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by the Youth Voter Registration Committee
League members have been registering voters at the Hilltop Family Carni‐
val, Lincoln High School, Gig Harbor High School, Tacoma Community Col‐
lege, Bates Technical College, and other schools. Many we talked with were
already registered, and eager to talk about vo ng, caucuses, delegates and
super delegates, presiden al candidates, and other issues. We also signed
up many interested in our public forums and handed out booklets of elect‐
ed oﬃcials (TRYs) and informa on on restora on of vo ng rights for those
convicted of a felon.

LWVWA: h p://www.lwvwa.org/
LWVUS: h p://www.lwv.org/

The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy

Shera Mogri registers voter at Tacoma Community College

On April 2 Marlene White and Jackie Wheeler, Voter Educa on Specialists
from the Oﬃce of the Secretary of State (SOS), shared their new outreach
materials and guidance on registering voters. We learned:
 Return registra on forms within 5 days.
 Don't just ask if people need to vote ‐ ask if their address is current.
 Student mock elec ons are May 16‐20. Get more informa on here.

Continued, next page
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Help Register Voters! Cont’d from page 1
 Register, update address, listen to audio voter pamphlets, track your ballot and more at www.myvote.wa.gov
 We can watch ballot processing at Pierce County Elec ons – some are paid to watch!


See a Tacoma News tribune ar cle about the ballot process here



See a King County video here

 The Secretary of State Guide to Registering Voters, Teaching Elec ons booklet and more is here.

Marlene White and Jackie Wheeler,
Voter Education Specialists from the
Office of the Secretary of State (SOS),
shared their new outreach materials
and guidance on registering voters
with the Youth Voter Registration
Committee

If you or other organiza ons would also like this in‐
forma ve and enjoyable training, please contact
Marlene White at marlene.white@sos.wa.gov or
360‐902‐4174.
Want to help us register voters? Our Voter Registra‐
on Box is ready to go, with Secretary of State ma‐
terials, voter registra on forms in mul ple lan‐
guages, an infographic, and more. We have scripts
with ques ons to spark conversa ons about vo ng.
You can be of a lot of help if you know high school
principals, civics teachers or history and government
teachers, or even student leaders in high schools.
Personal contacts like these are very important in
gaining access to classrooms. If you have any con‐
tacts like these, you can help us gain access to more
schools. Please contact us
at lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com or 253‐272‐1495.
Members of the Youth Voter Registra on Com‐
mi ee are: Co‐chairs Marianne Seifert and Ann Wil‐
Diego Quan registers voters at Tacoma Community College
liams, Julio Quan, Shera Mogri, Nancy Pearson, Paula
Eismann, Mary Kohli, Janet Siano, Be y Devereux,
Tamara Saarinen, Bobbie Fletcher, Chris e Perkins, and Susan Eidenschink.
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President’s Message
As we prepare for our final unit mee ngs for this year, I want to give Lyz Kernitz‐Thurlow
a big thank you for her work coordina ng our program planning this year. A special
thanks to the presenters: Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Marianne Seifert and the
unit leaders for organizing the mee ngs.
You did terrific work! Please bring your ideas for next year’s programs to the annual
mee ng. The board will hold a retreat in August to map out our year and we very much
want to hear from you on topics you would like to discuss in our units next year.
I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the annual mee ng on June 11 at First United
Methodist Church at 621 Tacoma Ave S on lower level. We will look back at what we
have accomplished and look forward to 2016‐2017.

Ruth Ann Hatchett

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org
In Memoriam—Susan Chakravarti
Gig Harbor League member Susan Chakravar
died April 10, 2016. A widely‐traveled Gig Har‐
bor hometown girl, Susan was concerned
about her community, the environment, and
interna onal rela ons. She generously pro‐
vided informa on and interes ng speakers on
world aﬀairs at several Gig Harbor unit
mee ngs. We will miss her vivacity and fun.

Welcome to New Members
Sherrie Lindhe
Robert Hill

LWVT-PC Public Forum on Mental Health—May 19
On May 19, 7:00 p.m. , (see addi onal details in the poster on page 6), there will be a public forum to discuss issues
associated with mental health services in Pierce County. The panel promises to be interes ng and informa ve.
They will discuss the League report’s conclusions that there is no coordinated system for delivery of services for
those with serious mental illness and specific ac ons that are recommended.
The LWVT‐PC Board adopted a new posi on on mental health, which is now on the website here.

Greater Lakes Mental Health Fundraiser—May 18
The Lakewood Police Department began a program last year to pair a mental health professional with a LWPD
Oﬃcer. This formally became known as the Behavioral Health Contact Team. Greater Lakes Mental Healthcare is
holding a fund‐raising event for this program on May 18, 6:00—8:30 p.m., at the McGavick Center on the grounds
of Clover Park Technical College. Contact Greater Lakes Mental Healthcare (253‐581‐7020) for more informa on.

