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Every year, each local League discusses what it wants to do locally. In
alternate years, Na onal or State programs are also discussed, depend‐
ing on which organiza on has a conven on coming up. In 2016, there
will be a LWVUS conven on.

When and Where:
Saturday, December 5
Merrill Gardens
7290 Rosemount Circle
(oﬀ S. 19th Street between S. Mildred and S. Jackson)
Tacoma
9:30 a.m. gathering. Mee ng will begin at 10 a.m.

Please bring :
 Your Handbook. The Handbook contains the complete text

of all the LWVT‐PC local posi ons. It also contains a short
form of the Na onal Posi ons. Go here to see the complete
list of Na onal posi ons.
 This issue of The Voter.
 Food to share for the pre‐mee ng brunch, or during‐or‐
a er (depending on how long we spend on discussion)
lunch (as you are able).
 Raﬄe items or baskets – as you are able.
 Some money for raﬄe ckets.
And, most importantly,
 Your Ideas!

Continued, next page
LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy

We are Moving to a New Office!
On December 7, the Board will hold its last mee ng at our current oﬃce on
Broadway and will finish packing up to move to our new oﬃce at 621 S.
Tacoma Ave., Tacoma. The new oﬃce will be ground floor and oﬀer the
opportunity to hold membership mee ngs and other events for a small
addi onal charge in shared space. The open house will feature a forum on
Civility and Democracy, open to the public, on February 20. Watch for
more news about that event.

If you have keys to the old office, please return them as soon as
possible!

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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2016 Program Planning: Saturday, December 5, cont’d from page 1
Local
Two sugges ons for local ac on have been made, in addi on to the two studies that are con nued from before:
1. The sugges on from Julio Quan that is described on page 6. This has since been approved by the Board,
and is now presented for membership approval and—we hope—par cipa on, and great ideas for im‐
plementa on. It is repeated below.
Project: Develop Rela onships with Women’s Organiza ons.
Objec ve: establish, maintain, and improve rela ons between the LWVT‐PC and women’s organiza‐
ons interested in encouraging the informed and ac ve par cipa on of ci zens in government, and
influencing public policy through educa on and advocacy. In other words: furthering the mission
and ac vi es of the League.
How: Find a contact person in each organiza on who will facilitate the rela onship of that organi‐
za on with ours. The Commi ee which we set up will designate a contact person from the League
to work with each organiza on.
2. A related idea has come from Marianne Seifert: Focus on voter registra on, especially for youth, work‐
ing with local high schools. More informa on and discussion will be presented at the mee ng.
We can also, of course, propose ac on on any of our local consensus posi ons, or propose new programs. If you
want to do a study or an update, you must come up with – or help us come up with – a Title, a SCOPE for the study,
an idea of a meframe and what work will be involved, and sugges ons of who will work on this (star ng with your‐
self).
LWVT‐PC holds posi ons in the following areas: Aﬀordable Housing, Hazardous Waste, Land Use, Library Services in
P.C., Parks, Pierce Conserva on District (which led to State Conserva on District study and posi on), P.C. Govern‐
ment, Port, Tacoma City Government, Transporta on, and Water Resources in P.C. Studies are underway on Men‐
tal Health services in Pierce County and Pierce County Funding, from which posi ons will be developed by consen‐
sus a er the studies have been completed.
Ask yourself the following ques ons when considering a study at any League level:
1.New Study
 Does the League already have a posi on?
 Is there a government solu on to the problem?
 Is there enough me to do a study and then act to influence the resolu on of the problem?
2. Update: to review an issue.
 Is the League posi on s ll useful?
 Is the posi on suﬃciently general?
 Are there significant developments in the issues area that are not reflected in the posi on?
 What is the proper scope of eﬀort to update the posi on?
3. Ac on: always the goal of the League's study process. Member understanding and strong support are
essen al for successful ac on.

