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Homelessness is Not
Declining in Pierce County
10,862

People homeless 2018*
(Compared to 9,523 in 2017)

4,712

People homeless so far this year (July 2019)*

5,271

Additional – Students identified in Schools **

* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
** 2018 McKinney-Vento School homeless population data:
http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/Data.aspx
2

Who is Experiencing
Homelessness in Pierce County*
45% Female
8% Veterans
55% People of Color
49% Members of Families with Children
8% Unaccompanied youth and young adults

* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
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Who is Experiencing
Homelessness in Pierce County
School Districts by Number of Homeless Students
# of Students
Identified
Homeless

District Name

School Districts by Percent of Homeless Students
District Name

% of District
Identified as
Homeless

Carbonado School District

0

Carbonado School District

0.0%

Dieringer School District

18

Dieringer School District

1.1%

Steilacoom Hist. School District
Orting School District

50
66

Steilacoom Hist. School District

1.4%

Eatonville School District

72

University Place School District

1.7%

University Place School District

107

Puyallup School District
Peninsula School District

2.0%
2.0%

White River School District
Fife School District

111
121

Orting School District

2.3%

Peninsula School District
Sumner School District

204
269

Sumner School District

2.5%

White River School District

2.6%

Franklin Pierce School District

372

Fife School District

2.9%

Bethel School District

2.9%

Puyallup School District

524

Eatonville School District

3.4%

Clover Park School District
Bethel School District

600
657

Clover Park School District

3.6%

Franklin Pierce School District

4.1%

Tacoma School District

2100

Tacoma School District

6.0%

TOTAL

5271

2018 McKinney-Vento School homeless population data: http://www.k12.wa.us/HomelessEd/Data.aspx
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue*
Reasons for Homelessness:

38% from employment/housing
•
•

23% Un- or under-employment
15% No affordable housing

15% Domestic Violence Victim
10% Eviction
8%
Loss of Job
7%
Family Crisis/Breakup
7%
Other
5%
Health and Safety
4%
Mental Health
3%
Medical Condition
3% Substance Abuse
1% Asked to leave home at adulthood
* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

https://inequality.org/facts/income-inequality/#income-inequality
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

https://inequality.org/facts/income-inequality/#income-inequality
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

https://inequality.org/facts/income-inequality/#income-inequality
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue*
1 Affordable Housing Unit in Pierce County
for every 10 people who need them
49% increase in median rent

For one-bedroom apartment from 2012-2017

But only 4.4% increase in median household income

* https://www.co.pierce.wa.us/3715/Homeless-Programs
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Cost of Housing*
There are no consistent data sources, but here is some data
• Median property value in Pierce County = $300,200
(Increasing about 10.7% per year)

• Median property value nationally = $217,600
• Home ownership rate in Pierce County = 63.2%
(Lower than the national average)

• Average commute time in Pierce County = 30.9
minutes
• Most drive alone; Avg of 2.0 cars per household
• Vacancy rates of 2-5% mean landlords can charge
more rent for no added benefit
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/pierce-county-wa, 11/5/19
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Housing Cost vs Income
78 = hours an individual earning
minimum wage ($11.50) needs to work
to spend 30% of their income on a onebedroom apartment

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition methodology (2017 Out of Reach report; affordability defined
as spending no more that 30% of gross income on gross housing costs), Zillow 1-BR Median Rental Price
dataset (Nov 2017), blanket assumption of 2018 state-wide minimum wage ($11.50)
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Rental Rates* vs Income
Monthly
Increase in Rent Income Needed
in last year
to Rent <30%
income

Jurisdiction

Average
Apartment Rent

Average
Apartment
Square Feet

Tacoma

$1,323

834

$1.59

5%

$4,410

$25.45

Lakewood

$1,167

759

$1.54

8%

$3,890

$22.45

University Place

$1,176

811

$1.45

7%

$3,920

$22.62

Spanaway

$1,182

684

$1.73

10%

$3,940

$22.74

Gig Harbor

$1,519

988

$1.54

4%

$5,063

$29.22

Rent/Foot2

Wage/ Hour
Needed

• Median Household Income in Pierce County = $69,278/year or $5,773/month **
• More than 40% of Pierce County population has income below the median
• 22% below $35,000/year ($16.82/hour if working full-time at one job)
* https://www.rentcafe.com/average-rent-market-trends/us/wa/pierce-county/tacoma/, 10/22/19
** https://datausa.io/profile/geo/pierce-county-wa#economy, 11/5/19
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Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance

https://budgetandpolicy.org/resources-tools/2019/10/2019-Brief-WA-Tax-Code-is-untapped-resourcefor-racial-justice.pdf
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It’s an Income Inequality Issue

