public Forum on Immigration    For info 
contact Lydia Zepeda   zepelow@gmail.com 

First United Methodist Church               
621 Tacoma Ave. South -Tacoma 

Wed  Jan 9 1:00 Suffragist Tours of Governor's Mansion 
Contact   ginnypete_1897@msn.com 

Olympia 

Wed  Jan 9 6:30-8:30 Virtual Unit Meeting See   In the Units, page 2 

Thu  Jan 10 1:00-3:00 Tacoma Unit Meeting N. Tacoma Police Substation 
Fri  Jan 11 10:00 - noon Steilacoom Unit Meeting Steilacoom Community Center 
Sat  Jan 12 9:30 - 2:00 LWVWA Action Workshop on the coming 

Legislative Session    $25  ($10  for 24 & 
younger)   Info at  mvonhoff@lwvwa.org 

Shoreline Community College 

Sat  Jan 12  10:00 - noon Puyallup Unit meeting Puyallup Library 
Thu  Jan 17 2:00 Board Meeting League Office  
Sat  Jan 19 10:30-12:30 Gig Harbor Unit Meeting Herons Key  - Anchor Room 

FEBRUARY - 2019 - (information listed here is tentative - Check for final info in the February Voter) 
Sat  Feb 2 1:00 - 3:00 Forum - Rising Above the Political Divide  

For info:  stewdahl@comcast.net 
First United Methodist Church               
621 Tacoma Ave. South -Tacoma 

Thur  Feb 7 2:30 -4 Book Discussion Group:                                    
It's Even Worse than You Think                                   
For info:  nancy.dahl@comcast.net 

Wheelock (Proctor) Library 

Fri  Feb 8 10:00 - noon Steilacoom Unit Meeting Steilacoom Community Center 
Sat  Feb  9  10:00 - noon Puyallup Unit meeting Puyallup Library 
Wed  Feb 13 6:30-8:30 Virtual Unit Meeting See In the Units, page 2 
Thu  Feb 14 1:00-3:00 Tacoma Unit Meeting N. Tacoma Police Substation 
Sat  Feb 16 10:30-12:30 Gig Harbor Unit Meeting Herons Key  - Anchor Room 
Thur Feb 21  LWVWA Democracy Lobby Day in 

Olympia                                                            
For info:     ksakahara@LWVWA.org 

TBA 

Thur  Feb 21 2:00 Board Meeting League Office  

SAVE the DATE 
June 6-9th,    
2019 

 Washington League of Women Voters 
State Convention 

Hotel Murano 
Tacoma 
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 January Book Shelf:            
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City  by 
Matthew Desmond  Book Review – by David Harrowe  
 
Published in 2016, this book has won numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize.  It is based 
in part on the personal observations of the author, a Princeton University sociologist who, 
during 2008-09,  lived in Milwaukee near several poor families. It takes a close, extensively 
documented look at poverty that makes for an emotionally difficult read.  One feels especially 
for the children, who have few constants in their lives.  
 
While the adults do make mistakes, it seems like the social and financial "deck" is stacked 
against them.  One example: In eviction court the landlords, though rarely their tenants, have 

ready access to legal counsel.  Compounding this, many landlords refuse to rent to those who have been evicted in the 
past.  
 
The author provides a wealth of data on housing for the poor in the U.S.  He also addresses some solutions, e.g. a 
universal housing voucher.  Any household could receive one  if they meet established criteria, and  landlords could not 
refuse to accept them, essentially imposing rent control on voucher-obtained units.  This would help but the underlying 
problem is poverty  - a complex issue beyond the scope of this book.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for your Feedback 

Here's What You told us in our December Survey about 
the Voter..... 
Many thanks to all  who responded, both by mail and at the Program Planning Meeting.  Twenty 
percent of our members returned their survey - a good showing.  Congratulations to Lyz Kurnitz-
Thurlow who won the Apple Pie in our drawing at the Program Planning meeting.   
Here's what our respondents told us -  

 75% of them read the Voter from cover to cover    That's really impressive. 
 The parts of the Voter most important to them are 
 Major Articles about League Processes and Activities 
 League Calendar 
 President's Message 
 Board Meeting Highlights 
 Unit Report 

 Respondents feel OK about the updated format.   Nearly 70% agreed 
 

Over half of them shared specific ideas about how to make the Voter better.  Respondents 
expressed a clear desire to know more about what the League does.  They want the Voter to:     

♦ Include more about our League work and provide more details  
♦ Emphasize the actions and events our League is undertaking 
♦ Note what members can do to get involved and/or support League causes and 

projects 
♦ List more Partner Events in our Calendars,  and  
♦ Provide more details about all events, both our own and our Partners' 

 



The Voter - January 2019 Page 6 
 

What League Volunteers Did This Year for our Pierce 
County Community....... 
  
