The Voter

May, 2015

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma—Pierce County
Phone: (253) 272‐1495

Email: lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com

In This Issue
Page
Ci zens United—May mee ngs

1

Co‐President’s Message

2

Your Board at Work

2

Membership Form

3

Meet New Members Alison McCaﬀree
& Ken Lazarus

4

Establish Posi ve Poli cs

5

Thanks to Donors

5

Primary Candidates Forums

6

Of, By and For the People Flier

7

Posi ve Poli cs Flier

8

Healthy Lives Ma er Flier

9

Web: www.lwvwa.org/tacoma

Citizens United—Campaign Funding Effects
to be Discussed at May Unit Meetings
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
The May Unit mee ngs will deal with the Supreme Court’s 2010 Ci ‐
zens United decision, which claimed that corpora ons are people and
can contribute as much as they want to campaigns. Ci zens United v.
Federal Elec on Commission is a U.S. cons tu onal law case dealing
with the regula on of campaign spending by organiza ons. The Court
ruled that the First Amendment prohibited the government from re‐
stric ng independent poli cal expenditures by a nonprofit corpora‐
on. The principles ar culated by the Supreme Court in that case have
also been extended to for‐profit corpora ons, labor unions, and other
associa ons.
Unit mee ng speakers will discuss some of what has happened as a
result and what the future op ons are. Unfortunately, the LWVWA
Ci zens United Toolkit will NOT be on the website in its final form un l
mid‐May. So, at the Unit mee ngs, we will discuss some of the issues,
get some informa on about local and na onal eﬀects, and hear from
WAmend speakers about what they are doing, and their new Ini a ve
(I‐735).
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Handbook

Some of the eﬀects in our area may be useful in understanding the
impact of the Ci zens United decision.

12

In 2013, I‐522, concerning the labeling of foods containing gene cally‐
modified ingredients, was on the ballot. I assume we all remember
this. Approximately $42.5 million was spent on this ini a ve—and
that’s just in OUR state. Those in favor of the ini a te spent $9.8 mil‐
lion. Those against spent $32.7 million. Most of that $32.7 came
from chemical companies and the Grocery Manufacturers Associa on,
all from outside Washington.

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma
‐Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal
organiza on that encourages informed
and ac ve par cipa on in government,
works to increase understanding of ma‐
jor public policy issues, and influences
public policy through educa on and
advocacy.

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/

As of that September, the NO campaign had raised $12 million from six
donors, while the YES campaign had raised $4 million from 9,000 do‐
nors. Does that make it seem like the PEOPLE wanted I‐522? At the
me, an Elway poll showed that YES had a 44% lead over NO.
By October, YES had lost 20% (which NO had gained) and was only
slightly ahead. Looks like the influence of money. The poll showed
significant voter behavior diﬀerences a er exposure to campaign ads.
In the two weeks before the elec on, NO outspent YES by 3:1. The
12% of undecided voters appeared to be greatly influenced by the blitz
of adver sing. By Elec on Day, the results were 48.9% YES, 51.1% NO.

Continued, page 3
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Co– President’s Message
This spring we remembered the 95 years of work the League of Women Voters has done.
Today, we turn our thoughts to how we can con nue to empower people to look for solu‐
ons to the most important issues facing our communi es and country to improve gov‐
ernment at every level.
In this issue of The Voter you will find informa on on an upcoming forum we are co‐
sponsoring on Poli cs of the Possible. Voter Service chairs, Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and Ann
Williams are planning forums be to televised on TVTacoma this summer. There will be
opportuni es for voter registra on and other forums as we get closer to elec on season.

Ruth Ann Hatchett, CoPresident

As the state legislature con nues their work, there are opportuni es to make your voice
heard. The state League web site h p://www.lwvwa.org/ makes it easy to sign a pe ‐
on, send an email to your representa ve, or get informa on to make a call to the legisla‐
ve hotline at 800‐562‐6000. The web page gives background informa on on legisla on
being considered.

