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Unit Meetings
November 2020

Homelessness
in Pierce County:
Has anything changed?
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LWVTPC Work on Homelessness
February 2016
November 2016
October 2017
April 2018
January 2019
January 2020

Mental Health Study & Forum [Position, 4/16]
Pierce County Budget Study [Position, 2017]
CoLab on Homelessness
Creating Homefulness Forum (Tacoma
Convention Center)
Many Faces of Homelessness Forum (Puyallup)
Shelter Study [Position, 7/20]

Lobbied Pierce County on mental health & housing 2016-present
New 2021 Opportunity: Pierce County Council changes
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Homelessness is a national, regional
and local crisis
Nationwide, 2019 Point in Time Count = 568,000 homeless
in the US (2020 data n/a)
• 63% Sheltered - shelters or transitional housing programs
• 37% Unsheltered – on the street, in abandoned buildings, or in
other places not suitable for human habitation.
• People of color accounted for the entire 9% increase over 2018
• Men, black Americans, domestic-violence survivors, veterans, and
people with substance use or mental health disorders all
experience homelessness at higher rates.
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Homelessness is Not
Declining in Pierce County
Per Pierce County
HMIS reports, #
people experiencing
homelessness:
9,523 2017
10,862 2018
11,683 2019
12,237 2019

Plus McKinney-Vento Students:
District Name

# of Students Identified Homeless
2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

Carbonado School District

0

0

0

Dieringer School District

11

18

10

Steilacoom Hist. School District

32

50

49

Orting School District

34

66

64

Eatonville School District

75

72

83

University Place School District

82

107

116

White River School District

87

111

78

Fife School District

101

121

146

Peninsula School District

149

204

301

Sumner School District

263

269

190

Franklin Pierce School District

328

372

445

Puyallup School District

430

524

470

Clover Park School District

526

600

611

Bethel School District

630

657

745

1783
4531

2100
5271
740
16.3%

2272
5580
309
5.9%

Tacoma School District
Increase over prior year

TOTAL

under
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Who is Experiencing
Homelessness in Pierce County*
43% Female
7% Veterans
55% People of Color
43% Members of Families with Children
7% Unaccompanied youth and young adults

* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue*
Reasons for Homelessness (2020 year to date):
36% from employment/housing
•
•
•

20%
9%
18%
7%
6%
3%
3%
4%

10% Job loss
10% Un- or under-employment
16% No affordable housing

Domestic Violence Victim
Eviction
Family Crisis/Breakup
Other
Health and Safety
Mental Health
Medical Condition
Substance Abuse
* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

https://inequality.org/facts/income-inequality/#income-inequality
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

https://inequality.org/facts/income-inequality/#income-inequality
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Income Inequality &
Racial Imbalance

https://budgetandpolicy.org/resources-tools/2019/10/2019-Brief-WA-Tax-Code-is-untapped-resourcefor-racial-justice.pdf
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue
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Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance
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Income Inequality = Housing Inequality
There is not enough Affordable Housing
Nationwide, rental markets are tight
•
•
•
•

Vacancy rates low
More higher income people renting
Market price shifting upward
Therefore, rent increases

In the last 5 years, statewide

• Market rents increased 51%
• Median home prices increased 40%
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There is not enough Affordable Housing
1 Affordable Housing Unit in Pierce County for every 10 people
who need them
49% increase in median rent For one-bedroom apartment from
2012-2017

But only 4.4% increase in median household income
Compounded by racial inequality
• White families in America have, on average, 13 times
the wealth of Black families and 10 times that of Latino
families
• Policy choices have made it harder for people of color to
obtain good housing
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Cost of Housing
There are no consistent data sources, but here is some data
• Median property value in Pierce County = from $300,200 in 2019 to
$338,400 in 2020
(Increasing about 10.7% per year)

• Median Household Income in Pierce County = $75,407
• Home ownership rate in Pierce County = 63%
(Lower than the national average)

• Average commute time in Pierce County = 30.9 minutes
•
•

New data: 53% of population in Pierce Co has special transportation needs (per
PSRC)
The largest category among those is 22% of the population who are low income

