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The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy

by Susan Eidenschink

Unit mee ngs this month feature the topic of Aﬀordable Housing and
Homelessness. In addi on, Trace McKellips, from Carbon WA, will give
a short explana on of the carbon tax ini a ve.
Connie Brown, from the Tacoma‐Pierce County Aﬀordable Housing
Consor um, will describe the status of aﬀordable housing in Tacoma
and Pierce County. She will provide informa on published by the
Washington Department of Commerce, including a Washington State
Housing Needs Assessment. This Assessment is a comprehensive re‐
view and forecast of aﬀordable housing in Washington state. See the
study at www.commerce.wa.gov/housingneeds. This is the first eﬀort
in over 10 years to collect and analyze federal, state, and housing au‐
thority data on aﬀordable housing statewide. This study shows that
Pierce County has the largest gap of any county in our state between
extremely and very low income households and rental units aﬀordable
to them.
Connie will also provide informa on on a study completed by the Na‐
onal Low Income Housing Coali on en tled Out of Reach 2015 –
Washington, h p://nlihc.org/oor/washington. This study gives data
showing income required to rent housing in Washington State coun es,
allowing comparison of Pierce County to the needs of other coun es in
Washington State.
The Tacoma‐Pierce County Aﬀordable Housing Consor um is exploring
a Pierce County property tax levy for a local Housing Trust Fund to lev‐
erage development of aﬀordable housing throughout the county. Con‐
nie will also provide informa on about this proposed property tax levy
and ask for our sugges ons and ideas. For more informa on, see the
Aﬀordable
Housing
Consor um
web
site,
h p://
www.aﬀordablehousingconsor um.org/.
At the Tacoma Unit mee ng, Neal Rogers and Bud Nye will give a
presenta on on Tent City Tacoma. Neal and Bud have worked to estab‐
lish Tent City Tacoma for many years. The City of Tacoma has a tent
city ordinance that requires the site to move every three months, which
means four diﬀerent sites are necessary to insure a full year of service.
So far, only one loca on, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, has indicated an
openness to poten ally host a tent city in Tacoma.
At the Lakewood and Neighbors Unit mee ng, Jill Severn will speak
about Thurston County’s Quixote Village, a village of 30 ny co ages

Continued, next page
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President’s Report
The Board of Directors met for a day‐long retreat on Wednesday, August 19th, to begin
planning for the 2015‐2016 year. There are many opportuni es for the League to pro‐
vide voter service through registering voters, hos ng both ballot and candidate forums
in the county, and providing valuable informa on to our community. Lyz Kurnitz Thur‐
low and Ann Williams have already begun work in our community and are looking for
members interested in assis ng in our voter service ac vi es.

Ruth Ann Hatchett

We celebrated our increased membership while acknowledging the need to con nue to
grow and increase the diversity of our membership. We also celebrated our increase in
fundraising this year. At the same me, we are aware of the need to raise more funds
to sustain our work. Please let a Board member know if you have contacts in the com‐
munity or ideas on ways to increase our fundraising.

In this issue of The Voter, you will find program topics for unit mee ngs. We need in‐
put from everyone in our discussions. Please consider working on one of the topics and by par cipa ng in our dis‐
cussions at unit mee ngs.
We are all looking forward to another great year. And we look forward to seeing you as we make a diﬀerence in
our communi es .

Affordable Housing in Pierce County,
cont’d from page 1

established in December 2013, a large vegetable gar‐
den, and a community building that contains showers,
laundry facili es, and communal kitchen, living and
dining space. Camp Quixote grew from a vision of a
self‐governing tent camp for homeless adults in Olym‐
pia, WA, which is supported by Panza, a non‐profit or‐
ganiza on that grew out of many faith communi es
that hosted and sustained Camp Quixote during the
past six years.
At the East Pierce Unit mee ng, Jill Snider, Open
Hearth Ministries, will speak about the need to address
the needs of homeless people in the Puyallup area and

the history of Open Hearth Ministries and the Puyallup
Homeless Coali on in working to provide resources for
those in need of shelter, food, and clothing. Fund rais‐
ing is an important part of sustaining this work, and
this will be discussed, too.
At the Gig Harbor Unit mee ng, Tim Ransom will speak
about Thurston County’s Camp Quixote, a village of 30
ny co ages established in December 2013, a large
vegetable garden, and a community building that con‐
tains showers, laundry facili es, and communal kitch‐
en, living and dining space.