May 2016

Page 4

National League - Upcoming Convention
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
The Tacoma‐Pierce County League will join a number of other Leagues in co‐sponsoring a caucus at the Na onal Conven on.
We received the following request from Henrie a Saunders, the President of LWV Lake Michigan Region:
“I am writing because of the good work that LWV Tacoma-Pierce County has done to encourage Leagues across the
country to think harder about climate change and resilience issues at every level. Our 50-member ILO (Inter-League
Organization) covers IL, IN, MI and WI with focus on the area surrounding Lake Michigan. We work primarily on
water issues, but the biggest threat by far to our Great Lakes is Climate Change, so that is a main focus. We have
found that by addressing water concerns at the local level we can often spark productive conversations on climate policy that would be difficult to initiate otherwise.
It is in this vein that the LWV Lake Michigan Region is sponsoring a caucus at Convention entitled: ‘Local Action for
Global Concerns: The Water/Climate Nexus.’ We have booked an internationally known speaker who is the Global
Policy Director for The Nature Conservancy, Lynn Scarlett.
LWV Texas, LWV NY, LWV PA, and the new 60-member Upper Mississippi River Region ILO (which covers IA, IL,
MN, and WI) are all co-sponsoring so far. I thought we would be remiss if we didn't ask you if your League would like
to join us in this…We do feel strongly that this is a national and not a regional issue so we are eager to show that
Leagues across the country care about climate impacts.”
Also, here is an update on the two sugges ons we sent to Na onal:


Global Climate Change. They are focusing on elec on/vo ng issues this year. As well, they thought that studies would be
needed in all areas to add the language we suggested. We are working with the Leagues which supported us in dra ing a
Resolu on to submit to the Conven on.



Equality of Opportunity. Same thing. Again, we are working to dra a statement which we can submit as a resolu on.

A Watershed Year: Presidential Politics, Money
and the American Dream
On May 4 at 7:00 p.m. (dinner at 6:00 p.m.), City Club Tacoma pre‐
sents an exci ng and enlightening presenta on by Pulitzer Prize‐
winning reporter Hedrick Smith. He will draw on his best seller “Who
Stole the American Dream?” to give us a compelling analysis of how
we became two Americas, divided by money and power, and the civic
strategies that will get America back on track and allow the voices of
ordinary voters to be heard.
Smith will focus on the presiden al campaign, not as a “horse race”
but as a stunning watershed in U.S. poli cal history – campaign reform
has suddenly jumped from being a fringe issue popular with civic
groups and alienated grass roots voters to a high profile cause embraced by half a dozen contenders for the White House. An‐
ger and distrust of the American poli cal and economic system are at explosive levels powering the poli cal rebellions of Ber‐
nie Sanders and Donald Trump on opposite flanks of the U.S. poli cal spectrum.
Roughly a century ago, Presidents Teddy Roosevelt and William Ta took on corporate money and Robber Baron donors in po‐
li cal campaigns and got corporate dona ons outlawed for a century. Recent history has reversed their victory, but we can win
that fight again. Hedrick Smith will share powerful and hopeful insights about how we can work together to come through this
watershed moment stronger and fairer as an American na on.
University of Puget Sound
Upper Marshall Hall (Same as Rotunda)
1500 North Warner St.
6:00 PM ‐ 8:00PM
Book signing to follow the talk!
Tickets can be purchased at www.cityclubtacoma.org.
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April was Sustainability Month – But It’s Never Too Late!
On Tuesday, April 26, the Pierce County Council passed a resolu on adop ng the Pierce County Sustainability 2020
plan. That plan incorporates a number of goals and strategies for enhancing the county’s sustainability in the face of
impacts from climate change.
At the end of the month, the Sustainability Newsle er for April included a number of good ar cles that address many
of the sustainability factors in Pierce County. Here are links to those ar cles. If you would like to be added to the
mailing list for future sustainability newsle ers, go here. Here’s the suggested reading:
 Several Pierce County projects in $50 billion Sound Transit plan
 Think Sea le apartment rents are rising fast? Check out what’s going on in Tacoma
 JBLM Compost Restoring South Sound Prairies and Aiding Endangered Species
 What Weighs 27,000 Pounds and is Cleaner than a Prius?
 Ocean salmon fishing closure mulled for this summer
 Trees Deal With Climate Change Be er Than Expected
 Save money and cut your carbon footprint by a third or be er by making your next car an electric vehi‐

cle.
 There are now 1,254 EV’s in Pierce County
 The car century was a mistake. It’s me to move on
 There Is No Such Thing as a Green Product
 The An ‐Packaging Movement
 Pierce County students smoke out what’s behind indoor air pollu on
 What we’re doing to the Earth has no parallel in 66 million years, scien sts say
 Environmental Factors Like Pollu on Cause a Quarter of Deaths, W.H.O. Says