• Most drive alone; Avg of 2.0 cars per household
• Vacancy rates of 2-5% mean landlords can charge more rent for no
added benefit
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/pierce-county-wa, 11/5/19; 11/1/20
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Pierce County
Affordable Housing Data
Renter Households
Housing Wage
0 BR
1 BR
2 BR
3 BR
4 BR
Affordable at
Min Wage

Estimated Mean
Renter Wage

per Hr
$18.48
$20.67
$27.08
$39.06
$47.54
$13.50/hr

38% of total households
Fair Market Rent/mo
$ 961
$1,075
$1,408
$2,031
$2,472
$702/mo

Annual
Income Needed
$38,440
$43,000
$56,320
$81,240
$98,880

Hrs/Wk
at Min Wage
55
61
80
116
141

Occupations

Fast food workers
Home health aides, retail sales,
waiters

$16.29/hr

$823/mo affordable

Nursing Assts., Laborers, Cooks

National Low Income Housing Coalition, https://reports.nlihc.org/oor/washington, 11/4/20

Crisis on Top of Crisis:
Effects of COVID-19
12-20% of current renters in WA State reported they could not pay
September-October rent
• Many using credit card debt to cover rent
• Estimated 170,000 households in WA State could be evicted at end of
moratorium, 12/31/20

Unemployment 2020

• 491,255 claims for unemployment compensation in WA State as of August
• Health coverage is attached to employment;
• Medical bills are largest source of bankruptcy

Rental assistance
•
•
•
•

Available throughout the state but many don’t know about it
Some gave up when first efforts to obtain it did not work
Must be COVID-related
Will run out when CARES Act funding ends
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How do we Solve
Homelessness?
The solution to homelessness is to provide housing
• Prevent loss of housing
• Subsidize housing for lowest income people
• Provide supportive housing for those with long-term need
• Help people get ahead with education, training,
reasonable wages
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Recent State Legislation
2019-20 Legislative Sessions
• Funding

• $325 million added to Housing Trust Fund (State Capital Budget)
• State Sales Tax Retention Locally (HB 1406)
• REET exemption on the sale of self-help housing by an affordable
homeownership facilitator (eg, Habitat for Humanity) to a low-income
household (SB 5025)
• Increased funding for HEN (Housing & Essential Needs) program & TANF
• Land Use
• Authorization to increase density, housing action plans, and planning grants
(HB 1923)
• Authorization to create tiny house communities (SB 5383)
• Authorization to increase density with bonus for certain affordable housing
development on property owned or controlled by a religious organization (HB
1377)
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Recent Legislation, cont’d
2019-20 Legislative Session, cont’d
• Tenant Protection
•
•
•
•
•
•

Modification to Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord-Tenant Act (HB 1582)
Provide 60 days’ notice of rent increase (HB 1440)
Allow judicial discretion for evictions (SB 5600)
Increase protection for forelosers (HB 1105)
Modification to property tax exemptions for seniors, veterans (SB 5160)
Three-month payment plan for first, last and damage deposit payments upon
moving into a rental unit

• Support for Youth
• Expansion ofMcKinney-Vento program and grant funding for school districts
to arrange support services for homeless students (SB 5324)
• Pilot programs in colleges for variety of support services for homeless (SB
5800 )
• Authorize use of HOPE Centers for the placement of a child in need of
services and clarifies availability of street outreach services (HB 1657)
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Hopes for 2021 Legislature
Increase and Preserve Affordable Housing:
Invest $240 million for the Housing Trust Fund and an additional $10 million
from the Capital Budget for preservation of affordable housing (USDA and
other properties at risk of loss).
Keep people in their homes and prevent an increase in homelessness:
Pass statewide protections against discriminatory and arbitrary evictions
(good cause termination requirements) and prevent evictions based on
nonpayment of rent with improved legal protections and rental assistance.
Increase state resources to prevent and end homelessness:
Significantly increase the state’s document recording fee to increase
resources to prevent homelessness.
Protect against any cuts to affordable housing, homelessness and human
services programs by passing significant new progressive revenue.
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In Pierce County
Tacoma:

