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October unit mee ngs and the forums co‐sponsored with UW Tacoma
on October 12 and 19 (see page XX for details) will feature ballot is‐
sues. The November ballot will contain six statewide ini a ves, one
state cons tu onal amendment referred by the legislature, the Sound
Transit Proposi on 1 and five City of Tacoma Charter Amendments.
The unit mee ngs will be led by Ann Williams and Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow.
The forum will be moderated by Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and will feature
speakers on both sides of each issue.
Synopses of the state ballot issues were provided by Ann Williams and
of the local ballot issues by Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow.

State Ballot Issues
By Ann Williams
SJR 8210
This measure is an
amendment to the state
cons tu on that passed
unanimously from both
the State House and Sen‐
ate and now goes to the
people for approval. It
deals with our 30 year old redistric ng law, which currently requires
the redistric ng commission to approve a plan by January 1 every year
ending in two, which is more than a year a er the comple on of each
census. The result of this meline means that public mee ngs regard‐
ing redistric ng are o en held over important holidays, which limits
public par cipa on. Since passage of the original law more than 30
years ago, technological change has allowed the work of the commis‐
sion to proceed more rapidly. The proposed amendment would short‐
en the me available to approve a redistric ng plan by 46 days, or to
November 15tof every year ending in one.

Initiative 732
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County is a nonpar san poli cal or‐
ganiza on that encourages informed and
ac ve par cipa on in government, works to
increase understanding of major public poli‐
cy issues, and influences public policy
through educa on and advocacy

This is the carbon tax measure. If passed the law would create a new
carbon tax, reduce other common taxes and expand and fund a tax
exemp on for eligible working families. The Oﬃce of Financial Man‐
agement es mates that the combined eﬀect of these changes will lead
to a decrease in state revenue of $800,000,000 over 6 years. That’s the
summary. The details are below.

Continued, page 9
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President’s Message
Wow! I have never seen such a busy me in the League. There are voter registra on
events in high schools, colleges, Puyallup Fair (aka Washington State Fair) and with in
partnership with other organiza ons. There are both candidate and issue forums every
week and we will host a Legisla ve Recep on in partnership with the Re red Teachers
Associa on. You can find dates and mes in this issue of The Voter. There are a lot of
members doing great work! If you would like to be a part of these eﬀorts, please let me
know and we will find a place for you to contribute. Thank you to everyone who is al‐
ready working on these Voter Services events.
We are pleased to have welcomed new members this month. October unit mee ngs will
be programs on ballot issues. Bring a friend to check us out.
The Execu ve Board has agreed to host an Ac on Workshop on Saturday, November 19.
The state lobby team holds workshops at four loca ons across the state in the fall. It is
an opportunity for members to hear from the lobby team and for the team to hear from the membership on what
issues are a priority for us in the new legisla ve session. More details will be coming about the workshop, but for
now, hold the date.
Happy Fall!
Ruth Ann Hatchett

Doing the Puyallup!
By Ruth Ann Hatchett
We "did the Puyallup" last weekend (never mind it is the
Washington State Fair now.) It was the first me we
were there on a weekend, which made a diﬀerence in
our visibility.
Thanks to all who staﬀed our booth. We registered 35
voters and 559 people took our survey asking what mo ‐
vates you to vote. Plus, we had the opportunity to talk
to lots of people about League. Good work!

Above, Cheryl Mann and
Roxanne Miles encourage
voter registration at the
Puyallup Fair.
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How you can help Vote 411.org
By Terri Baker
If you work with a candidate or have access to one, encour‐
age (remind) them to answer the ques ons from the League. The instruc ons were mailed to the e‐mail they used
to file with the auditor.
If someone asks a ques on about a candidate, encourage them to go to Vote411.org and see the informa on pro‐
vided there: background, job descrip on, salary, answers to League ques ons for all candidates in not only Pierce
County, but the state as well.
Go to the site yourself to find out who are those candidates you never heard of for all posi ons: judges, treasurer,
school board, fire chief.
Brag on Facebook, in le ers to the editor, anywhere, how easy it is for you to fill out your ballot because you got the
info from Vote411.org.

