January 5, 2021
The Honorable Derek Young, Chair
and Members, Pierce County Council
930 Tacoma Avenue South, Room 1046
Tacoma, WA 98402
Dear Pierce County Councilmembers:
Today you are hearing a proposal and presentation of a petition to support enacting the 1/10 of one
percent local option sales tax that can help fund affordable housing and related services. This tax, if
enacted countywide, would generate approximately $18 to $20 million annually. The League of Women
Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County supports this proposal and urges you to implement it as soon as
possible. While we recognize that you, a brand new Council, are just getting started and are going to be
confronted with larger challenges than ever before, we also believe that addressing the homelessness
crisis is urgent and should not wait.
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization whose mission is to encourage the informed
and active participation of citizens in government. We only take positions on which we have done
extensive study and reached a position based on the study and consensus of our membership. The
relevant studies and positions supporting our request to you are these:
• Pierce County Mental Health Study, February 2016.
• Pierce County Budget, November 2016
• Shelter Study, January 2020
From these studies we have taken a position that supports adoption of this particular housing tax.
This tax is dedicated to assisting those at the lowest income levels, 60 percent of area median income
and below. We suggest that Pierce County focus specifically on the construction of affordable housing
and the sustained support services delivery needed by many of the chronically homeless. There are
currently no other options that address this population systematically. These are the people least likely
to ever be served by the regular housing market and most likely to burden our public health, public
safety, and social services safety net programs. We do not think that any housing provided under the
Council’s recently approved behavioral health tax will be sufficient to meet the need.
We ask that you act swiftly and decisively to take a leadership role for the county in adopting this tax
and direct the Executive to work with the Coalition to End Homelessness and others to apply it

Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

LWVTPC wishes to acknowledge that we gather on the ancestral lands of the Coast Salish peoples, surrounded by their
traditional waters, in the shadow of Mount Tahoma. We actively seek inclusive and respectful partnerships that honor
Indigenous cultures, histories, identities, and current realities.

621 Tacoma Ave. S., #202 ● Tacoma, WA 98402
www.tacomapiercelwv.org