National
Na onal League will hold its biennial conven on in 2016 The Na onal board is encouraging members to think
seriously about not recommending any new program items. Na onally, there are many posi ons, which can be put
together to accomplish just about anything we might want. Also, it is an elec on year, and the Na onal board will
focus on voter registra on, vo ng rights, and anything that touches on these two areas. As well, we will all be doing
a great deal of voter service. They are sugges ng that we focus on ac on and not study.
In November, we par cipated in helping to form a new Na onal League consensus on Cons tu onal Amendments.
In January, we will be part of establishing an updated League posi on on Money in Poli cs.
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President’s Message
In her message to League members, the LWVUS new Execu ve Director, Dr. Wylecia
Wiggs Harris, encouraged us to make sure League is not seen as an organiza on of past
genera ons. To that end, LWVT‐PC Board member Julio Quan has proposed an eﬀort
to reach out to local, minority organiza ons to learn how we can be of service to them.
And, LWVUS is leading an eﬀort to register young voters. New members have made
new contacts for us, and I am sure others of you are also represen ng League in your
circles of influence. Please let a Board member know when you have contacts and/or
ideas for us to stay relevant.
I am looking forward to a new year, new oﬃce, and new work. Happy Holidays,
Ruth Ann Hatchett

2016 Program Planning: Saturday, December 5, cont’d from page 2
Current Na onal Posi ons are divided into four areas: Representa ve Government, Interna onal Rela ons, Natural
Resources, and Social Policy. Please see the Handbook and Impact on Issues.
Two years ago, LWVT‐PC suggested to Na onal an update of wording on Equality of Opportunity to replace
"educa on, employment, and housing" with “in all aspects of society."
We also joined with other Leagues in proposing a study of Alterna ves to Par san Primaries, and proposed a study
of Hospital Mergers.
We can certainly propose any of these again, or anything new, or s ck with the posi ons we have and do a lot of
voter service and take ac on on current posi ons.
PLEASE DO YOUR BEST TO ATTEND AND BE A PART OF THIS VITAL LEAGUE ACTIVITY. IT’S ALSO A GOOD TIME TO
LEARN ABOUT THE LEAGUE AND WHAT WE STAND FOR, AS WELL AS SOCIALIZE AND ENJOY FOOD AND DISCUS‐
SION WITH OLD AND NEW FRIENDS.

Pierce County Charter Review Commission Election
Congratula ons to League member Carolyn Edmonds for being elected to the Pierce County Charter Review Com‐
mission for District 2, Posi on 2, in the November elec on.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Photos:

Cynthia Stewart
Susan Eidenschink
Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink
Bobbie Fletcher
Judy Payne
Ingrid Cur s

Julio Quan

Publicity:
Lucinda Wingard

Check out our new web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
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Suffragette Film and Discussion at The Grand Cinema
by Maralise Hood Quan
Tacoma’s Grand Cinema oﬀered the
opportunity to watch and reflect on
the movie, Suﬀrage e, in communi‐
ty. The power of a story of struggle
for the right to vote from 100 years
ago is as per nent to our lives today
in terms of equal access to power,
control over our lives and
choice. The struggle of the Bri sh
suﬀrage es highlighted the feminist
maxim, “The personal is the poli ‐
cal.” We watched a young laundry
worker realize the inequi es she ex‐
periences are part of a system, not
just her “tough lot in life.” As she
became aware, began connec ng
with other women, and speaking

Audience at discussion following showing of Suffragette

out, her personal life was impacted‐‐she lost her home,
her husband, her job and finally, her child. Did ge ng
the right to vote correct the system of inequi es that
she and many women in 1915 confronted? The answer
is no.
The group discussion a er the movie explored the
“what now?” ques on‐‐ respect for all human beings no
ma er race, gender or any other dis nc ons. This starts

with human rela ons and can expand to ra fying the
equal rights amendment. Please consider sharing your
hope for the future with the fundraising campaign,
#Hopeforourdaughters. Each picture and post will raise
$1 at Equality Now. Check out this site, too. Rep. Laurie
Jinkins and Maralise Hood Quan facilitated the lively
conversa on in community.

Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association
by Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
LWVUS has become a partner with Turning Point Suﬀragist Memorial Associa on (TPSMA), in crea ng a memorial
that celebrates the fight for women’s suﬀrage and its relevance today. Remember that in 2020 we celebrate the
100th anniversary of the ra fica on of the 19th Amendment (Women’s Suﬀrage) and the 100th Birthday of the
League. The memorial will be in Occoquan Regional Park in Northern Virginia, near the site where dozens of suﬀra‐
gists were incarcerated in 1917 for picke ng the White House. If you wish to learn more or donate, visit the Turning
Point website or write to them at TPSMA, 5400 Ox Road, Fairfax Sta on, VA 22039.
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Meet League Member Roxanne Miles
Roxanne has spent 24 years in dedicated public service (Pierce County, Washington State
and Metro Parks Tacoma) with work in program/policy development, project manage‐
ment and business administra on, u lizing her training as a Master Instructor and Strate‐
gic Facilitator. She earned her BA in Sociology from Pacific Lutheran University and MBA
from Corban University. She currently sits on the Pierce County Youth Violence Preven‐
on Alloca on Advisory Commi ee and Tacoma Area Commission on Disabili es. Her
consul ng firm, Purposeful Progress Strategic Solu ons, aids community and faith‐based
non‐profits with capacity building and fund development. She is a lifelong Pierce County
resident, wife and mother of two boys, an ordained evangelist, and drama st. Roxanne
joined the League last summer to explore expanded solu ons to housing and educa on
needs.

Welcome to our New Member:
Lynne Lewis

Rosa Franklin Recognized for her Continuing Service
Long me League member Rosa Franklin received the Legacy Award at the awards dinner for Faith Ac on Network
held on November 15, 2015. Rosa’s daughter, Sara, accepted the award for Rosa and spoke eloquently of Rosa’s
dedica on and achievements while in the Legislature. The brochure for this Award dinner contained the following
write‐up for Rosa Franklin:
Tending the flame of justice in the halls of power and beyond.
Senator Rosa Franklin is a dedicated public servant and faith advocate for social justice. Even though she
retired in 2010 from her service to the state legislature, she is still actively working in her community of Tacoma on the critical issues of our day. Rosa was first elected in 1990 to the Washington House of Representatives and after one term, moved to the Senate where she served the 29th District until her retirement. Two of
the many important issues Rosa addressed that we lift up tonight are her “shining a light” on the racial disparities in our health care system and the need for tax reform so that the needs of our state can be better addressed. Rosa is a long time member of the Southside Baptist Church in Tacoma.

Critical Reading:
Six Amendments – How and Why We should Change the Constitution
By Diane Kerlin
By the me of his re rement in June 2010, John Paul Stevens had become the second longest
serving Jus ce in the history of the Supreme Court. Now he draws upon his more than three
decades on the Court, during which he was involved with many of the defining decisions of the
modern era, to oﬀer a book like none other. Six Amendments, by John Paul Stevens, is an abso‐
lutely unprecedented call to arms, detailing six specific ways in which the Cons tu‐
on should be amended in order to protect our democracy and the safety and wellbeing of
American ci zens. Wri en with the same precision and elegance that made Stevens' own
Court opinions legendary for their clarity as well as logic, this book is important reading for
League members.
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Highlights from the Board Meeting- October 27, 2015
New Proposal. Julio Quan presented a proposal that
would encourage interac on with local women’s organ‐
iza ons with the goal of educa ng the groups about
what League provides and possibili es for working to‐
gether. It was well received by the Board. President
Ruth Ann Hatche appointed Julio to head up a com‐
mi ee to work on this project. Susan Eidenshink
agreed to help, and hopefully other members will join
in the eﬀort.
Invita on. The Board accepted the invita on of the
Puyallup Valley American Associa on of University
Women to work with them as they present Senator
Jeanne Kohl‐Wells at an event where she will speak on
“Women as Poli cal Change Agents: from 1800 to the
Present”. It will be held on January 30th at the Puyallup
Library. Our League will have a table with members
staﬃng it.
Financial Drive. The Board brainstormed ways to dra
a crea ve request le er. Julie Oﬀner volunteered to
design it. Decisions were made regarding the distribu‐
on list for the mailing.
Move Coming. Susan Eidenschink shared a moving
schedule and “to do” list for the move to our new