The annual mee ng is set for June 20 at Merrill Gardens from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Please plan to join us to review the work of the past year and plan for the 2015‐2016 year. There will be an oppor‐
tunity to re‐assert or revise our By‐Laws, Policies and Consensus Posi ons. Please take some me to review the
2014‐15 Handbook and come prepared to contribute to the discussion. I look forward to seeing you there.

Your Board at Work
At the April 8 Board mee ng focused largely on fund‐
raising and partnering. The Board is inves ga ng
methods to accept credit card payments and hopes
to have something in place by the May 14 fundraiser
at the Tacoma Art Museum. That event focuses on
on non‐member guests who might contribute gener‐
ously to League. Ten LWVT‐PC members have under‐
wri en the cost of this event so that dona ons will
all contribute to the LWVT‐PC Educa on Fund.
The Board has ini ated establishment of a 501(c)(3)
organiza on for LWVT‐PC Educa on Fund. This
would allow management of the Educa on Fund do‐
na ons generated specifically for this League, which
un l now have been managed by the State League.
The Ar cles of Incorpora on have been filed with the
Secretary of State and the organiza on has been reg‐
istered with the IRS, allowing acceptance of dona‐
ons as a 501(c)(3) charitable non‐profit organiza‐
on. A more complex applica on for IRS cer fica on
is in prepara on. According to IRS rules, the League
has 27 months to complete that but can act as a 501
(c)(3) during that period.

The Board discussed several co‐sponsorship pro‐
posals and agreed to co‐sponsor a forum in partner‐
ship with the Poli cs of the Possible group on May 20
at the Moore Library.
This program will discuss how poli cs can be posi ve
and produc ve. Other partnering arrangements in‐
clude with the IOTA fraternity at University of Puget
Sound to sponsor a candidate forum and voter regis‐
tra on in Tacoma District 3 in July; and between
LWVT‐PC, the Community Council and TV Tacoma to
sponsor candidate forums for Tacoma City Council
races.
Final plans for the annual mee ng at Merrill Gardens
on June 20 include presenta on of two budget op‐
ons, one with and one without a dues increase.
This responds to a mo on passed at last year’s annu‐
al mee ng. The annual mee ng will also include a
briefing on how the Legislature dealt with educa on
funding.
The Board con nues to look for ways to make infor‐
ma on accessible on the web site and in the oﬃce.

Next Board Meeting: Wednesday, May 13, 2015
3:00-5:00 p.m., at the League Office
All League members are welcome to attend
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Citizens United, cont’d from page 1
Since then, our Ini a ve campaigns have con nued to
a ract HUGE sums of money, ESPECIALLY ini a ves
which come around for the second (or third) me:
charter schools and priva za on of liquor sales, both of
which have now passed.
In 2010, I‐1100 on priva zing liquor stores got 46.6% of
the YES vote. In 2011, I‐183 (similar, but not iden cal)
got 54.7%. The main backer of I‐1100 was Costco, with
supermarkets also spending a lot. The opposi on was
groups like Protect Our Communi es, People for re‐
sponsible Liquor Laws, and the Na onal Beer Wholesal‐
ers. The NO groups raised over $3 million more than
the YES groups. They prevailed.
One year later, each side spent more than $20,000,000,
but the YES group raised $8.6 million more, and won.
In the last five years, our Legislature has dealt with
many bills rela ng to campaign funding and disclosure
laws. Most have failed, but some have passed, includ‐
ing a 2013 bill concerning the transparency of donors
to candidates and ballot measures.
When the U.S. Supreme Court, by 5‐4, announced the
Ci zens United decision, it did vote 8‐1 to uphold ele‐
ment of disclosure. Jus ce Kennedy wrote, “The First