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the August Primary Election, we held  9 Candidate Forums throughout the County involving about 30 
volunteers.  And over 15 Volunteer Ballot Processing Observers worked 160 hours in 22 days. 

For the November Mid-Term Election ,  we held  11 Candidate Forums throughout the County involving 
nearly 35 volunteers.   Nearly 20 Volunteer Ballot Processing Observers worked 140 hours over 32 days, 
until the election (and the District 26 re-count) were Certified.   An unknown number of volunteers  
collected signatures to put 3 League -endorsed Initiatives on the Ballot.  We also held a Forum on the 
Initiatives and ran a trial of the "Ballots and Baristas" format for neighborhood-based forums. 

Our League Published and Distributed over 7000 copies of the fully updated 2018 TRY - our 
directory of Pierce County Elected Officials.  This involves volunteers  tracking results from every race, 
updating text, redoing the layout, selecting a printer and soliciting Sponsorships and Grant money to fund 
publishing expenses.  Once the copies are printed - in January or February -  our Volunteers distribute them to 
elected officials, community organizations, libraries, schools and others who have requested them.  They are 
much in demand; it's not unusual for us to run out of copies in mid-year.  Fortunately our volunteers also 
maintain the TRY on our League website. 

We organized and underwrote the huge all-day Community Forum on Homelessness   April 28 at the 
Tacoma Convention Center.  The forum brought together stakeholders from many parts of the Homelessness 
puzzle.  It was attended by over 300 community members and powered by approximately 35 volunteers.  
Since the Forum, our League has been an active and on-going participant in the Homelessness Consortium 
reinvigorated by the Forum.  The League has also provided both in-person and written testimony  on the 
Homelessness issue before the Pierce County Council. 

 
• Observer Corps members tracked and reported on 16 local government  meetings (in the 

County, Puyallup, Sumner and Tacoma).  Their reports have a permanent home on our League website.    
• We held  3 Community Forums on Redistricting 

• We continued the Conversation Cafes, holding them in two locations monthly through May.   
• We testified (again!) before the County Council in favor of the 1/10 of 1% sales tax for more County-

wide Mental Health and Addiction services.   

We held Voter Registration events throughout the year.   Over 25 volunteers registered voters at 
Pierce College,  3 County High  schools and 11 other Community Events ranging from  farmers markets to the 
Puyallup State Fair.  Many volunteers worked several events.  
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But Wait....There's More!!  In order to Organize and Support our 
activities and programs, members also did all of the following in 2018. 
 

 40 Unit meetings - 8 monthly meetings in 5 locations each month 
 

 11 Board meetings plus our Summer Planning Retreat  (Over 400 Volunteer hours for these 
meetings alone) 
 

 All-hands Annual Meeting in June and Program Planning meeting in December, plus our 
annual Welcome/Orientation for new Members in May.   

 
 We publish 10 Issues of the Voter newsletter, distributed not only to our members but 

also to Legislators, local officials, partner organizations and many more.  We distribute 
nearly 1000 copies each month, most electronically. 

 
 Our League Office is now open on a regular schedule during the business week.   A 

rotating group of 13 Volunteers keeps the office open 10 hrs each week while doing a great 
deal of organizational work. 

 
 We created a new Book Discussion group to foster our self-education 

 
 Interactively participated in State and National League programs.  
 Explored the new Diversity, Equity, Inclusion initiative from our National League  
 Sent 2 Local League delegates to represent us at the National Convention and State 

Conference 
 Corresponded with our National League President, proposing that LWV take a leading 

position nationally on women's issues and concerns. 
 Explored/initiated/executed new ideas for funding including Sponsorships, Grants, 

Raffles, and more 
 

This is an impressive set of accomplishments.                                 
We should be very proud of our League and our Members. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Observer Corps Report Highlights                                                        
November - December  2018                                                                                                                            

(Reports Listed alphabetically by City Name)                                                                                                                                           
Click on Any Title to Read the Full Report on our Website 

 
Pierce County Council Meeting, November 13   by  Lydia Zepeda  

Council considered Pierce County's $1 billion budget plus the 6-year Capital Facilities Plan.  
Voted to  raise the wages of non-represented county employees making them comparable to 
wages of represented employees. 