14

Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance
• People of Color = 55% of the homeless population but only 25% of the general
population.
• White people = only 45% of the homeless population but 75% of the general
population
• Employment is unequal; Assets are unequal
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Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance
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Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance
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Income Inequality & Racial
Imbalance
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How do we Solve
Homelessness?
The solution to homelessness is to provide housing
• Prevent loss of housing
• Subsidize housing for lowest income people
• Provide supportive housing for those with long-term need
• Help people get ahead with education, training,
reasonable wages
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What Was Done Last Year
2019 Legislative Session
• Funding

• $175 million added to Housing Trust Fund (State Capital Budget)
• State Sales Tax Retention Locally (HB 1406)
• REET exemption on the sale of self-help housing by an affordable
homeownership facilitator (eg, Habitat for Humanity) to a low-income
household (SB 5025)
• Increase funding for HEN (Housing & Essential Needs) program
• Land Use
• Authorization to increase density, housing action plans, and planning grants
(HB 1923)
• Authorization to create tiny house communities (SB 5383)
• Authorization to increase density with bonus for certain affordable housing
development on property owned or controlled by a religious organization (HB
1377)
20

What Was Done Last Year
2019 Legislative Session, cont’d
• Tenant Protection

• Modification to Manufactured/Mobile Home Landlord-Tenant Act (HB 1582)
• Provide 60 days’ notice of rent increase (HB 1440)
• Allow judicial discretion for evictions (SB 5600)
• Increase protection for forelosers (HB 1105)
• Modification to property tax exemptions for seniors, veterans (SB 5160)
• Support for Youth
• Expansion ofMcKinney-Vento program and grant funding for school districts
to arrange support services for homeless students (SB 5324)
• Pilot programs in colleges for variety of support services for homeless (SB
5800 )
• Authorize use of HOPE Centers for the placement of a child in need of
services and clarifies availability of street outreach services (HB 1657)
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Expected in 2020 Legislature
Proposals to
• Add investment in Housing Trust Fund for preservation of affordable housing
• Include affordable housing in definition of Essential Public Facilities (GMA)
• Supplemental funding for the Housing Trust Fund and HEN program
• Just cause protection for tenants potentially evicted
• Three-month payment plan for first, last and damage deposit payments upon
moving into a rental unit
• REET exemption for a non-profit that intends to retain affordable housing status
of a purchased property
• Reversal of cuts to the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program
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Additional Options
Other Options Available in Pierce County &/or Cities
• 1/10 of 1 percent supportive housing sales tax
• 1/10 of 1 percent mental health sales tax (Tacoma has implemented)
• Local Housing Trust Fund (sometimes called Homes First)
• Affordable Housing Property Tax Levy (up to $.50/$1000 AV for housing for <50%
AMI
• Zoning supporting ADUs and small lot development
• Promotion of Shared Housing Services
• Tax Exemption for Multi-family development
• Inclusionary Zoning (percentage set-aside for affordable units)
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League Cares
LWVUS Position:
“The federal government shares with other levels of government the responsibility to
provide equality of opportunity for education, employment and housing [emphasis
added] for all persons in the US regardless of their race, color, gender, religion,
national origin, age, sexual orientation or disability.
In order to promote self-sufficiency for individuals and families, the LWVUS supports
policies and programs designed to prevent or reduce poverty.”

LWVWA Position – Housing, HO-1:
“All levels of government and the private sector share the responsibility to help
alleviate the housing shortage in the low income sector. Identifying housing needs
and planning to meet these needs is best done at the local level. The state should set
minimum standards for safe and decent housing and provide for their enforcement.
Policies should be formulated to allow for maximum use of available federal funding
as well as encourage the participation of industry, business, local and nonprofit
groups in meeting housing needs. The state government should provide information,
assistance and coordination for housing programs at all levels.”
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In a Better World
We would
• Work to reverse the regressive tax structure in WA State, making it more fair
• Work to gain passage of the capital gains tax; persuade legislators that there is public
support for that measure
• Increase the public education about the reality of homelessness (as opposed to “Is
Seattle Dying?” portrayal).
• Build public support for funding and other supportive prevention against and
solutions to homelessness.
• Assure that adequate provision is made in local comp plans for affordable housing in
appropriate settings
• Assure that local governments use all of the financial resources available to fund
affordable housing
• Educate the lawmakers and the public about mostly unknown solutions such as
shared housing services, potential changes in development regulations to allow nonrelated individuals to share homes, etc.
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Thank You!

Q&A
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