Memorial notice – Cecile Montgomery
Cecile Montgomery died on August 8, 2016. Cecile had been a League member since 1979, 37
years. Cecile had a life full of adventure, becoming a registered nurse in 1944, she joined the
Army and served in Germany, Hawaii, Japan, Korea, Vietnam, and at Madigan General Hospital
in Tacoma. A er re ring as a highly decorated Lt. Colonel in August 1972 with 23 years of ser‐
vice, she entered the University of Puget Sound and in 1978 she graduated with a BA degree in Religion. She and
her husband Guy were ac ve at St Leo’s Parish in Tacoma. During re rement Cecile and Guy traveled around the
world birding, which had become a favorite hobby.

2017 TRY Project Begins
Work on the 2017 They Represent You (TRY) is beginning already. The Board decided to con nue the basic design
from the 2016 TRY, with e‐mail addresses wherever they can be obtained, making all web and e‐mail addresses as
hyperlinks in the electronic copy, and publishing an easier to use web version.
We will be working over the next two months to verify the telephone numbers and email addresses of current oﬃce
holders, and a er the November elec on, we will need to make sure we include the name and contact informa on
for all legislators in Pierce County, Pierce County council members and execu ve, and those running for statewide
oﬃce who won their elec on. We will also reconfirm the distribu on lists to ensure we order a sensible number;
printed copies cost about 75‐80 cents apiece. The fundraising commi ee has done a great job gaining dona ons to
support TRY produc on.
If you would like to work on the TRY, or want to know more about what’s involved, please call or write Susan Ei‐
denschink, 253‐365‐405, susaneiden@harbornet.com; or John Thurlow, 253‐219‐1617, johnthur‐
low@harbornet.com. We need your help.

Voter Production & Distribution Volunteers
Your Voter is brought to you by the following people:

Editorial Volunteers:

Distribution Volunteers:

Cynthia Stewart, Susan Eidenschink, Julie Oﬀner

Susan Eidenschink, Ingrid Cur s, Judy Payne
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Upcoming Forums
Please plan to attend these and bring your friends and relatives.
Also, we s ll need volunteers at each one to greet the audience, take audience ques ons, register voters and help
with loose ends. If you’ll be a ending any of them and would be willing to help, that would be most appreciated!
To volunteer, please contact the League oﬃce, lwvtacomapierce@gmail.com, and say which forum you’ll be able to
help with.