Tacoma Planning Commission, December 5   by Carol Rikerd 
       News on Shoreline Master Program Review, Affordable Housing Action Strategy and more.       
The affordable housing strategy could be important to League groups involved with the homelessness 
issue.  
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What a great meeting!  Thanks to everyone - those who attended and all those who helped  - for 
your tremendous enthusiasm and excitement. 
 
We will publish more particulars from the meeting in the February Voter.   For now, the Board and 
Committees continue to work on winnowing down all those great thoughts about what we should  
address this coming year. The Board will also consider which two Action Items our League should 
recommend to State League for their agenda 
.   
Just a note: This being the League, most things do not happen fast.  
It takes patience, because the first step is always to have a Position. 
Without a guiding Position, the League can’t take Action on an 
issue. Sometimes that is frustrating, but it is also the basis of our 
strength and credibility. 
 
Quite a few HOT ISSUES emerged from our discussions.  
  
CRIMINAL JUSTICE:   
 The criminal consequences of having to pay bail, which 

especially impacts the poor;  
 The barriers to community re-entry following incarceration. 
 

IMMIGRATION/DETENTION CENTER:  
 Should minimum wage laws be enforced within detention centers?. 

 
TAXES/ FINANCES/MONEY:   
 What is the impact of requiring a 60% majority to pass local Education Bonds.  Should that 

be changed to a simple majority?    
 What are the Pros and Cons of Banning outside money on WA State Initiatives? 
 Continue to educate our citizens on where the money for our public services comes from and 

where it goes: make local video. 

JOURNALISM:    
 Do we need a Local study on quality, licensing, trust, FCC, standards, etc.? 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING:  (Suggested name change to Affordable Housing and Shelter) 
 Update existing Position to include low income developments, community benefit 

 agreement, and available programs and services.  
 Study who are the homeless and what are the causes of homelessness. 

 
MENTAL HEALTH:  (Suggested name change to Behavioral Health): 
 Update Position in 2020 as programs and service are changing.                                                 
 Action: Lobby County Council to pass .1% tax for Behavioral Health Services. 

 
 

December 1st Program Planning Meeting 
Report by Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow 
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CLIMATE CHANGE:   
 Develop a strategic plan on climate change to include land use, clean fuels, transportation, 

water, Eco education Action. 

CHILDHOOD POVERTY:   
 We are against it.  Our League Position should include all issues related to money and 

education.  
 Monitor Early Childhood Home Visit pilot program in Pierce County. 

 
MOVING into 2019    What Part will YOU play? 
 
1. Some interested people signed up at the Planning 
Meeting.  Have you entered your name next to any of 
these topics?  Please contact Lyz, Cynthia, or any other 
Board member to share your interest in working in one 
or two of these areas. We'll put your name on the list.  
2.  Many of us have a bias toward ACTION in our own 
lives, but this is the League.  As we noted at the 
beginning of this article, the League as an organization 

moves slowly and deliberately.  On your own - under your own name - you may lobby for, write 
letters about, or take action on any issue you want.  But, you may NOT do it in the name of the 
League.  If you are using League information as part of your argument, you may say – “This 
material is in an LWV report".... but you may not say that you are speaking for the League.  In fact 
you must specifically say that you ARE NOT speaking for the League. 
3.  I am delighted that you are excited and involved.  Please hold on to that enthusiasm as we move 
forward together.  It will take ALL of us to make these things happen– and that definitely includes 
YOU!          -Lyz 
 

Our Community Partners' January Events 
About this Calendar:   Your Editor tries to provide as much information as we can about events sponsored by our 
Community Partner organizations. What we share is what partner groups have shared with us.  While we cannot 
research individual events, we do try to provide contact information so you can look into them yourselves.  Thank 
you.  - GP 
      
Date Time Event/Sponsor    Location 
Through Jan 
20 

 Jacob Lawrence:  "George Bush" Pioneer Paintings 
Exhibit : Museum Admission;  Free on 3rd Thursday each 
month or with passes available at most Libraries.   