• Investment of $10.9 million in homeless service contracts, inclement weather
services, emergency declaration funding and encampment cleanups this
biennium. Funded services include:
• Emergency Overnight Shelter
• Day Shelter
• Crisis Residential Center for Youth (ages 12-17)
• Young Adult (ages 18-24) Overnight Shelter
• Youth and Young Adult Day Services
• Mental Health and Substance Use Disorder Treatment Programs
• Street Outreach and Engagement
• Complimentary Services
• Coordinated Entry Services
• Permanent Supportive Housing
• The City made an additional capital investment of $1.6 million in 2019 to help
fund Tacoma Rescue Mission’s 50-bed shelter expansion that is set to open in
spring 2020.
21

In Pierce County, cont’d
South Sound Housing Affordability Partners (SSHAP)

• Beginning coordinated lobbying in 2020;
• Begining compiling centralized library of relevant housing policies and best
practices:
• Inventorying publicly owned land in Pierce County land for possible use as
housing; and
• Compiling list of affordable housing funding sources.

Coalition to End Homelessness

• Weekly info meetings
• Responses to unmet needs via list serve
• Winter Shelter Coordinator - coordinating all available resources on behalf of
the Coalition to replace the 400 or so winter beds lost from COVID social
distancing and safety requirements. Finding ways to bring unsheltered
people into safe places through the winter

Continuum of Care Committee
• 5-year plan to end homelessness
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Additional Options
Other Options Available in Pierce County &/or Cities
• 1/10 of 1 percent supportive housing sales tax
• 1/10 of 1 percent mental health sales tax (Tacoma has implemented)
• Local Housing Trust Fund (sometimes called Homes First)
• Affordable Housing Property Tax Levy (up to $.50/$1000 AV for housing for <50%
AMI
• Zoning supporting ADUs and small lot development
• Promotion of Shared Housing Services
• Tax Exemption for Multi-family development
• Inclusionary Zoning (percentage set-aside for affordable units)
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League Cares
LWVUS Position:
“The federal government shares with other levels of government the responsibility to
provide equality of opportunity for education, employment and housing [emphasis
added] for all persons in the US regardless of their race, color, gender, religion,
national origin, age, sexual orientation or disability.
In order to promote self-sufficiency for individuals and families, the LWVUS supports
policies and programs designed to prevent or reduce poverty.”

LWVWA Position – Housing, HO-1:
“All levels of government and the private sector share the responsibility to help
alleviate the housing shortage in the low income sector. Identifying housing needs
and planning to meet these needs is best done at the local level. The state should set
minimum standards for safe and decent housing and provide for their enforcement.
Policies should be formulated to allow for maximum use of available federal funding
as well as encourage the participation of industry, business, local and nonprofit
groups in meeting housing needs. The state government should provide information,
assistance and coordination for housing programs at all levels.”
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Local League Position
Shelter is a basic human right. People experiencing homelessness must be

allowed to access or create temporary shelter until they can gain and sustain the adequate
and secure housing that should be accessible for all.
The increasing gap between wages and housing costs has contributed to a crisis in housing
affordability. …. LWVT-PC supports seeking all assistance options available to increase the
supply of affordable housing. …a multi-faceted approach to addressing housing insecurity,
increasing the amount of affordable housing, and providing temporary shelter when
affordable housing is not available, especially among low and extremely low income
people and those with special needs.

Homelessness will be reduced only when public resources are directed to
increasing housing options that are affordable to low-income people,

…Incentives, such as density bonuses, expedited permitting, and reduced zoning, should
be reserved for housing that increases housing stability for low-income households and
reduces homelessness for all….

While the state and federal governments may provide funding and enabling legislation,

the County and municipalities should implement measures such as those listed
below to increase the availability of housing and temporary shelter.
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Local League Position, cont’d
• We support:
• Tenant Protections
• Zoning (increased density should be encouraged)
• Manufactured Homes (education, relocation fund)
• Land Banks and Land Trusts
• Inclusive Development and Regulatory Measures
• Special Needs (e.g., Single Room Occupancy residences,
supportive housing, and transitional housing)
• Financial (regional, county and municipal dedicated
revenue sources for affordable housing)
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Help Wanted
• Watch for opportunities to testify
• Prepare testimony
• Develop network of local advocates to help
• Provide community education
• Other….
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Thank You!

Q&A
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