Also see related article on page 6.

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.

Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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Response to Direction to the Board
By Julie Offner
Part of each annual mee ng is Direc on to the Board.
That is when members may speak about what they
would like to have the Board do or consider in the year
ahead. This ar cle describes the Board’s ac ons in re‐
sponse to this year’s annual mee ng Direc on to the
Board.
One member suggested redesigning the web site. Cyn‐
thia Stewart volunteered to work on this. She present‐
ed a concept of a new design using the Na onal
League’s Easy Web so ware which has pre‐built pages
of the kind typically found on League websites (such as
elec ons and voter educa on) but allows for crea on
of pages on other subjects. The mock‐up of the rede‐
signed website was well received by the Board. The
Board asked Cynthia to proceed, and a new web site
will come out in several weeks.
Another member recommended saving the addi onal
monies collected when the dues increase goes into
eﬀect. A er discussing this sugges on, the Board re‐
sponded that the dues increase is needed to sustain
current opera ons of LWVT‐PC. The Board is mindful of
the need to carefully manage expenses and is con nu‐
ally looking for ways to save money. Replacing the ex‐
pensive leased oﬃce copy machine with a printer‐
copier is an example of recent savings.
The building in which the oﬃce is located is for sale by
the landlord, WM Riley. It was recommended that we
reach out to our landlord about where he would move
us in his other holdings should the building sell. Ruth

Ann Hatche agreed to take on this ac on. It was not‐
ed that WM Riley has been a very good landlord.
Another idea suggested was to distribute LWV yard
signs with the inscrip on, “VOTE”. The Board agreed
that this is an excellent idea and will pursue doing this
at elec on me to encourage voter par cipa on. Sha‐
ron Peace‐Doane agreed to research the cost. It was
noted that in the past, individual members purchased
the yard signs.
LWVT‐PC will form a commi ee to brainstorm on how
to par cipate in the 100th anniversary of the League in
response to that sugges on. In addi on to being an
occasion to promote our place in local history, the anni‐
versary presents fundraising opportuni es. It was envi‐
sioned that the celebra on would consist of mul ple
events spread out over the year. The 100th anniversary
is in 2020.
Several topics were suggested for inclusion in our pro‐
gram planning for the coming year: the carbon tax ini ‐
a ve, biodiversity, and land use. Susan Eidenschink re‐
ported that a speaker from the carbon ballot ini a ve, I
‐732, has been scheduled for the September unit
mee ngs. She also noted that an examina on of a land
use issue is being organized at the state level. She will
monitor the progress of this eﬀort. A program on biodi‐
versity could be scheduled for the February mee ng.
Thank you to all of the members who put thought into
the year ahead and made sugges ons for the Board.

2016 TRY Project Begins
Work on the 2016 They Represent You (TRY) is beginning already. The Board has decided to con nue the basic de‐
sign from the 2015 TRY, and the project team plans to add e‐mail addresses wherever they can be obtained. Addi‐
onal objec ves for improvement include making all web and e‐mail addresses as hyperlinks in the electronic cop‐
ies, and publishing an easier to use web version.
We will be working over the next two months to re‐confirm the distribu on lists for the printed copies to ensure
that we order a sensible number; printed copies cost about 75‐80¢ apiece. The fundraising commi ee has done a
superla ve job gaining dona ons to support TRY produc on.
If you would like to work on the TRY, or want to know more about what’s involved, please call or write to Susan
Eidenschink, 253‐365‐4005, susaneiden@harbornet.com; or John Thurlow, 253‐219‐1617, johnthur‐
low@harbornet.com.
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Turning Point Suffragist Memorial Association
By Liz Kurnitz-Thurlow
LWVUS has become a partner with Turning Point Suﬀragist Memorial Associa on (TPSMA) in crea ng a memorial
that celebrates the fight for women’s suﬀrage and its relevance today. Remember that in 2020 we celebrate the
100th anniversary of the ra fica on of the 19th Amendment (Women’s Suﬀrage). We will also be celebra ng the
100th Birthday of the League!
The memorial will be in Occoquan Regional Park in Northern Virginia, near the site where dozens of suﬀragists were
incarcerated in 1917 for picke ng the White House. If you wish to learn more or donate, visit the Turning Point
website – www.suﬀragistmemorial.org, or write to them at TPSMA, 5400 Ox Road, Fairfax Sta on, VA 22039.