Amendment protects poli cal speech, and disclosure
permits ci zens and shareholders to react to the
speech of corporate en es in a proper way.” Since
then, the DISCLOSE Act has been introduced every
year, some mes mul ple mes, by Congress, trying to
blunt the impact of Ci zens United. It has failed every
me, and is not expected to go anywhere this year ei‐
ther. Senators Cantwell and Murray have been solid
supporters of The DISCLOSE Act.
As to the eﬀects of money in candidate campaigns, the
following is from Senator Pam Roach, who tes fied at
the February 5, 2015, Senate Commi ee on Govern‐
ment Opera ons & State Security hearing, regarding SB
5375, a bipar san bill which would require disclosure
by companies that employ signature‐gatherers for bal‐
lot ini a ves. Several mes during the hearing, Sena‐
tor Roach stated that campaign contribu ons do in‐
deed influence her decisions in policymaking. She said,
“Were you aware that legislators can be punished,
a er 24 years, (when) they don’t support a bill that you
want, even though they have a perfect record with
business?” asked Roach, adding later: “Do you think
this is kind of heavy‐handed, maybe?” “I think it’s terri‐
ble, myself. Anyway, you need to know where your
money’s going, because you know what? I won.”

Continued, page 4

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any citizen of voting age, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $60 (for two members of a household - $90). Student membership is
$30. If you are not a citizen and/or 18 years of age, you may become an Associate Member for $30. Please indicate the
type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT
tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Comments:
______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to: League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 702 Broadway, Suite #105 / Tacoma, WA 98402-3710
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Meet New Members Alison McCaffree
and Ken Lazarus

Alison McCaﬀree and Ken Lazarus are a couple that is
hard to describe in a few words. Coming from very
diﬀerent backgrounds, they’ve traveled many paths
and experienced many cultures before joining forces to
seek the greater good.
Alison grew up in Novato a suburb of San Francisco in
Marin County, California and then moved to London,
England with her family to finish high school. She was a
compe ve gymnast for 10 years. She started her com‐
munity engagement experience early, receiving the Girl
Scout Gold Award at age 16. Alison holds mechanical
engineering degrees from Stanford University and the
Massachuse s Ins tute of Technology and an MBA
from the Sloan School of Business at MIT.
Ken grew up outside of Buﬀalo, New York. He loved
playing basketball and being part of school plays. Ken
spent 27 years as an electrical engineer designing radi‐
os for military airplanes and grew to managing product
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teams who designed and manufactured cellular
phones.
Alison and Ken met in San Diego, California and lived
there for six years before deciding to sell their house
and move to the island of St. Thomas to manage a scu‐
ba diving shop. In 2006, they moved to Washington,
where Alison joined mul ple nonprofit boards and be‐
came the Execu ve Director at NPower. She also spent
the last eight years working on a book called Poli cs of
the Possible with her grandmother, Mary Ellen
McCaﬀree, a four‐term Washington State representa‐
ve. That experience gives her a unique understanding
of the Washington State policy process. Over the last
four years, Alison has led the planning and successful
start‐up of a new state nonprofit associa on, Washing‐
ton Nonprofits. Now, Alison runs Washington Non‐
profits from their home.
Having been around the water and boats his whole life,
Ken is now happy with his second career. He currently
works as a captain for the tall ship Lady Washington,
our state’s oﬃcial ship. Lady Washington provides edu‐
ca onal experiences to school age kids and the general
public to promote and preserve mari me history. He
also volunteers for Sea Scouts Tacoma and a new non‐
profit in Brownsville called Kitsap Mari me Heritage
Founda on. Through these organiza ons, Ken is living
out his passion for boats, young people and educa on.
Alison and Ken were drawn to the LWV because of its
passion for ci zen engagement and pursuit of a vibrant
democracy. They endorse the League’s vital role in
promo ng construc ve discourse regarding issues of
the day.