October 4 – Candidates for Legislative District 25 and Pierce County Executive, 7:00 – 8:30 pm, Mid‐
County Community Center, 10205 44th Ave East, Tacoma. Sponsored by Summit Waller Community Asso‐
cia on.
October 5 – Candidates for Pierce County Council and Pierce County Executive, 7:00 – 9:00 pm – US
Tacoma, Milgard Hall, 1918 Pacific Ave., Tacoma. Sponsored by Tacoma‐Pierce County Aﬀordable Housing
Consor um and Na onal Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI).
October 12 – State Minimum Wage – 7:00 – 8:30 pm – UW Tacoma, Carwein Auditorium, Keystone
Building, 1754 Commerce St. Co‐sponsored by UW Tacoma Poli cs, Philosophy & Public Aﬀairs Division;
League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County.
October 15 – AAUW Meeting on Ballot Issues – 10:00 am ‐ Noon – Harbor History Museum, 4121 Har‐
borview Dr., Gig Harbor.
October 18 - Candidates for Pierce County Council, District 4 – 7:00 – 8:30 pm, University Place Coun‐
cil Chambers, 3715 Bridgeport Way West, University Place. Sponsored by the League of Women Voters of
Tacoma‐Pierce County.
October 19 – Ballot Issues: State Initiatives, County Charter Amendments, Local Ballot Issues – 6:00
– 8:30 pm, Tacoma Public Library, Main Branch, 1102 Tacoma Ave South, Tacoma. Co‐sponsored by UW
Tacoma Poli cs, Philosophy & Public Aﬀairs Division; League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County.
October 20 – Meet and Greet Legislative Candidates, 3:00 – 5:00 pm, La Quinta Inn, 1425 E 27th St, Ta‐
coma, Lower Floor. Candidates will be introduced but no speeches will be given; re red teachers and
LWVT‐PC members will give an overview of Legisla ve goals. Light refreshments with $5 fee. Co‐
Sponsored by Pierce County School Re rees’ Associa on and the League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐
Pierce County.
October 20 – Candidates for Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 7:00—8:30pm, UW Taco‐
ma, Philip Hall, 1918 Pacific Ave, Tacoma. Co‐sponsored by UW Tacoma, Tacoma‐Pierce County Chapter
of NAACP, Teachers United, League of Women Voters of Tacoma‐Pierce County and League of Women
Voters of Washington.
October 20 – Candidates for Congressional Districts, Legislative District 27, Pierce County Executive,
Pierce County Council District 2, and Judges. 6:30 – 8:30 pm, Meeker Middle School, 4402 Nassau Ave
NE, Tacoma. Sponsored by Northeast Neighborhood Council of Northeast Tacoma.
Visit us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/pages/League‐of‐Women‐Voters‐of‐Tacoma‐Pierce‐County/312747775413
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Get out the Vote Video
Know anyone, par cularly young people, who could pass the word on
ge ng out the vote? If so, send them this link to the LWVWA Pledge
to Vote video, and ask them to forward it to everyone they know.

h ps://youtu.be/mwbylQV5pPs
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Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 1

Initiative 735

Currently there is no carbon tax. The new tax would
start 7/1/2017 and be collected from the first person
or company who sells or burns fossil fuel. There are
provisions that avoid double taxa on. The tax starts at
$15/metric ton, rising to $25/metric ton in 2018, and
then annually by 3.5% plus infla on un l $100/metric
ton is reached. Some fuel users would experience a
lower star ng rate and slower rise un l reaching parity
in 2055. These users include agriculture, school buses,
the ferry system, public transporta on and private non
‐profit transporta on providers.

This measure urges the
Washington State Congres‐
sional delega on to pro‐
pose a federal cons tu on‐
al amendment sta ng that
cons tu onal rights belong
only to individuals not cor‐
pora ons and that cons ‐
tu onally protected speech excludes the spending of
money. Addi onally it requires that all levels of govern‐
ment be fully empowered to regulate poli cal contri‐
bu ons and expenditures to ensure that no person or
legal en ty gains undue influence over the poli cal
process, and that public disclosure of contribu ons and
expenditures is prompt and accessible.

The state sales tax is currently 6.5% and would de‐
crease to 6% on 7/1/2017 and to 5.5% in 2018. The
Business and Occupa on Tax on most manufacturers
would decrease from the current 0.484% to 0.001% on
7/1/2017.
Those eligible for the Federal Earned Income Tax Credit
will be able to claim a refund on some state sales tax
paid, at a rate of 15% of tax paid in 2017 increasing to
25% in 2018. It is es mated that about 460,000 people
will file for the working family exemp on.
The proponents feel that a carbon tax will drive the
transi on to a clean energy economy and that other
regressive taxes will be lowered. They note that the
projected annual revenue decline is an inconsequen al
1% of the current budget.
There is a compe ng carbon tax proposal, but it is not
on the November ballot. It is being promoted by the
Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy (AJCE), which is cur‐
rently building support for its carbon tax measure. It
would not have a tax oﬀset, so would presumably in‐
crease state revenues. The funds would be used to sup‐
port the transi on to clean energy, enhance and pro‐
tect the clean water supply and promote healthy for‐
ests. The star ng level for the tax would be $15/metric
ton and would also rise over me. The tax would be
paid by “the largest emi ers” which are not precisely
defined in their proposal.
Interes ngly, most of the writers of the opponent
statement against I‐732 are members of the AJCE. They
point to the expected revenue loss, the lack of environ‐
mental jus ce and lack of compliance flexibility that
would drive businesses out of the state compared to
the AJCE proposal.

