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SPEAKERS
SEPTEMBER 15 – INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
CHARLOTTE BASCH, HISTORIC EDUCATION COORDINATOR, PUYALLUP TRIBE OF
INDIANS
Charlotte Basch is a Puyallup Tribal member, with family ties to the ClatsopNehalem Tribes. She is the Historic Education Coordinator for the Puyallup
Tribe’s Historic Preservation Department, where she works with schools,
cultural institutions, and local jurisdictions to share tribal history, and create
reciprocal, impactful partnerships. Charlotte is also a certificated Level I
Lushootseed Language Instructor and finds joy in learning herself and
educating others on the intersections of language, history, and culture in
her Indigenous communities.

AMBER STERUD HAYWARD, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, PUYALLUP TRIBAL LANGUAGE
PROGRAM
Amber Sterud Hayward was born on the Puyallup Reservation where both
of her parents were born and raised. She is enrolled in the tribe of her
father, the Puyallup Tribe, and her mother is enrolled in the Confederated
Salish & Kootenai Tribe. Amber and the majority of her family unit reside on
the east side of Tacoma on the ancestral lands of the Puyallup people,
where she raises her two sons and daughter.
She has worked for the Puyallup Tribe of Indians since 2002 in several areas,
including Accounting , Historic Preservation, and Language Departments.
Following eight years of work with Tribal Historian and influential elder, Judy Wright, Amber
transferred to the Language Program in 2012 as a Language Instructor while she worked on her
Bachelor’s Degree in Native American Studies at the Evergreen State College.
Amber currently serves as Language Program Director, and has collaborated with Consultant,
Zalmai Zahir to revitalize Lushootseed in the Puyallup community. With the goal of using
Lushootseed daily, Amber models Lushootseed throughout the community, and creates
materials and language videos to enhance the efforts. She consistently works on speaking
Lushootseed in her home with her children, and incorporates her mother’s ancestral language,
Salish, into the lives of her children and extended family.

3

SEPTEMBER 29 – AFRICAN-AMERICANS
LYNESE CAMMACK, PRESIDENT, TACOMA-AREA NAACP YOUTH COUNCIL
Lynese Cammack is a recent graduate from Harrison Preparatory School and just
started her second year at the University of Washington Tacoma campus,
majoring in the school Politics Philosophy and Economics. Lynese serves her
community as president of the Tacoma-Area NAACP Youth Council, Washington
State Department of Health COVID 19 Collaborative member, a board member
for Community Health Care, a member of the Vibrant Schools steering
committee, and as a new intern at the organization Eight Twenty Eight. In all of
these spaces Lynese continues to be a pertinent voice for youth and BIPOC,
being a proud part of those communities.

COREY ORVOLD, MANAGING BROKER /REALTOR, COLDWELL BANKER DANFORTH
Corey Orvold (she/her) is an award-winning Realtor and Managing Broker with
Coldwell Banker. Ms. Orvold teaches monthly homebuyer classes at the Tacoma
Urban League, educating community members about the purchase of their
homes. An avid volunteer, she shares her time with the Junior League, the
Tacoma Urban League and Rebuilding Together South Sound. Her service within
the community has led to her receiving the President’s Volunteer Service Award
multiple times.
Born and raised in Seattle, Ms. Orvold is a proud Washington State University
graduate, with a Bachelor’s degree in Communications. Prior to real estate, she was a general
news reporter, the spokesperson for the Seattle Fire Department and on-air talent at various
radio stations.