oﬃce. The Board discussed what items would be con‐
solidated, what furniture we’ll keep, and ren ng a truck
and helpers to assist us in the move. Members, who
wish to get involved, leave your name on the oﬃce’s
voice mail and indicate how you can be of help.
Voter Services. Recent Voter registra on at Pierce Col‐
lege (Puyallup and Steilacoom) was a huge success due
to the enthusiasm of our recruiters, Judy Payne and
Be y Devereux. Between the two schools, over 36 ap‐
plica ons were taken home, and 44 people were regis‐
tered. Ann Williams reported on Fall Forums for ballot
issues and candidates. The League presented over 10
forums from the primary to the general elec on. Taco‐
ma Community College requested that the League pro‐
vide a voter registra on table on November 10th. Ruth
Ann Hatche will seek volunteers.
December 5th General Mee ng. The Board assigned
responsibili es for the general mee ng which will focus
on Program Planning. Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and Julio
Quan will organize the program. Sharon Peace‐Doane
will handle the Raﬄe, and Paula Eismann will organize
the food table and take minutes of the mee ng.

Pierce County to Get a Shiny New Land Use Document
By Lucinda Wingard
The Pierce County 2015 Comprehensive Plan has been several years in the
making, a result of the 1990 Washington State Growth Management Act.
The law requires all coun es to review and update their land use planning
every ten years in the light of projected popula on growth and the con‐
comitant demands for services, housing, and quality of life.
The en re proposed plan, 1898 pages, with all 11 unincorporated Commu‐
nity Plans is available for viewing here. If you have less me, the 371‐page
Comprehensive Plan without the community plans is here.
For the review cycle ending June 30, 2015, Pierce County Execu ve Pat
McCarthy charged Planning and Lands Services (PALS) to make the bulky
Comprehensive Plan more “user friendly.” This meant excising redundan‐
cies, clarifying language, streamlining categories, and improving its basic
format. The eﬀort included reworking eleven unincorporated area Com‐
munity Plans to fit under the county’s umbrella document.

Continued, page 11
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In Memoriam

During October and November of this year, we lost several of our dedicated League members. Here are memoria to
those members. We are thankful for the unique contribu ons of each of these members. They will be missed.

Lois Chapman
Lois Chapman, a League member who a ended the Tacoma Unit mee ngs, died on October 1, 2015. Lois had been ba ling
cancer for several years. During the mes she felt well, she fulfilled long‐held desires to travel and be with friends and family.
Lois was passionate about issues important to her, her whole life. As a young woman she lived oﬀ the grid in a trailer on the
coast with like‐minded friends. Later she did professional fundraising for causes she supported and was ac ve in the eastside
Tacoma area where she lived. She loved to volunteer at our booth at the Puyallup Fair, encouraging passersby to weigh in on
our survey and register to vote. Those who volunteered with her were entertained by her telling about her life me filled with
adventures.

Brad Nelson
Brad Nelson died October 28, 2015. He was an ac ve member of our League for about ten years, a ending Tacoma Unit
mee ngs and League sponsored forums. During those years and in the past three years, when his health was failing, he would
let us know how much he appreciated receiving and reading our Voter. Brad was concerned about many of the same issues
League is concerned about – vo ng rights, public disclosure and open mee ngs, protec ng our environment, and universal
health care.