Many thanks to our generous contributors since the Summer Voter:
Nancy Davis

Meg Penalver

Cynthia Stewart

Also see the article on page 8

Announcements and Requests for Help
Candidate and Issue Forums in Pierce County
The LWVT‐PC Voter Service Commi ee helps to inform the public about candidates and issues that will be included
in the November General Elec on on November 3rd. These forums are a great opportunity for League members to
par cipate in these important events. If you are willing to help at one or more of these events, contact Lyz Kurnitz‐
Thurlow at lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com or 253‐924‐0288 or Ann Williams at willar12000@yahoo.com or 253‐759‐
3355.
 Sept 2, 6:00 – 8:15 pm, University of Puget Sound Rotunda, Tacoma City Club Dinner – Ballot Issues in
Tacoma ‐ h ps://www.eventbrite.com/e/minimum‐wage15‐12‐or‐none‐ ckets‐18083315684.
 Sept. 10, 5:00 – 7:00 pm, Salishan Family Investment Center, 1720 East 44th St. Lakewood, Puyallup,

and Tacoma City Council Candidates
 Oct. 15, me TBD, Meeker Middle School, 4402 Nassau Ave NE, Tacoma – all candidates on local ballot

(Council‐at‐Large, Port of Tacoma, Metro Parks, Tacoma School Board, Civil Service Board, and Pierce
County Charter Review Commission.
 Oct 16, 7:00 ‐ 8:00 pm, Edgewood Candidates Forum
 Oct 21, me TBD, Wheelock Library, Tacoma – Ballot Issues Forum – State, Local, and Tacoma

Continued, next page
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Announcements and Requests for Help
National Voter Registration Day – September 23
LWVT‐PC members will be registering voters on September 23 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at Pierce College at Fort
Steilacoom, 9401 Farwest Drive SW, and at Pierce College in Puyallup, 1601 39th Avenue SE. To help with this im‐
portant ac vity, contact Ruth Ann Hatche at ruthann6257@msn.com 253‐961‐3649.

Do the Puyallup!
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County will again have a table at the Washington State Fair for two
days, Monday and Tuesday, September 14‐15. We will register voters and provide informa on about the League.
At last year’s fair, a survey, asking voters to priori ze state spending, was such a success that we will give visitors an
opportunity to par cipate again this year.
We need two volunteers for the following shi s:
Monday, September 14
10:00 am – 1:00 pm
7:00 – 10:00 pm

Tuesday, September 15
1:00 – 4:00 pm
7:00 – 10:00 pm

Each volunteer will receive an admission cket which also allows free parking in the vendor lot. Contact Ruth Ann
Hatche at 253‐961‐3649 or ruthann6257@msn.com if you can work one or more shi s.

LWVT-PC 2015-2016 Directories and Handbooks
Directories and Handbooks for 2015‐2016 will be distributed at the September Unit mee ngs. Electronic copies of
the Handbook will be emailed to those for whom we have email addresses. If you are unable to a end one of the
September Unit mee ngs but need a printed copy, you may request that a directory and/or handbook be sent to
you. Contact the oﬃce by email at lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com or by phone at 253‐272‐1495.

League of Women Voters of the United States Consensus Studies
The League of Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS) has conducted two studies, Cons tu onal Amendments
and Money in Poli cs, for which local Leagues are being asked to help by having consensus mee ngs. The results of
consensus mee ngs will be sent to LWVUS and used to determine if there is League support for specific aspects of
the issues studied. We need to form commi ees to help determine the materials to present to League members
and help League members to learn from each other and to express their opinions on the consensus ques ons sup‐
plied by LWVUS. This is a great opportunity to learn more about the workings of the League. If you want to help or
have ques ons, contact Susan Eidenschink at susaneiden@harbornet.com or 253‐365‐4005.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers

Hot Topic: Minimum Wage

Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

The minimum wage in Tacoma has been a hot topic
at City Council mee ngs. Mary Ann Leskie oﬀers
this link to more informa on, a report by the Eco‐
nomic Opportunity Ins tute en tled "The minimum
wage and economic insecurity in Tacoma", pub‐
lished on June 30, 2015. Take a look at h p://
www.eoionline.org/wp/wp‐content/uploads/
Tacoma‐min‐wage‐facts‐Jun‐15.pdf.