ERIC PETTIGREW, DIRECTOR OF SUITE SERVICES AND COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR,
NHL SEATTLE
Former Washington State Representative Eric Pettigrew began in the
legislature in 2002 and was elected House Democratic Caucus Chair in 2010,
then the highest-ranking African-American in the legislature. He retired from
the legislature in 2021.
Eric served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Public Safety to former Seattle Mayor
Norm Rice. He also worked as a recruiter to increase diversity in the UW School
of Social Work. He has also served as the Director of the Minority Youth Health
Project, which worked to reduce teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted
disease rates in Seattle.
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Raised by a single-mother in South Central Los Angeles, Eric attended Nogales High School
where he was a stand-out member of the football team. Following his high school graduation,
Eric studied sociology and counseling psychology at Oregon State University on a football
scholarship. After graduation from OSU in 1985, Eric moved to Seattle to study social work at
the University of Washington. He received his master’s degree two years later. Aside from his
professional responsibilities, Eric has been heavily involved in community service for many
years.

OCTOBER 6 – ASIAN & PACIFIC ISLANDERS
SUZANNE PAK, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY & BEHAVIORAL HEALTH, KOREAN
WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION (KWA)
As the Director of Community & Behavioral Health for Korean Women's
Association (KWA), Suzanne Pak provides culturally responsive education
and care coordination programs that serve BIPOC families, including parents
of young children (CRISP), young adults (Pierce County Workforce Central
and Teens for Destiny), and those with chronic health conditions (Pathways
and Health Homes).
Suzanne serves as the co-chair of Pierce County Opioid Task Force's prevention and education
committee and on the steering committee of Tacoma Pierce County Health Department's
Potentially Preventable Hospitalization initiative.

LUA PRITCHARD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ASIA PACIFIC CULTURAL CENTER
Faaluaina (Lua) Pritchard’s distinguished bio is too lengthy to cite in detail
here. In short, she is currently the Executive Director of the Asia Pacific
Cultural Center (APCC), where she has served since 2010 after retiring from
the Korean Women’s Association as the Executive Director in 2009.
Lua has served on 23 different boards and commissions, including nine
currently, and almost all for 10 or more years. Lua has received 19 special
awards for distinguished service and leadership from a wide range of
organizations.
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OCTOBER 20 – LATINX/HISPANIC
PATRICIA FLORES, ADVOCACY COORDINATOR AT WASHINGTON COALITION OF
SEXUAL ASSAULT PROGRAMS
Patricia is from Toppenish (Yakima County), the Yakama Reservation
and is currently living on the land of the Puyallup in Tacoma. Patricia
is a descendent through her maternal grandmother of the
Tarahumara/Raramuri tribe of Mexico. Patricia’s most important role
is that of mother to three adult children and grandmother to 11
grandchildren. Born to an Immigrant/farm worker father and Migrant
farm worker mother, Patricia’s first experience with overt racism was
at about six years old in Toppenish, going into the local grocery store
with her family.
Patricia is currently the Advocacy Coordinator at Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault
Programs in Olympia & a National Bilingual Facilitator/Trainer. Patricia is also a Certified
Facilitative Mediator (Yakima, WA); Advanced Certification (China) in QiGong Image Healing &
Meditation; Racial Justice Facilitator Certification (Tacoma, WA); Tao Hands Practitioner
Certification (Portland, OR).
SARA IRISH, EDUCATOR & ADVOCATE
Sara was born and raised in Mexico City and grew up in Cuernavaca.
She holds a Kindergarten Teaching Certification from the
Universidad Autonoma del Estado de Morelos, and taught Spanish
in the University Place School District.
She has a wealth of training in early childhood development and
education, and her passion is to provide support and teach parents
to better understand the educational system so that they can
become more involved in their child's education. She cares deeply about making our community
a better place, and empowering those who have a stake in our schools and Healthcare System.
She also advocates for equality and inclusion for those who doesn’t have a voice and make sure
the information prevention and education are available for those who English is not their first
language.
Sara has worked in Pierce County as a Family Support Worker for the Protection Partnership for
Children working under a variety of local agencies. She most recently spent five years as a Family
Support Specialist at Multicultural Child and Family Hope Center, advocating for parents and
teaching them leadership skills as they learn how to navigate our Tacoma Public School System.
She also facilitates a bilingual support group for Latina women at Catherine Place, where she is
an energetic educator, advocate, and trainer for immigrant women.
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Sara contributes as a member and Board member in a variety of community organizations too
numerous to list here.