Gretchen Wilbert
Gretchen died November 15, 2015. She was born to an established poli cal family in Tacoma, who she was very proud of and
beyond a doubt shaped her strong civic duty. Gretchen moved to Gig Harbor in 1954 where she became the defining personali‐
ty we all knew and loved. She started her professional life as a teacher at Artondale Elementary. It was there she was instru‐
mental in ge ng a Kindergarten program established in the Peninsula School District. Teaching gave her the chance to teach
genera ons of Gig Harborites lessons on how to serve their community, and respect and care for its unique environment.
She re red from teaching in 1988 only to be elected Mayor in 1989. A posi on she held for 16 years working hard to lead us
forward to the city we are today. Gretchen was a staunch member of the Gig Harbor Unit from the moment it was founded,
remembers Lucinda Wingard, she studied issues of personal interest and voiced strong posi ons. As mayor, she was a leader
with a clear vision of what ameni es a good community should oﬀer its residents. Many of the ameni es this community enjoys
now are due to her energy. One of her pet projects was to build a Senior Center. By nego a ng with the Boys and Girls Club,
the town has gained a lovely mee ng facility. In our mee ngs, she was especially adamant that to be a good ci zen in these
United States one must exert personal responsibility.
Gretchen led by example and her voice and enthusiasm will be sadly missed. Dorothy Bremner remembers her clear concise
answer to how we could increase membership, "Just Ask" people to come. I remember my first mee ng with the League when
Gretchen appeared with Liz Lathrop, who would pick her up on her way into town. Gretchen announces "I have come to learn
and be informed". That struck such an accord with me because that was why I had come. This marked the beginning of a dear
friendship with Sharon Peace‐Doane, who said, “Haven and I worked later on a commi ee with Gretchen to bring more public
art to Gig Harbor, and we were amazed at her energy and ideas on how to move a project forward. We will miss her crea ve
energy to move forward the good for our community.”
Her son, Jeﬀ Wilbert. said that public celebra on of life service will be held to celebrate Wilbert's legacy, but the details s ll in
the planning stage. An extensive ar cle on Mayor Wilbert 's life appeared in The News Tribune on November 17, 2015.

Ann Homan
Former League member Ann Homan died November 16, 2015. Ann was very ac ve for League’s Representa ve Government
issues at both local and state levels during the 1980s, spending many days each legisla ve session in Olympia lobbying on behalf
of LWV for open government and a strong Public Disclosure Commission. While her health caused her to become inac ve, Ann
said the LWV would always remain her most worthy volunteer eﬀort.
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
(formerly Lakewood &
Neighbors)
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf,
eazul@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253‐
265‐0841

This Month: December – Program Planning
General Meeting
The December unit mee ngs will be combined for a general mem‐
bership mee ng to jointly discuss Program Planning. This is the
format used last year, and it worked out very well. Each of us
hears other members’ thoughts and ideas on possible study, up‐
date or ac on of local and na onal topics. Come to Merrill Gar‐
dens on December 5th to par cipate in this important process.

Next Month: January – Money in Politics –
LWVUS Consensus
At the January Unit mee ngs, you will be able to par cipate in
discussion on guidelines for evalua ng LWVUS consensus ques‐
ons on Money in Poli cs. These discussions and vo ng may lead
to an upda ng of the current posi on on Campaign Finance,
which was wri en using consensus in 1974 and updated in 1982.
Much has happened in campaign financing of elec ons since that
me.

Last Month: November – Constitutional Amendment – LWVUS Consensus
At the November Unit mee ngs, we discussed and voted on
LWVUS consensus ques ons dealing with Cons tu onal Amend‐
ments. Our decisions on these ques ons have been sent to
LWVUS and will be tabulated with the vo ng decisions of other
local Leagues throughout the United States. The LWVUS Board
will determine if there is consensus among the local League sub‐
missions to warrant at new LWVUS posi on on Cons tu onal
Amendments.