Editorial Volunteers:
Cynthia Stewart
Susan Eidenschink
Julie Oﬀner

Publicity
Lucinda Wingard

Distribution Volunteers
Susan Eidenschink
Bobbie Fletcher
Judy Payne
Ingrid Cur s
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Organizations Dealing with Homelessness
by Susan Eidenschink
Tent City Tacoma
Tent City Tacoma originated as a result of Occupy Ta‐
coma. The camp was set up at Pugne Park in down‐
town Tacoma in October 2011. A number of homeless
people came to the Occupy Tacoma Camp, which
demonstrated the need for more interim survival
mechanisms for the homeless.
In March 2012, the tents were peacefully cleared out
of Pugne Park, but Occupy Tacoma supporters con‐
nued to meet. At one of these mee ngs, Neal Rogers
brought up the idea of Tent City Tacoma. This idea
gained support. Neal and others have been working
with the City of Tacoma to formulate laws in regard to
a tent city, working with churches to try to find host
sites, and working with other ac vists groups to obtain
other suppor ve resources.
In 2006, prior to Occupy Tacoma, the City of Tacoma
ini ated a Housing First Program to eliminate encamp‐
ments of the homeless in Tacoma. Housing is provided
for those who asked to be a part of the program and
agree to meet with a caseworker twice per month.
This housing is not con ngent upon abs nence, enroll‐
ment in a treatment program, or a decrease in clinical
symptoms. Caseworkers help clients to develop their
own personalized goals. Besides the requirement to
meet with caseworkers, residents who have income or
benefits are required to pay a percentage of their rent.
The Metropolitan Developmental Council (MDC) re‐
cently opened two new facili es to provide housing in
the Housing First program, but there are long wai ng
lists for this type of facility. Some of these facili es
have restric ons for those with criminal records and
those who have previously been evicted. Housing First
helped many people, but it also drove many homeless
people out of Tacoma to more secluded encampments
in other parts of Pierce County. More help is definitely
needed.

Open Hearth Ministries
Open Hearth Ministries (OHM) began in 2001 with a
community discussion that included government,
church and social service providers addressing the
needs of homeless people in the Puyallup area. In

2002, the Puyallup Homeless Coali on was created to
strategize and mobilize resources for homeless people
in the area. Also in 2002, a subcommi ee was formed
which included churches who were concerned for the
poor and could provide resources such as food, cloth‐
ing, shelter and volunteers. From that faith communi‐
ty, OHM was created in 2003. OHM has been staﬀed
ever since with a small group of dedicated volunteers
who provide emergency shelter for families with minor
age children in Puyallup and Sumner. OHM is the only
same day emergency shelter in East Pierce County.
Screeners have the Open Hearth cell phone and re‐
ceive calls from families needing help. The screener
listens to a family’s story and provides resources and
encouragement. If a family qualifies (lives in Puyallup/
Sumner, no housing op ons, minor children) then the
screener arranges for the family to stay in a local mo‐
tel. Families can stay from 3‐7 nights depending on
their circumstances and their willingness to take ac on
to improve their situa on. If families are on the verge
of ge ng into housing, some mes their stay can be
extended depending on funds available.
This year, OHM received a $25,000 grant from the city
to shelter Puyallup families and hopes to receive these
funds next year. The organiza on’s budget is less than
$65,000, however, volunteers log thousands of hours
each year. Ninety‐seven percent of the budget is
spent directly on families with the other 3% going to
the phone, supplies and insurance. Since January,
OHM has served 71 families and is on target to serve
more families this year than any other. These families
included 107 parents with 137 children for a total of
401 nights in shelter. At last count, Puyallup School
District had almost 400 students repor ng they were
homeless. That number is most likely far greater, as
many families don’t report because of fear and s gma.
Open Hearth seeks to encourage and empower fami‐
lies to find shelter and stability hopes that their short
me with OHM gives them the respite they need to
clear their minds and re‐energize themselves to do the
hard work it takes to secure housing. The need for
aﬀordable housing in the Puyallup area is cri cal.