Citizens United, cont’d from page 3
In 2014, a coali on of grassroots organiza ons formed WAmend, which placed I‐1329 on the State ballot. It called
for an amendment to the U.S. Cons tu on to limit and control money in poli cs. Throughout the na on, many mu‐
nicipali es and states have tried to do this. Some have succeeded. I‐1329 needed 250,000 signatures to get on the
ballot.
With no major funding, 2,000 unpaid volunteers managed to collect almost 175,000 signatures.
That wasn’t enough, but there was support throughout the state. They are trying again this year. I‐735 held its kick‐
oﬀ event on April 25th. We will learn more, and how to get involved if we choose, at our Unit mee ngs.
We hope to see you at the May Unit mee ngs.
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HOW CAN WE ESTABLISH POSITIVE POLITICS?
A Community Discussion
May 20, 6:00—7:30 p.m.
Moore Library
215 S. 56th Ave., Tacoma

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County
is joining the team from Poli cs of the Possible to pre‐
sent this community discussion. A panel of poli cal
experts will discuss what the community can do to es‐
tablish posi ve poli cs in our governmental and poli ‐
cal system. Public interests seem to have been set
aside in favor of par san, personal and special inter‐
ests, and trust in government has fallen widely. The
divisiveness of our poli cal par es has hindered the
solu on of pressing problems in educa on, transporta‐
on, social and health services, the unequal distribu‐
on of income, safety and the eﬀects of climate
change, the eﬃciencies of government. How can we
establish posi ve poli cs to strengthen our democra‐
cy?
The personal experiences and ideas of the panelists will
combine with examples of posi ve ac ons and bi‐
par sanship in Poli cs of the Possible by Mary Ellen
McCaﬀree and Anne Corbe . The discussion is ex‐
pected to revolve around the role of ci zens in the po‐
li cal process, the importance of pu ng the public in‐
terest first, the establishment of greater civility and
respect and the benefits of being willing to comprise by
public oﬃcials. “Poli cs of the Possible tells how collab‐
ora on between the two poli cal par es was achieved
during the tumult of the 1960s, and stands as a model
for our mes.” (North Kitsap Herald, Feb. 24, 2012).
Mary Ellen McCaﬀree, a life‐ me Washington League
member, o en said, “Poli cs can be posi ve, real gov‐

ernment reform is possible, and ci zens can make a
diﬀerence.”
Ma Driscoll, columnist for The News Tribune, will
serve as the moderator. The audience is expected to
par cipate with the panelists during the evening’s dis‐
cussion. The panelists include those involved in the
poli cal process:
Sam Reed, former Secretary of State, 2001 to 2013, a
strong advocate and prac oner of “public civility, respect
and bipar sanship”
Rep. Chris ne Kilduﬀ, 28th District (University Place/ Lake‐
wood/Dupont), She is new to the legislature and has exten‐
sive experience in state government service.
Alison McCaﬀree, Execu ve Director of Washington Non‐
profits and Marke ng Manager for Poli cs of the Possible,
She launched our states first ever nonprofit state associa on
and spent nearly two years as an assistant to and researcher
for Mary Ellen McCaﬀree.
Come and bring your friends to this community dis‐
cussion on how to improve the quality and eﬀec ve‐
ness of our poli cal system. Plan to share your views
with those of your neighbors. How can we establish
posi ve poli cs?
A challenge for us all! See you
there!
This program and project are supported in part by a
grant from Humanities Washington,
(www.humanities.org).

Thanks to our generous donors since the last Voter:
The following non-members expressed appreciation for the TRY by contributing:
Ernest Bay
Nancy Henderson
Aaron Pointer

Michael Brabse er
Cindi Hochststa er
Russell Wise

Community Council of Tacoma
Mary Lewis

These members donated to underwrite the upcoming Community Fundraiser:
Terri Baker
Bobbie Fletcher
Shera and Zoeb Mogri
Nancy Pearson

Jean Buhaly
Paula and Donald Eismann
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and John Thurlow
Sharon Peace Doane and Haven Doane
Cynthia Stewart
Ann Williams
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PRIMARY CANDIDATES FORUMS