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

For more information, see www.tacomapiercelwv.org or call 253-272-1495
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LWVT-PC Calendar December 2015—May 2016

December 5
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Program Planning
General Membership Mee ng

February 20
1:00—3:00 pm

General Membership Forum and
Open House at New LWVT‐PC Oﬃce
Civility and Democracy Forum
621 S. Tacoma Ave.
Tacoma

February 20

Deadline for March Voter ar cles

Merrill Gardens
7290 Rosemount Circle, Tacoma
Coﬀee & snacks begin at 9:30 am

December 7

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
Followed by packing up for the move
702 Broadway, Ste. 105
Tacoma

December 20

Deadline for January Voter

January 8
10:00 am—Noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
(formerly Lakewood & Neigh‐
bors)
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

January 9
10:00 am—Noon

January 9
2:00—4:00 pm

January 14
1:00—3:00 pm

January 20
January 26
10:00 am—Noon

January 30
10:00 am—Noon

February 22
10:00 am—Noon
March 10
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

March 11
10:00 am—Noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng

March 12
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng

March 12
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

March 20

Deadline for April Voter ar cles

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Deadline for February Voter Ar ‐
cles

March 22
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
621 S Tacoma Ave, #202
Tacoma

Women as Poli cal Change
Agents , featuring Sen. Jeanne Kohl‐
Welles
AAUW‐sponsored event
Puyallup Public Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,
621 S. Tacoma Ave, #202
Tacoma

April 8
10:00 am—Noon

Mental Health Study Part II & Consen‐
sus
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Mental Health Study Part II & Consen‐
sus
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Mental Health Study Part II & Consen‐
sus
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Mental Health Study Part II & Consen‐
sus
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,
621 S. Tacoma Ave, #202
Tacoma

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Continued, next page
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LWVT-PC Calendar November 2015—May 2016, cont’d
April 9
10:00 am—Noon

April 9
2:00—4:00 pm

April 14
1:00—3:00 pm

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Legisla ve Session Update
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

April 20

Deadline for May Voter ar cles

April 26
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

May 12
1:00—3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

May 13
10:00 am—Noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng

May 14
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng

May 14
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

May 24
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

621 S. Tacoma Ave, #202
Tacoma

Topic of Choice
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

Topic of Choice
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

Topic of Choice
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup

Topic of Choice
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

621 S. Tacoma Ave, #202, Tacoma

Pierce County to Get a Shiny New Land Use Document, cont’d from page 6
Involved in this rewrite were individual landowners,
non‐governmental environmental agencies, builder and
business associa ons, volunteers on local Land Use Ad‐
visory Commissions, a county‐wide volunteer Planning
Commission, as well as the Council District elected rep‐
resenta ves. This was a sprawling, some mes conten‐
ous process that demanded a lot of “tolerance for am‐
biguity” and tried many a stakeholder’s pa ence. In
the last hours of June 30, 2015, the product was round‐
ly approved by the County Council and most stakehold‐
ers.
This is not to say there was no controversy over the
result. The formula over how much and what land to
conserve for agriculture achieved no compromise solu‐
on. The Agriculture Resource Lands (ARL) designa on
has been postponed for more study and will likely con‐
nue to be a poli cal issue. Industrial zoning in
Fredrickson was also hotly debated and although an
amendment was passed by the Council, Pat McCarthy

vetoed the en re package submi ed at the end of June
over objec ons to that amendment. She felt the
change threatened the huge infrastructure investment
the County has made for more than 30 years to support
job‐producing Port and Industrial interests. In August,
the Council came to a veto‐proof compromise for
Fredrickson, although one that s ll does not sa sfy
McCarthy.
Overall, the new Comprehensive Plan presents a sub‐
stan al improvement over previous documents if only
for its improved format and readability. Many provi‐
sions could also be a model for city planners in Pierce
County.
Stakeholders were given un l November 9 to submit
appeals, and from now through January 2016, those
objec ons will be thoroughly deliberated. Barring ma‐
jor complica ons, the new Plan will go into eﬀect Feb‐
ruary 1, 2016.
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Secretary

Paula Eismann

253‐863‐8845, peismann60@comcast.net

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Sharon Peace‐Doane

253‐265‐0841; hrdoanes@comcast.net

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Ann Williams

253‐759‐3355; willar12000@yahoo.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any citizen of voting age, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50. If you are not a citizen and/or 18 years of age, you may become an Associate Member for $37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 702 Broadway, Suite #105 / Tacoma, WA 98402-3710