Opponents believe that this amendment would lead to
government censorship, while proponents believe the
amendment would level the poli cal playing field,
which currently allows those with more money to have
more speech.

Initiative 1433
The current state mini‐
mum wage is $9.47 for
workers who are at least
16 years old and 85% of
this for those under six‐
teen. This measure would
increase the state mini‐
mum wage on a sched‐
uled basis, star ng in
2017, to a maximum of
$13.50 in 2020. The wage
would con nue to be in‐
dexed for infla on therea er. This minimum would
apply to those at least 18 years old.
The measure would also require employers to provide
paid sick leave by 2018, accruing at 1 hour of leave/40
hours worked. Sick leave could be carried over to the
next year and the amount of carried over me could be
limited to 40 hours. Paid sick leave could be used for
the benefit of both the employee as well as specified
family members.
Finally, the measure would expand coverage of the
state Minimum Wage Act to contract employees with
DSHS who provide care to disabled pa ents.

Continued, next page
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Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 9
The Oﬃce of Financial Management es mates that the
measure would increase the revenue paid into the Un‐
employment Insurance Trust Fund. These extra reve‐
nues will gradually increase, so that in 2022 an addi‐
onal $35,000,000 would be deposited. State expendi‐
tures due to the increased wages are es mated to rise
by $137,500,000 in 2022.

Currently some people living outside of Washington are
exempt from paying state sales tax on items they pur‐
chase in Washington for use outside the state. The ex‐
emp on applies to people living in states or Canadian
provinces that do not have state sales tax or live in
states or provinces that exempt Washington residents
from their sales taxes.

Opponents believe that the measure does not account
for the varia on in cost of living throughout the state,
that Washington State already has the 8th highest mini‐
mum wage in the na on, and that a 30% increase in the
minimum wage and the addi on of paid sick leave are
unaﬀordable, especially for small business. For employ‐
ees, hours are likely to be cut, and young workers
would have more diﬃculty in finding employment.

The measure proposes mul ple changes. First, it estab‐
lishes “Democracy Credit Contribu ons” (DCC). Each
registered voter could donate to candidates 3 DCC’s of
$50 each, beginning in 2018 and then every even num‐
bered elec on year. The size and number of DCC’s
could be increased by the PDC star ng in 2020. Money
to support DCC’s comes from the repeal of the non‐
resident state sales tax exemp on. It will be ini ally
applied to state legisla ve candidates in even year elec‐
ons, but can be expanded by the PDC to other
statewide candidates and elec on years in the future.
In the future the PDC could also expand the donor eligi‐
bility beyond that of registered voters, to persons who
are currently legally en tled to donate to
campaigns.

Proponents point out that a full me worker receiving
the current minimum wage eﬀec vely remains in pov‐
erty and that paid sick leave is a necessary protec on
for workers and the public.

Initiative 1464
This measure creates a campaign fi‐
nance system, allows residents to direct
state funds to candidates, repeals the
non‐resident sales tax exemp on, re‐
stricts lobbying employment by certain
public employees and adds enforce‐
ment requirements.
Currently state campaigns are privately
funded with dona on limits of $1000/
person for legisla ve candidates and $2000 for
statewide and judicial candidates. The top five donors
must be disclosed. Reports of contribu ons and ex‐
penses are on the Public Disclosure Commission’s (PDC)
website. The use of excess campaign funds is regulated
by law and the PDC enforces compliance.
Under current law lobbyists must register with the PDC,
iden fy their employers, the amount paid and their
lobby subjects. Lobbyists must file monthly reports
about their ac vi es and compensa on and are re‐
quired to report all contribu ons to elected and other
oﬃcials. Lobbyists and their employers must inform the
PDC if they employ certain people who remain employ‐
ees of the state. State law forbids state employees from
being paid by private par es for performing, or failing
to perform, their normal du es.

