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June 14, 2021

Regional Planning and Transportation
League of Women Voters Virtual Forum



Topics covered in today’s presentation:
• Puget Sound Regional Council and regional planning

• Regional Transportation Plan

• What we’re hearing and how to get involved
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•4.3 million people

•2.3 million jobs

•4 counties

•82 cities and towns

•Urban and rural

•6400 square miles

•1000 square miles urbanized

Central Puget Sound Region
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Puget Sound Regional Council
What we do
• Planning: growth, economy, transportation

• Federal transportation funds

($260 million/year)

• Regional data and forecasts

• Forum for regional issues

Our members
• Cities, Counties, Ports, Transit

• State Agencies and Tribal Governments

Councilmember Claudia Balducci
King County - President

Mayor Becky Erickson
City of Poulsbo- Vice President
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Planning in Washington State
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Adopted in 1990; requires 
fast-growing cities and 
counties to develop a 
comprehensive plan to 
manage their population 
growth

PSRC as the 
regional planning 

organization

Counties and cities 
work together to set 

population & 
employment growth 
targets and policies 

to guide growth

Local jurisdictions 
prepare plans that 
must be consistent 
with multicounty & 
countywide policies

PSRC certifies
countywide planning 
policies and local 
Comprehensive Plans
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Integrated plan for sustainable 
development
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Multimodal Highway Improvements – Connecting Washington7



Light Rail and Transit Expansion – ST2 & ST3; Local transit long range plans 8



Tech Boom – Centers Development9



Integrated Transit Network
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• Region projected to grow by 
about 1.6 million people by 2050

• Region projected to add about 
1.1 million jobs by 2050

2050 Growth Forecast

Source: PSRC, 2018 Regional Macroeconomic Forecast
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In smaller households

In 2050 there will be 2.36 
people per household on 
average, down from 2.50 
today. 

Who will be living here?
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More diverse

Between 2000 and 2016, 
81% of the region’s 
population growth was 
people of color. 

Older

18% of the region’s 
population will be over 
the age of 65 by 2050, 
up from 14% today.  

In 2050, the region’s residents will be:



Increase housing choices and affordability

Provide opportunities for all

Sustain a strong economy

Significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Keep the region moving

Restore the health of Puget Sound

Protect a network of open space

Growth in centers and near transit

Act collaboratively and support local efforts

works to…
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• New regional geography :                         
High-Capacity Transit Communities

• Higher growth allocations in the most 
urbanized areas

• Lower growth allocations in urban 
unincorporated and rural compared with 
long-term trends

• Better jobs-housing balance by shifting 
employment allocation from King County
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Regional Growth Strategy



Implementation
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PSRC is not making recommendations on expansion of 
current airports or siting of new facilities

Regional Aviation Baseline Study

Study Objectives

• Identify the roles of each airport and the aviation activities 
within the region based on existing planning efforts

• Provide a regional perspective on how aviation activities at 
airports in the region interact with each other, the community 
and the broader economy

• Obtain input from stakeholders about their needs and build a 
common understanding about aviation and airspace 
constraints

• Identify future aviation needs within the central Puget Sound 
Region and set the stage for future planning 
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Trends, Forecast, and System Requirements by Sector

Forecast represents regional demand for air service in 2050 
if unconstrained by airport or airspace capacity

Commercial
Scheduled passenger service

Air Cargo 
Freight and mail carried in the 

lower hold of passenger aircraft 
and on dedicated freighters

General Aviation
Business, flight instruction, 
medical, emergency, law 

enforcement, 
recreation, and tourism
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Commercial Aviation

Based on the 
forecasted demand, 
there will be a gap of 
27 million unmet 
enplanements per year 
by 2050
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Four airports met the 
minimum standards to 
accommodate some 
additional activity:  

• Arlington Municipal 

• Bremerton National 

• Paine Field

• Tacoma Narrows 

PSRC is not recommending new or expanded 
commercial air service at any of these 
airports.  The decision to accommodate 
commercial air service rests solely with the 
airport sponsor.

Evaluating the Region’s Airports
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Community Input

Most people who 
participated said the region 
should prioritize meeting the 
demand for aviation and also
expressed significant concern 
about noise and 
environmental impacts.
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The study forecasts that demand for commercial aviation service will 
double by 2050, and the region will fall short of on-airport warehouse 
space for air cargo by 2027.

• Final Report: PSRC released the final report and executive summary 
in May 2021; it is our intent that this study will provide a foundation for 
regional decision makers.

• Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission: The CACC is tasked 
with developing recommendations to meet Washington state critical 
aviation system capacity needs.

• Additional studies: Many entities are studying aviation issues; these 
studies may help inform next steps in the region. 
Visit www.psrc.org/aviation-baseline-study for more information.