Continued, next page

September 2015

Page 7

Organizations Dealing with Homelessness, continued from previous page
Quixote Village
Camp Quixote is a camp for homeless persons in Thurston County established in December 2013. This camp grew
from a vision of a self‐governing tent camp for homeless adults in Olympia WA. Camp Quixote is supported by Pan‐
za, a non‐profit organiza on that grew out of many faith communi es that hosted and sustained Camp Quixote
during the past six years. At the present me, Camp Quixote is a village of 30 ny co ages. It has a large vegetable
garden and a community building that contains showers, laundry facili es, and communal kitchen, living and dining
space. An ar cle was wri en in the New York Times in February 2014, which indicates this concept could be a tem‐
plate for homeless housing across the na on. The New York Times ar cle includes informa on and pictures of the
camp and can be accessed at h p://www.ny mes.com/2014/02/20/garden/small‐world‐big‐idea.html?
ref=garden&_r=1.

Recognition and Appreciation of Donations to League Education Fund
By Ruth Ann Hatchett
The League of Women Voters Tacoma‐Pierce County Educa on Fund is grateful for the generous support of two
Pierce County neighbors—The Puyallup Tribe of Indians and the Dimmer Family Founda on—and of Jack and Marie
Cameron.

The Puyallup Tribe provided $2,000 toward support of our publica on, They Represent
You, Directory of Elected Oﬃcials, Pierce County 2015 (TRY). This is not the Tribe’s first
contribu on to the League having provided support for the TRY in 2003, 2013 and 2014.
We are pleased that the Tribe, a sponsor of many local chari es and non‐profit organiza‐
ons in the area, recognizes the educa onal services provided by the League.

The Dimmer Family Founda on contributed $1,000 to the Educa on
Fund. The Founda on, founded in 1993 in Tacoma, by John C. and
Marilyn Dimmer, has a goal of giving back to the community they have
always lived in. The Founda on makes grants to more than 100 chari‐
table organiza ons annually. The League’s voter service and partner‐
ships throughout Pierce County were a good fit with the community‐
focused giving of the Dimmer Founda on.

Marie Cameron passed away this summer. This life me member of League
(more than 50 years of con nuous membership) was a remarkable woman.
She and husband Jack, who remains a member of the Tacoma‐Pierce
League, have made a generous endowment dona on to the Educa on
Fund. As an endowment, this contribu on will remain invested, allowing
the interest from it to be used each year for voter educa on. Several of
Marie and Jack’s friends have also made contribu ons dedicated to this
endowment, enlarging the base that is invested.
For informa on on how to establish an endowment that can endure and support League’s work, contact Cynthia
Stewart, Educa on Fund Treasurer, stewdahl@comcast.net.
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Observer Corps in Action
Thanks to the par cipants of Observer Corps for their
recent observa ons of local city councils. Their reports
provide informa on of the “goings‐on” of local city
councils as well as other public en es, such as Port
Commission and Tacoma‐Pierce County Aﬀordable
Housing Consor um. To get involved in this valuable
and informa ve League ac vity, contact Paula Eismann,
peismann60@omcast.net for a quick and easy training!
Thank you Diane Kerlin and Mary Kohli for the most
recent observa ons.