GLORIA RODRIGUEZ, VACCINE PROJECT MANAGER FOR LATINX UNIDOS OF THE
SOUTH SOUND
Gloria is the oldest of three of a first-generation family; her parents are
originally from Jalisco, Mexico. Gloria has lived in Pierce and King
County for over 20 years. Gloria is currently the vaccine project
manager for Latinx Unidos of the South Sound; she is passionate about
emergency management, increasing equitable access for vulnerable
populations.

MANNY SANTIAGO, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WASHINGTON STATE LGBTQ
COMMISSION
Manny Santiago (he/they) is the inaugural Executive Director of the
Washington State LGBTQ Commission, having been appointed by
Governor Jay Inslee in August 2019. Originally from Castañer, Puerto
Rico, Manny is a graduate of the University of Puerto Rico in Mayagüez,
where he obtained a BA in Sociology. He also has a Masters in Divinity
(M.Div.) degree from Andover Newton Theological School in
Massachusetts, and post-graduate studies in Public Administration with
a focus on public policy from the Pontifical Catholic University of
Puerto Rico.
Manny serves on various committees and workgroups related to religion, Latinidad, sexual
identity, immigrants’ rights, and their intersection both at the local and international level. He
has worked extensively on these issues throughout Latin America, Canada, and the USA. His
writings have been featured in several books, professional journals, and online publications.
Coming from the lands of the Taíno people, and with Moor roots, he currently resides in the
ancient lands of the Puyallup peoples in the city of Tacoma, with his husband Ferneli, a member
of the Mayan Yucatec people of Southern México. Manny loves to cook, travel, hike, and read
books by Latina women writers.
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NOVEMBER 3 – NEW IMMIGRANTS
DARA ISABELLA B. BARDELAS, CASE MANAGER AND SUPPORT GROUP FACILITATOR,
KOREAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
Dara Bardelas is a Filipino immigrant working at Korean Women’s
Association as Rapid Re-Housing Case Manager and Domestic
Violence Support Group Facilitator. A teacher turned social worker,
egalitarianism, passion and compassion for education and human
services led her to her current position. She feels fortunate to be part
of shaping, supporting, empowering children, women and families
lives and being able to assist them in navigating through vulnerable
times.
Dara’s educational background includes college years in De La Salle University – Dasmariñas,
Philippines, learning Elementary Education, majoring in Special Education. She finished her
Bachelors of Applied Science in Teaching and Early Learning at Highline College, Des Moines,
WA.

MARCOS ANTONIO ORELLANA PINEDA, STUDENT
Marcos Orellana is Honduran. He fled Honduras because of violence.
He eventually reached the US as an unaccompanied minor, asking for
asylum. He spent over two years in detention in Tacoma. He is now a
student.

SANDRA SYCH, HOUSING COORDINATOR, PIERCE COUNTY AIDS FOUNDATION
Sandra Sych was born and raised in Poland. She moved to the United
States in 2016. She graduated from University of Warsaw with a
master’s degree in Cultural Studies in the field of Arabic and Islamic
culture. She has taken part in a humanitarian aid program for Syrian
refugees in Lebanon. She volunteered as a human rights observer in
Palestine and Israel. She took part in a program in the PsychoNeurological Institution in Russia. Those experiences have made a huge
impact on her understanding of global problems such as poverty,
violent conflicts, non-respect of human rights and mental illness.
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In the United States, Sandra worked in organizations that focus on mental health. As a homeless
outreach worker and a case manager she was serving individuals experiencing homelessness,
chronic illnesses and mental health problems. Sandra currently works at PCAF as a Housing
Coordinator. She serves as a Vice Chair on the City of Tacoma Commission on Immigrant and
Refugees Affairs.