Washington State History 
Museum 
1911 Pacific Ave. Tacoma 

Tue Jan 8 6:00 Community Conversation :  Human Trafficking in Pierce 
County 
Info:  janetrunbeck @gmail.com 

Salvation Army 
1110 S. Puget Sound Ave 
Tacoma 

Jan 15 8:30-5 Mental Health First Aid Class - Free  -  For Info & 
Registration  monetcraton@chifranciscan.org 

Pierce County Library 
Admin Ctr. 

Fri  Jan 25 10-2 Homeless Service Day      sponsored by                                              
Project Homeless Connect  For Info contact 
wendy@associatedministries.org  or  253-426-1501 

Oasis of Hope Center 
1937 G  Street - Tacoma 

Fri  Jan 25 All Day Homeless Point in Time Count    For info contact  
www.piercecountywa.gov/PIT 

Multiple Locations 
throughout the County, 
Indoors and Out 

Wed Jan 30 6:00pm   Civil Discussions in an Angry Age   by David Smith of 
Humanities Washington  www.humanities.org/events 

Puyallup Library              324 
S Meridian - Puyallup 
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Many Thanks to our Donors, both League members and  those in our 
Community. Their financial support makes our work possible. 
                                                 
Rita Robison  Mary Meyer   Mary Fuch Foundation    
Cynthia Lorch  Kathy Sommers  Colleen Waterhouse 
Lydia Zepeda  Nancy Pearson   Patricia Morse  
Patricia Mail  Lynne Lewis   Robert & Ann Edington       
Laura Gardner   Jean Buhaly   Susan Eidenschink 
Katherine Baird  Robin Farris   Bobbie Fletcher   
Nancy Hellyer   Shan Vipond  Stella Jones             
Ingrid Curtis   Elizabeth Lathrop  Paula & Donald Eismann 
Ginny Peterson  Rosa Franklin  Ann Williams     
Terri Baker                         Cynthia Stewart  Maralise Hood Quan &  Julio 
Sharon Peace-Doane & Haven Doane   Quan 

N.E. Tacoma Neighborhood Council 
                                         

We are also grateful for the ongoing Support of the following community 
organizations.    

             

 
 
 

January Member Spotlight         
                                                Shera and Zoeb Mogri 
Shera and Zoeb Mogri joined the League in 2001.  Shera is a retired Family Physician.  
After medical school in India, she did a Family Practice residency in Oklahoma City. She 
was an active duty medical officer at  Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma, and also worked 
as a Staff Physician at University of Oklahoma Student Health Center.   Zoeb, a geologist, 
did his schooling and most of his professional training in India.  In 1962 he went to 
Germany on a scholarship program leading to his Ph. D. After immigrating to Canada, he 
did exploration work for a gold mining company in a remote part of Quebec.  Shera and Zoeb were married in 1971 
after being introduced by family members while Zoeb was on vacation in India.  
 
After Shera joined Zoeb in Canada, the couple lived in Fredericton, NB and Prince George, BC, then in Washington, 
Oklahoma, Kentucky and Georgia with Zoeb's job, before settling here in Tacoma after he retired. They chose the 
coastal Washington area because of to its mild climate, natural splendor and liberal culture and have lived here since 
2001. Their love of travel and interest in diverse cultures and history has taken them to many different countries but 
they love  visits by family members and friends when at home. 
 
 Zoeb was part of the League's Board for about 3 years, especially involved with environmental issues. He has also 
volunteered as an ESL teacher with the Multi Service Center of Federal Way and as a patient advocate at St. Francis 
Hospital. Shera has been active in the League office and with voter registration. She is interested in Immigration and 
homelessness  and  hopes to pursue these causes. Both Zoeb and Shera feel that League events are thought provoking 
and agree that participation in League activities  has broadened their horizons and led them to better understanding 
of different levels of government.  
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Highlights of the December 20 Board Meeting          Julie Offner, Secretary 
 

Finances: Most monthly expenses were typical except for the $1,000 quarterly per member 
payment. One new member joined this month.  The membership total was corrected; it is now 144. 
We believe many of the non-renewing members joined League after the 2016 election, but were 
seeking more aggressive political engagement. Christie Perkins will contact some non-renewing 
members to solicit their feedback. 
 