Edgewood City Council
by Diane Kerlin
I have a ended regular Council mee ngs and Study
Sessions of the City of Edgewood on April 7 and 21,
May 12, June 30, and July 14 and 28. The agendas were
always available on the City’s website at least 72 hours
before the mee ng. Items on the agendas are always
clearly described. If a mo on is being proposed, it is on
the agenda verba m, and the agreed meaning having
been suggested, usually, at a previous Study Session. I
did not detect any sense of items having been decided
in a closed session. Any execu ve sessions were an‐
nounced as regarding either li ga on or an employee’s
evalua on. All mee ngs started on me. On the one
occasion that a member was late, he had called ahead
to let the Clerk know he expected to be late. Whenev‐
er a member was absent, they had no fied ahead and
were excused.
For the most part, members appeared to be familiar
with what was in their agenda packets, and o en had
ques ons about the material that were asked of staﬀ.
Members were always courteous to each other, even
when they strongly disagreed regarding ac on on a
topic. A period for audience comment is included on
every Council Mee ng agenda, not at Study Sessions,
though at mes audience comment is sought, usually
through the Mayor. Large print hard copies are not
made available to the public, but full packets are post‐
ed on the website where they could be copied and the
print adjusted. City Hall, where the mee ngs are held
is easily accessible to wheelchairs. No special accom‐
moda on is made for hard of hearing though all is rec‐
orded, and there is a sound system. Edgewood
mee ngs are not televised.
I did not witness any issues of behavior or non‐
compliance that League would need to address.
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Puyallup City Council
by Mary Kohli
At the Puyallup City Council mee ng on July 7, before
the mee ng began, I introduced myself to the Mayor
and City Manager as a League of Women Voters ob‐
server. The mee ng seemed to be run well with me
for public input. Interac ons between council mem‐
bers and with the public were polite and professional
(unlike the situa on when I observed a few years
ago). Dealing with the homeless was a major topic.
On July 14, I observed the Budget Workshop and Study
Session. The agenda clearly stated, "Star ng at 6:30
p.m. and ending no later than 8:30 p.m.". When I le
the mee ng at 9:30 p.m., they had just oﬃcially ex‐
tended the mee ng for the fourth 20‐minute peri‐
od. By the me they got to Ci zen Comments, there
were fewer people there, and very few were interested
in making a comment. Each of the three agenda items
received extensive discussion: sustainable u lity and
street infrastructure, guidance policies for 2016 budget
development, and policy direc on on homeless‐
ness. On the last topic, there was a wide range of opin‐
ions, from concerns about what seems to be a rac ng
the homeless to Puyallup to the type of services need‐
ed to take care of them and get them back on their
feet. Ci zens were on both sides of the issue.
General observa ons:
 Mee ngs were accessible, agenda available 4 or 5
days ahead, visual materials available online.
 O en the visuals, which were projected on a
screen, were too small to be easily read by the au‐
dience. Council members had copies.
 The City Clerk shared the mes and channel for the
mee ngs on TV.
 All council members spoke freely and seemed to
interact well with each other and with the public.
Addi onal observa ons are:
Each council member spoke at length on each top‐
ic, thus adding to length of mee ng. They were
open with their comments and opinions.
 Most topics were dealt with seriously. It appears
there is seldom a en on to "root causes" in situa‐
ons like the homeless.
 There is the on‐going ba le of "taxes", protec ng
the ci zens from higher costs yet le ng the u lity
and street infrastructure get behind.
 The atmosphere was open, unlike a few years back
when it was hos le with council and the public.
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf, eazul@comcast.net

Lakewood & Neighbors
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102

Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253‐265‐0841

For more informa on, see www.lwvwa.org/tacoma/ or call 253‐272‐1495

Unit Meeting Topics


September

Housing and Homelessness and Carbon Washington Initiative I-732



October

Ballot Issues (Units and public meeting on Wednesday, October 21)



November

Constitutional Amendments – National League consensus



December

Program planning – General Meeting – Saturday, December 5
(Save the date!)



January

Money in Politics – National Consensus



February

To be determined



March

Mental Health, Part II & Local Consensus



April

Pierce County Funding & Local Consensus



May

Unit Choice (tentative)

Your Help is Needed!
People are needed to work on all of these. Contact the office, Susan Eidenschink, susaneiden@harbornet.com, or Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow, lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com. Without help from lots of
members, we can’t do what we do. Thank You!
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LWVT-PC Calendar September 2015—January 2016
Sept. 20

Sept. 2
6:00 ‐8:15 pm

Panel on minimum wage, City
Club of Tacoma
UPS Rotunda
1500 North Warner in Student Union
Bldg.
Tckets available at h p://
www.cityclubtacoma.org/