By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
Elec on season is upon us once again! Primary elec on
day is August 4. This year is for local elec ons, so get
ready for lots of ac vity in your communi es. Events
planned so far include Tacoma races with TV Tacoma
and Tacoma District 3 race with the Iota Mu Lambda
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha.
As usual, we are partnering with TV Tacoma to present
forums for all the Tacoma City Council races (four of
them this year), the Port, Tacoma School Board, the
Civil Service Board, and Metro Parks. This year, we are
also partnering with the Tacoma Community Council,
instead of the Urban Planning students at UW‐T. Ques‐
ons will be prepared and asked by their representa‐
ves.
We are hoping to have a studio audience for these Fo‐
rums, which will be taped in the Tacoma City Council
chamber. If we do, audience members will be allowed
to submit ques ons as well. We will let you know
when this is confirmed.
To volunteer to help, or if you want to a end, please
contact Lyz Kurnitz Thurlow, at 253‐924‐0288 or
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com.
The tenta ve taping schedule follows:

Wednesday, June 24, 2015
Civil Service: 10:00—10:30 a.m.
Metro Parks: 11:00 ‐ 11:30 a.m.
Council: 1:00‐1:30 p.m., 2:00‐2:30 p.m., 3:00‐3:30 p.m.
Friday, June 26, 2015
School Board, Posi ons 2 & 4: 1:30— 2:00 p.m.
Council: 2:00—3:00 p.m.
Port of Tacoma, Posi ons 3 & 5: 3:30‐4:00 p.m.
New Partnership: This year we are partnering with Iota
Mu Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, a post‐
graduate chapter of a mostly‐black fraternity. They are
very interested in community service and encouraging
people to vote. A VOTELESS PEOPLE IS A HOPELESS
PEOPLE is a slogan of theirs. Seems like a perfect part‐
nership, doesn’t it?
The Tacoma District 3 race is expected to draw several
hopeful candidates. Some me in July, date and place
as yet unknown, we are helping them to present a Fo‐
rum, and hope that we can do more together in the
future.
More Opportuni es: If you know of any organiza on
or municipality that wants to hold Candidates Forums
for either the primary or general elec ons, please tell
them about the League, and contact me, Ann Williams,
or the League oﬃce.
Thanks – and we always count on you for your help in
mee ng one of our primary purposes.

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐
Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐
County/312747775413

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers

Publicity

Cynthia Stewart
Susan Eidenschink
Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink
Bobbie Fletcher
Judy Payne
Ingrid Cur s

Lucinda Wingard

Photos
Julio Quan
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma

This Month: May – LWVWA Citizens United and I-735

2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

At the May Unit mee ngs, we will address the Supreme Court’s 2010 Ci ‐
zens United Decision. To set the stage, we will present a slide show from
LWV Massachuse s, because the LWVWA Ci zens United Toolkit will not
be on the website in its final form un l mid‐May.

Lakewood & Neighbors
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐
4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf,
eazul@comcast.net

WAmend, a Washington Coali on to Amend the Cons tu on, has an ap‐
proved 2015 ini a ve, I‐735, which is to the legislature and had a kickoﬀ
event on April 25. See website h p://www.wamend.org/ for more infor‐
ma on. Copies of the ini a ve will be available at these Unit mee ngs, and
a public rela ons person from the campaign will also a end. For more in‐
forma on, see the ar cle on Ci zens United, beginning on page 1.

Next Month: Annual Meeting – June 20
Instead of Unit mee ngs in June, there will be an Annual Mee ng on June
20, 9:30 am – 1:00 pm at Merrill Gardens, 7290 Rosemount Circle, Tacoma,
(South 19th St, between S. Mildred St and S. Jackson Ave).
LWVT‐PC bylaws require this mee ng – “An Annual Mee ng shall be held
at a general membership mee ng, before the end of each fiscal year, the
exact date to be determined by the Board of Directors. The membership
a ending the Annual Mee ng shall:
 Adopt a local program.
 Elect oﬃcers and directors, chair and two members of the
nomina ng commi ee.
 Adopt an adequate budget.
 Transact such other business as may properly come before it.”
A er the business part of the Annual Mee ng, Linda Hanson and Cynthia
Stewart will give us informa on on progress in the 2015 Legisla ve Session.

Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253

For more informa on, see
www.lwvwa.org/tacoma/

Last Month: April – LWVT-PC Mental Health Study
Last month’s Unit mee ngs focused on the phase 1 report from the mental
health study that is currently underway. Members and guests who a end‐
ed the Unit mee ngs received much informa on on the needed services
for the mentally ill and their families in Pierce County. The study has a
comprehensive scope and will not be completed un l later this year or ear‐
ly 2016. Phase 1 describes the processes involved in the “system” of men‐
tal health treatment. It uses a hypothe cal case study to illustrate what
can happen when mental illness is discovered and treated and many of the
issues involved for the pa ent, prac oners and family. The final report
will describe funding, op ons available to Pierce County, and specific issues
such as homelessness and veterans.
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LWVT-PC Calendar March—June 2015

May 6
10:00 –11:00 am

Democracy Forum
Carwein Auditorium
University of WA—Tacoma

May 20
6:00—7:30 pm

Poli cs of the Possible Forum
Moore Public Library
215 S. 56th St., Tacoma

May 8
10:00 am – noon

Lakewood & Neighbors Unit
Mee ng
Ci zens United Decision

May 28
7:30—11:30 am

Healthy Lives Ma er
3873 S. 66th St., Tacoma
www.carolmilgardbreastcenter
.org or 253‐680‐3384

May 9
10:00 am – noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Ci zens United Decision

June 12‐14

LWVWA Conven on
Holiday Inn, Yakima WA

May 9
2:00 – 4:00 pm

Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit
Mee ng,
Ci zens United Decision

May 13
3:00—5:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
702 Broadway, Tacoma

June 20
9:30 am—Coﬀee &
Social
10:00 am—Business
mee ng begins

LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng
Merrill Gardens
7290 Rosemount Circle
Tacoma

May 14
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng,
Ci zens United Decision

June 24

Deadline for Summer Voter
ar cles

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

LWVTPC Board Members
Co‐President

Paula Eismann

253‐863‐8845, peismann60@comcast.net

Co‐President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Secretary

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Jacqueline Jones‐Hook

jjoneshook@aol.com

Sharon Peace‐Doane

253‐265‐0841; hrdoanes@comcast.net

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Ann Williams

253‐759‐3355; willar12000@yahoo.com
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League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County
702 Broadway, Suite 105
Tacoma, WA 98402

Phone: (253) 272‐1495

Email: lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com

It’s A Good Time to Read Your Local
League Handbook
By Lucinda Wingard
One day in April, I was no fied by the Biodiversity Coali‐
on of Interest (COI) for the Lower White River that the
Sumner Planning Commission was considering new envi‐
ronmental stewardship language for its Comprehensive
Plan. Le ers of support were needed ASAP. “Aha!” I said
to myself, “my League can provide support for this
eﬀort.” I dra ed a le er and called Co‐President, Paula
Eismann. Would she send something like this to
Sumner? Well, of course, she would need to research
our League’s Pierce County consensus posi ons.
The result of a hardworking study commi ee in 2010‐
11, the Land Use consensus posi on is right there in the
Handbook, in full. It’s pre y powerful and the result of
deep research

Web: www.lwvwa.org/

(available on our website Biodiversity Conserva on in
Pierce County Land Use Study). Paula used this consen‐
sus to send a le er from League to the Sumner Planning
Commission. We can hope that our study has some po‐
li cal influence.
By order of Washington’s Growth Management Act,
2015 is the year for upda ng all comprehensive plans
that guide how we handle change in our communi es. A
variety of organiza ons have been pushing for stronger
language in the area of biodiversity conserva on for our
county, and the League is one of them. The consensus
statement in your Handbook suggests ways we as indi‐
viduals can act as well.
The June Annual Mee ng is when we’re asked to either
revise or re‐assert the Bylaws, Policies, and Consensus
within the Handbook. So, this year, I’m urging members,
along with myself, to give our LWVT‐PC Handbook a
more than cursory look. Impressive stuﬀ there.