To be eligible to receive DCC’s candidates
must first collect at least 75 dona ons of
at least $10 each, be limited to private
dona ons of one half the normal amounts
allowed and not use more than $5,000 in
personal funds. The ini al limit of public
funds would be $150,000 for House and
$250,000 for Senate candidates. At the
end of the elec on the candidates must
return to the state any residual in the propor onal
amount that they received from public funds.
Secondly, the measure would place new limits on lob‐
byists’ ability to hire former state and local government
employees. Such employees cannot be hired by lobby‐
ists un l 3 years a er leaving government employment
or oﬃce, or 5 years a er being lobbied in their oﬃcial
capacity. Similarly, former state and local elected and
appointed oﬃcials cannot be paid to lobby for 3 years
a er leaving a post. Oﬃcers of campaigns would be
under the same restric on.
Thirdly, the measure would increase both enforcement
and penal es for viola ons.

Continued, next page
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Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 10
Fourthly, the measure requires that if one of the top
five contributors of a campaign is a poli cal com‐
mi ee, the top 5 contributors of the poli cal com‐
mi ee must be disclosed.
And finally, it modifies laws against coordina on of
funds.

Initiative 1491
This measure would
allow police or fam‐
ily or household
members to obtain
court orders tempo‐
rarily
preven ng
access to firearms
by persons with
mental illness or violent behavior that puts themselves
or others at risk.
With respect to mental health, current law is more re‐
stric ve. It bars access to firearms by a person who is
involuntarily commi ed for mental health treatment,
and to a person who has a protec ve order against him
or her.
The court can require surrender of firearms before a
hearing only in cases of sexual assault, stalking, harass‐
ment, domes c violence, divorce, parental rights, child
support and in cases where the subject used a firearm
to commit a felony.
The measure creates two types of court orders. The
first is an extreme risk protec ve order. It can be ob‐
tained by a family or household member, a person in a
da ng rela onship or law enforcement. The pe on is
addressed to superior court and must contain the per‐
nent facts that support the reasonable fear of future
acts, given under oath. The superior court holds a
hearing, issues an order, which is served by law en‐
forcement. The subject of the pe on is required to
surrender firearms.
The second order is called the ex parte extreme risk
protec ve order, which is more immediate and tempo‐
rary. It can be filed in municipal, district or superior
court, and the pe on must be heard on the same or
next working day of the court. It lasts only un l the
first type of pe on can be heard in superior court.
Finally, the measure makes it a crime to inten onally
file a harassing or false pe on.

Proponents believe that this measure would fill in a
gap whereby firearms can be removed from persons
experiencing a mental health crisis, pu ng themselves
or others at risk, but who are not subject to involun‐
tary commitment. There is due process and it does not
replace exis ng law dealing with involuntary commit‐
ment.
Opponents feel that the measure s gma zes mental
illness, no ng that most violent crime is not commi ed
by the mentally ill (although they do not speak to the
issue of suicide) and is a targeted abridgement of sec‐
ond amendment rights.

Initiative 1501
This measure has to do
with iden ty the from
elderly or vulnerable per‐
sons and disclosure of sen‐
si ve informa on from
public records.
Current law prohibits iden‐
ty the , which is punisha‐
ble as a Class C or Class B felony, depending on the
monetary value of the the . Various laws also allow
vic ms to sue perpetrators in civil court. Finally, the
Public Records Act does not permit the disclosure of
social security numbers or financial informa on. The
name, address and telephone number in public records
are not privileged.
This measure would increase the penalty for iden ty
the involving a person over 65 years of age or a vul‐
nerable person (>60 and unable to care for him or her‐
self). Such oﬀences would become an automa c Class
B felony. The measure would also increase civil penal‐
es to three mes damages.
Finally, the measure would change the Public Records
Act and prohibit disclosure of “sensi ve personal infor‐
ma on” of both vulnerable persons and the in home
care givers of such, as this is thought to be a vehicle for
iden fying vulnerable persons. “Sensi ve personal in‐
forma on” is defined as name, address, GPS coordi‐
nates, telephone number, driver’s license number,
email address and social security number. There are
mul ple excep ons to the disclosure prohibi on, in‐
cluding release to another government agency and to a
cer fied collec ve bargaining representa ve.