Sept. 3
2:00—5:00 pm

Poverty Immersion Workshop

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

Sept. 10
5:00—7:00 pm

Aﬀordable Housing Candidates
Forum

Aﬀordable Housing and Homelessness
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma

Salishan Family Investment Center
1720 E. 44th St.
Tacoma

Lakewood & Neighbors Unit
Mee ng
Aﬀordable Housing and Homelessness
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom

Sept. 12
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng

Sept. 12
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit

Sept. 14 & 15

Sept. 23
10:00 am—2:00 pm

Aﬀordable Housing and Homelessness
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup

Aﬀordable Housing and Homelessness
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor

October 8
1:00—3:00 pm

October 9
10:00 am—Noon

Continued, next page

Na onal Voter Registra on
Day

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Ballot Issues
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma

Lakewood & Neighbors Unit
Mee ng
Ballot Issues
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom

October 10
10:00 am—Noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Ballot Issues
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup

October 10
2:00—4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng

October 15
Time TBD

Candidates Forum
NE Tacoma Neighborhood
Council

Ballot Issues
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor

Meeker Middle School
4402 Nassau Ave. NE
Tacoma

Washington State Fair in Puyallup
Help at the LWVT‐PC Booth
Contact Ruth Ann Hatche , Ruthan‐
n6257@msn.com

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
702 Broadway, Ste. 105
Tacoma

Pierce Community College at
Puyallup & Steilacoom
Steilacoom – Contact Ruth Ann
Hatche at ruthan‐
n6257@msn.com to volunteer

University Y Student Center
University of Washington
1710 Market St.
Tacoma

Sept. 10
1:00—3:00 pm

Sept. 11
10:00 am—Noon

Sept. 22
10:00 am—Noon

Deadline for October Voter
ar cles

October 15
7:00—8:30 pm

Edgewood Candidates Forum
Edgewood City Hall,
2224 104th Ave E
Edgewood

Summer 2015
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October 20
October 21
Time TBD

Deadline for November Voter ar cles

Nov 24
10:00 am – noon

Ballot Issues Forum
Wheelock Library
3722 North 26th St,
Tacoma

Dec. 5
10:00 am – 2:00
pm

October 27
LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon 702 Broadway, Ste. 105
Tacoma

October 28
9:00 am—4:00
pm

Tacoma Dome

November 12
1:00‐3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Cons tu onal Amendments

December 20

Dec 29
10:00 am – noon

Jan 8
10:00 am – noon

Merrill Gardens
7290 Rosemount Circle,
Tacoma

Deadline for January Voter
ar cles.

sensus Study
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom

Jan 9
10:00 am – noon

Jan 9
2:00 ‐ 4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Cons tu onal Amendments
LWVUS Consensus Study
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor

Lakewood and Neighbors
Unit Mee ng

East Pierce County Unit
Mee ng
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Nov 14
10:00 am – noon Cons tu onal Amendments

LWVUS Consensus Study
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian
Puyallup

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
702 Broadway, Ste. 105
Tacoma

Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St.
Steilacoom

Nov 13
Lakewood and Neighbors Unit Mee ng
10:00 am – noon Cons tu onal Amendments, LWVUS Con‐

November 20

Program Planning General
Mee ng

Project Homeless Connect

LWVUS Consensus Study
North Tacoma Police Sta on
5140 N. 26th St.
Tacoma

Nov 14
2:00 – 4:00 pm

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
702 Broadway, Ste. 105
Tacoma

Jan 14
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Money in Poli cs
LWVUS Consensus Study
Harbor History Museum
4121 Harborview Dr.
Gig Harbor

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Money in Poli cs, LWVUS con‐
sensus study

Deadline for December Voter ar cles

To be continued, next month
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Secretary

Paula Eismann

253‐863‐8845, peismann60@comcast.net

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Sharon Peace‐Doane

253‐265‐0841; hrdoanes@comcast.net

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161 ; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Ann Williams

253‐759‐3355; willar12000@yahoo.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any citizen of voting age, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50. If you are not a citizen and/or 18 years of age, you may become an Associate Member for $37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 702 Broadway, Suite #105 / Tacoma, WA 98402-3710