Membership Development – Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI): The special Dec. 8 
screening of the "Mirrors of Privilege” film was discussed, as well as next steps.  It was agreed to 
partner with NAACP on several projects.  The Board is considering using DEI experts to support 
our work.  Other options are still under discussion including a community Forum on DEI and a 
youth project sponsored by the City of Tacoma.  
 
Program Planning Output: Only two topics may be referred to LWVWA.  Discussion of those 
included consideration of a state study and position on incarceration due to inability to pay bail and 
barriers to reentry after incarceration.  Also discussed was studying the 60% super-majority 
requirement on school bonds, a study and potential position on banning out-of-state money in ballot 
initiative campaigns.  A local study was suggested to address concerns about preserving the quality 
of journalism - possibly starting with a community Forum. The board declined to rename our 2016 
Mental Health study as "Behavioral Health" because its scope is narrow and only includes mental 
health (behavioral health is much broader).  However, the study may be updated in 2020. The Board 
agreed to continue advocacy to the County Council for the .1% sales tax to support Behavioral 
Health services.  A committee will review the affordable housing study and position and make a 
recommendation on the suggestion to include shelter. The new Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney 
will be invited to speak at our annual meeting. 
. 
Office Rent Increase: Our current office rent is $390 per month. There will be an increase of $12 
per month each year for the 5 year term of the lease. The Board approved the new agreement. 
 
New Computer: Nancy Dahl is working with Tech Soup to procure new computer, phone and 
other office equipment and software needs. 
 
 
Can you Help at our January 5th Public Forum on Immigration?                          
Our first event of 2019 is a Public Forum on Immigration.  We will need volunteers for on-site 
Registration,  table set-up, Scribes, microphone runners, and  volunteers for jobs not-yet-defined.  
This forum is Part 1 of our January Unit Meeting process. It would be great if you could help out 
while attending the meeting.  Contact Ruth Ann Hatchett   ruthann6257@msn.com  [Like helping 
with Forums?  We have another one on Saturday, Feb. 2nd.  You can sign up to help then too.] 
 
Looking for Community "Action"?  Consider helping  at one of these important 
Homelessness Events on Friday, January 25    
 
1. Project Homeless Connect Service Day  Community groups, coordinated by Associated 
Ministries, provide a variety of free services to folks in need - Social services, clothing, dental & medical 
help, and more.  Contact:  wendy@associatedministries.org     253-426-1501 

(cont’d next page) 
 



The Voter - January 2019 Page 12 
 

(cont’d from page 11) 
2.  Pierce County Point in Time Count of the Homeless   Community volunteers & 
County social services professionals locate and interview homeless individuals.  Others are interviewed in 
shelters.  Training is provided.  The resulting data helps shape community health and homeless services 
going forward.  Contact:   www.piercecountywa.gov/PIT 
 
 
 
 
A note from Charlene Franz  
"Let's Get Started!  Our 2019 Convention will be here sooner 
than you think!" 

 
The Convention Planning Group meets on January 7th.  By then, I'd 
like to be able to tell them how many Volunteers have signed up.  AND 
I'd like to meet with the  Volunteers on Friday,  Jan. 11th  (Is 1pm OK 
for everybody?)   
We still need Volunteers  for : 
♦ Suffragist Pink Tea - held during the Convention - but 

organized beforehand. 
♦ Decorations - To reflect the passage of the 19th Amendment 

to the Constitution and the 100th Birthday of the League 
♦ Swag Bags - What wonderful surprises can we conjure up for 

them?? 
♦ Convention Kick-off Event  at the Washington State History 

Museum.  Wine and Cheese anyone??  
♦ Other Opportunities - not yet fully defined....   A chance to 

stretch your imagination!?                            
 

All these Committees will be fun and social  while still getting our work done.  
Please email Charlene with your activity of choice - the sooner the better -  but definitely before January 
7th.    csffranz@yahoo.com    Even if you already signed up at a one of the Unit Meetings, please email 
her again, to make sure no one is missed.  Be at our first meeting on January 11th when we start 
organizing the Committees.    And also consider making a donation to your League to make this 
convention a success. 
 

 

http://www.piercecountywa.gov/PIT