Voter Confusion—Resources Available
You’re already aware of VOTE411.org.
However, it doesn’t clarify the ques ons many voters have here
in Washington State.
Although both par es’ caucuses have already happened now, there is s ll confusion among voters about the rela‐
onship of those to the presiden al primary. In response to that, LWVWA has produced some have new infor‐
ma on online . Please use this and pass the informa on around within your communi es. Take a look here.
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
May 2016, on the 1st Saturday
Pierce County Library Summit, 5107
112th St E, Tacoma WA (not the
usual loca on below)
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf,
eazul@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253‐
265‐0841
For more information, see
www.tacomapiercelwv.org or call
253-272-1495

This Month: This Month: May – Unit Choice on
Topic
For the May Unit mee ngs, each Unit chose a topic to discuss.
The Tacoma Unit chose to find out more about the proposed
changes to the Pierce County Charter. The Southwest Pierce Unit
chose to invite elected oﬃcials from University Place, Lakewood,
and Steilacoom to speak and answer ques ons on local issues.
The East Pierce Unit changed the mee ng date from May 14 to
Saturday, May 7, this month. (Several members who a end the
East Pierce Unit mee ng have other commitments on May 14.)
The East Pierce Unit invited Cynthia Stewart, LWVWA Lobby Team
member, to talk about the 2016 Legisla ve Session. The Gig Har‐
bor/Key Peninsula Unit will be led in a discussion/post mortem of
the 2016 Washington State Legisla ve session by Cynthia Stewart,
a er which the group will study how urban areas in the Puget
Sound area a empt to retain valuable tree canopy while raising
popula on density, as mandated by the Growth Management Act.

Next Month: Next Month: June – Annual Meeting – June 11
Unit mee ngs will be replaced by the Annual Mee ng at First
United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (first floor accessed from
the alley), 621 Tacoma Ave S, Tacoma. The mee ng will begin
with refreshments at 9:30 a.m. Julie Anderson, Pierce County Au‐
ditor, will speak to us about vo ng at 12:00 p.m. Members are
encouraged to bring potluck items for lunch and to help with Unit
baskets to raﬄe at the end of the Annual Mee ng.

Last Month: April – Climate Change
Although climate change is a global issue, the LWVWA Climate
Change Commi ee wants help from local League members in
iden fying local impacts we are most concerned about! During
our April unit mee ngs, Marianne Seifert facilitated conversa ons
about:


Which impacts are you most concerned about: human health,
community infrastructure (including housing and transporta‐
on), water quality and quan ty, agriculture, energy genera‐
on and distribu on, tourism and recrea on, coastal commu‐
ni es and ecosystems, cultural problems, or other impacts?



What are some opportuni es for our communi es to reduce
these impacts and provide solu ons? What are some co‐
benefits from these solu ons?
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LWVT-PC Calendar February—May 2016

April 29—May 1
See poster for mes

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow Fabric Art
Show & Sale

May 14
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: Legisla ve Update;
Tree Reten on

621 Tacoma Ave. S., Ste. 202
Tacoma

May 4
6:00 pm

Hedrick Smith
City Club of Tacoma
UPS Rotunda
See h p://www.cityclubtacoma.org/
for more informa on

(note change of
date and loca on)
May 7
10:00 am—Noon

May 11
9:00 am‐3:00 pm

May 12
1:00—3:00 pm

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: 2016 Legisla ve
Session Update

May 18
6:00—8:30 pm

Greater Lakes Mental Healthcare
Fundraiser
McGavick Center, Clover Park Tech‐
nical College
Lakewood

May 19
7:00—9:00 pm

Mental Health Forum

May 24
10:00 am—Noon

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng,

June 3‐5

LWVWA 2016 Council

First United Methodist Church
621 Tacoma Ave. S.
Tacoma

Pierce County Library Summit, 5107
112th St E, Tacoma WA

Project Homeless Connect
Puyallup Fair Grounds
Help register voters
Contact Susan Eidenschink, susanei‐
den@harbornet.com, for loca on

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: Pierce County Char‐
ter Review
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma

May 13
10:00 am—Noon

Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Unit Choice: Government oﬃ‐
cials from University Place, Lake‐
wood and Steilacoom speaking on

621 Tacoma Ave. S., Ste. 202
Tacoma

Vancouver WA

June 11
9:30 am—1:30 pm

LWVT‐PC Annual Mee ng

June 20

Deadline for Summer Voter

local issues
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom

First United Methodist Church Fellow‐
ship Hall
621 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐
of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐
County/312747775413

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the
following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Publicity:

Cynthia Stewart
Susan Eidenschink
Julie Oﬀner

Lucinda Wingard

Photos:
Julio Quan

May 2016

Page 9
LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Secretary

Paula Eismann

253‐863‐8845, peismann60@comcast.net

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Sharon Peace‐Doane

253‐265‐0841; hrdoanes@comcast.net

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Ann Williams

253‐759‐3355; willar12000@yahoo.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any citizen of voting age, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50. If you are not a citizen and/or 18 years of age, you may become an Associate Member for $37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-2301