NOVEMBER 17 – HOPE (THE SCIENCE OF HOPE AND ITS APPLICATION)
WALLY ENDICOTT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE KIDS AT HOPE
NORTHWEST RESOURCE AND TRAINING CENTER (KAH)
As Executive Director of the Kids at Hope Northwest Resource and Training
Center (KAH), Wally Endicott has trained and empowered nearly 12,000
youth development workers over the last 10 years. These practicing
“Treasure Hunters” include but are not limited to teachers, bus drivers,
principals, food service workers, high school students, school district
superintendents and other administrators, early learning professionals, tutors, school
counselors, parents, custodians, parks and recreation employees, and juvenile justice workers of
all races, creeds and cultures.
Partnering organizations include the Association of Washington School Principals; Washington
Education Association; NAACP Tacoma Branch; The Black Education Strategy Roundtable;
Multnomah County Juvenile Justice Department; Red Cloud Indian School (Oglala Lakota), Doors
of Hope (Uganda, Africa), Pioneer Human Services; Boys & Girls Clubs of South Puget Sound; and
30+ school districts throughout the states of Washington & Oregon. Over 100,000 young people
are benefitting by interacting on a regular basis with one of these KAH practitioners.

JONATHAN JOHNSON, PRESIDENT, TACOMA AREA NAACP
Jonathan hales from Albuquerque New Mexico. He is a graduate of
Arizona State University, where he was commissioned with the US Army
Corps of Engineers and served until retirement. In his first military
assignment he learned valuable lessons about how a biased culture
erodes good order and discipline.
Having command and staff experience provided Jonathan a more robust
perspective of equity as it relates to direct and indirect leadership and
how it relates to organizational culture. He began to tap his personal and professional skills
midway in his military career, volunteering in the communities where he served. Upon
retirement he studied Computer Science at Pacific Lutheran University Graduate School and
served his second career at PLU providing Software Support, which provided a unique lens for
engaging with people with various and unique skill sets and experiences.
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In 2009 Jonathan joined the Tacoma Branch NAACP and served in a variety of roles, including
Education Committee Chair. Believing that solving problems demands a coordinated ecosystem
approach, he continues to serve with various community organizations in Tacoma and Pierce
County, such as the Black Collective Education Committee, Black Education Strategies
Roundtable, Vibrant Schools Tacoma Coalition Steering Committee, and as a member of the
Northwest Advisory Board of Kids at Hope. In November 2020, Jonathan was elected President
of the Tacoma Branch NAACP.

MODERATORS
KIMI IRENE GINN, PRESIDENT, VIBRANT SCHOOLS
Kimi Irene Ginn is a long-time resident of the Puget Sound; she grew
up in Tacoma and now resides in Seattle. Her passion for promoting
the value of diversity was launched at age 7 when she first experienced
racial discrimination. She chose the field of education to help
empower people to understand the value of diversity. IMIK
Enterprises, her small business consulting company, offers high quality
engaging and empowering DEI Services (workshops, affinity group
facilitations, keynote speeches), African American Storytelling
Programs and Martin Luther Commemorative Assemblies. She is
excited to serve as the main moderator for the History to Hope Racism
Forum Series.

LYDIA ZEPEDA, PROFESSOR, ACTIVIST VOLUNTEER AND AUTHOR
Lydia Zepeda is professor emerita of the University of WisconsinMadison and Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science. She recently published Bad Choices in Our Food System. She
is on the Board and serves as Secretary of the League of Women
Voters Tacoma-Pierce County; a Commissioner for the City of Tacoma
Commission on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs and Chair of its
Community Safety Committee; on the Board and serves as Secretary of
the Grit City Coop; on the Board and Treasurer of Wisconsin University
Union; on the Advisory Board of Slow Food University of Wisconsin;
and volunteers for Tacoma Community House as a legal advocate.
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