Next Steps
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http://www.psrc.org/aviation-baseline-study


Regional Transportation Plan
• Current RTP adopted in 2018

• Responds to state and federal requirements

• Develops a new Integrated Regional Transit Network

• Addresses key issues: 

• Environment

• Innovation & technology

• Finance

• Performance measurement

• $197 billion plan
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Regional Transportation Plan, 2022-2050
• Builds from VISION 2050 

• Objectives:

• Make progress on existing challenges, address current and future needs 
of the transportation system

• Provide better data and analysis to support local investment planning (2024 
comprehensive plans)

• Plan for long-term system investments to accommodate future growth

• Improve existing system, big picture thinking on future investments (aviation, 
rail, ferries)
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Core Foundations
Vision 2050 Transportation Goal
The region has a sustainable, equitable, affordable, safe and efficient multimodal 

transportation system, with specific emphasis on an integrated regional transit network 

that supports the Regional Growth Strategy and promotes vitality of the economy, 

environment and health.

Regional Transportation Plan Core Elements
* Financial strategy * Climate
* Equity * Regional performance measures
* Integrated transit system * Technology / shared mobility

- Network refinements * Safety
- Access improvements
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Key Policy Focus Areas
Building from VISION 2050, board identified key policy areas:

• Access to transit

• Forward thinking/future investments

• Local agency needs

• Safety

• Equity

• Climate
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Key Planning Work – System Needs and Opportunities
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https://www.psrc.org/our-
work/regional-
planning/regional-
transportation-plan/rtp-data-
research

https://www.psrc.org/our-work/regional-planning/regional-transportation-plan/rtp-data-research


Key Planning Work – Visioning Future System Needs

➢ Intercity rail

➢ High speed rail
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➢ New or expanded high-capacity transit

➢ Passenger only ferry study

➢ Aviation needs

• Assessment of needs and opportunities

• Groundwork for future, more detailed investment planning



Financial Strategy
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Current Law Revenue

New Revenue 
Sources

Maintenance, 
Preservation & 

Operation Needs

System Improvements
- Includes programmatic and regional 

capacity investments

▪ Building blocks of 
the plan, by:

▪ Cities

▪ Counties

▪ Transit

▪ State



Schedule
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Outreach Methods

Survey Online Engagement 
Platform

Virtual Outreach 
Meetings

Focus Groups

Working with 
partners

Social Media Traditional Outreach 
Methods30



Survey purpose

Explore attitudes about and use of the existing regional 
transportation system. 

Outline transportation desires, needs, and priorities of the 
general public.

Provide regional decision makers with input from a broad 
cross-section of the public.
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Representative survey

Survey fielded March 9 to April 4, 
2021

1,921 people completed the survey

242 responses in languages other 
than English (Spanish, simplified 
Chinese, traditional Chinese, 
Vietnamese)
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*Random dot placement based on zip code of respondents 



Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways (50-72%), and reliable, well-
connected transit service for local neighborhoods (40-54%) are top priorities 
across the region

Top priorities for a complete and reliable transportation system: 
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Lowest
rated 

1. Traffic flow/travel time
2. Conditions of roads, 

highways, and bridges
3. Lighting for sidewalks 

and roads

1. Traffic flow/travel 
time

2. Bike lanes
3. Lighting for 

sidewalks and roads

1. Traffic flow/travel 
time

2. Sidewalks
3. Lighting for 

sidewalks and 
roads

1. Sidewalks
2. Lighting for sidewalks 

and roads
3. Bike lanes

King Pierce Snohomish Kitsap
Highest
rated

1. Transit service
2. Infrastructure for people with disabilities
3. Access to airport

1. Transit service
2. Conditions of roads, 

highways, and bridges
3. Traffic flow/travel time

Transit service is the highest-rated infrastructure across the region among 
those who responded

Road and infrastructure quality near where people live:

About 18-37% of respondents do not know how to rate the quality of transit service in the area where they live.
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Easier access (32-47%) and shorter trip times (29-46%) are most likely to 
motivate participants to use public transit across the region.

Motivators to use public transit after the pandemic: 

King Pierce Snohomish Kitsap

1. Shorter trip time 

(46%).

2. Easier to access 

(46%).

3. On-time arrivals and 

departure (30%).

1. Easier to access 

(32%).

2. Shorter trip time 

(29%). 

1. Easier to access 

(47%).

2. Shorter trip time 

(37%).

1. Extended service 

(39%).

2. Easier to access 

(35%).

3. Shorter trip time 

(30%).
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Online survey
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Online survey available now –
please take & share! 
https://engage.psrc.org/regional-transportation-

plan

Includes additional questions on 
specialized transportation services

https://engage.psrc.org/regional-transportation-plan


Outreach for Coordinated Mobility Plan
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Online Engagement
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x
• x
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Thank you.

Kelly McGourty
Director of Transportation Planning
kmcgourty@psrc.org
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Ben Bakkenta
Director of Regional Planning
bbakkenta@psrc.org

Maggie Moore
Associate Planner
mmoore@psrc.org