Continued, next page
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There are various ways to commit a Class B felony, but
the most common is the the of $5,000 or more of
property. The maximum penalty for a Class B felony is
10 years in prison and a $20,000 fine, while for a Class C
felony the maximum penalty is 5 years in prison and a
$10,000 fine.
The opponents of I‐1501 believe that the measure was
wri en by the Service Employees Interna onal Union
(SEIU) and is primarily designed to change the Public
Records Act to prevent in home caregivers from learn‐
ing that they do not have to pay dues to the SEIU. In
2014 the US Supreme Court relieved such workers of
this obliga on, but neither unions nor the government
have been vigorous in communica ng this fact to in
home care givers. Those who are trying to do so would
be blocked from obtaining informa on that would al‐
low communica on with care givers.

Proposition 1
This measure is the
Sound
Transit
Board’s proposal for
the next expansion
of light rail, commut‐
er rail and rapid bus
transit
in
King,
Snohomish
and
Pierce Coun es. If passed the measure would build 62
more miles of light rail, with sta ons serving 37 new
areas north, south, east and west of exis ng light rail
routes.
The proposal would also allow exis ng bus routes to
run on freeway shoulders wherever feasible. When
completed 85% of residents and 90% of employers
within the Sound Transit territory would have good ac‐
cess to the system. It should be noted that this measure
will only appear on the ballots of voters who reside in
Sound Transit’s taxing district, which contains the most
populated area of the three coun es.
The price tag is large, at $53.8 billion, including infla on
es mates, raised over many years. The es mate in‐
cludes design, construc on, maintenance and opera‐
on of the system over 25 years. The specific new taxes
include an addi onal 0.5% sales and use tax, a property
tax of up to $0.25/$1,000 of assessed valua on, and an
addi onal 0.8% motor‐vehicle excise tax.

Page 13
Pierce County’s share of the above revenues would be
$8.9 billion. There are mul ple specific enhancements
that are planned in Pierce County with gradual imple‐
menta on through 2039.These include, but are not lim‐
ited to, light rail between Federal Way and Tacoma,
Tacoma link extension to TCC and Sounder extension to
DuPont.
Proponents remind us that more than 800,000 new res‐
idents are expected in the Puget Sound Region by 2040
and that our freeways are already overwhelmed. Re‐
ducing passenger cars should decrease air pollu on and
many jobs will be created to build this infrastructure.
Opponents feel that the price tag is too high and that
there are be er ways to address traﬃc conges on,
such as bus rapid transit, ride sharing and driverless car
technology, although they have not put forth a compre‐
hensive plan.

Advisory Votes
Advisory Votes have appeared on statewide ballots
since 2012 as the result of an ini a ve to the people.
This law requires that revenue‐enhancing laws, includ‐
ing the removal of tax preferences, be submi ed on the
next general ballot for the people’s approval or disap‐
proval. The legislature is not bound to repeal its enact‐
ed legisla on in the face of public disapproval.

Advisory Vote 14 extended the insurance premium
tax on some stand‐alone family dental plans. The fiscal
impact cannot be assessed. The measure passed the
House 91 yea to 7 nay, and passed the Senate 44 yea to
4 nay.

Advisory Vote 15 put limita ons on the retail sales
and use tax exemp ons available to clean energy vehi‐
cles. The more expensive of these vehicles (>$42,500)
would not be exempt and the exemp on would apply
to on the first $35,000 of other vehicle’s cost. The fiscal
impact is a net posi ve of $2,000,000 in revenue over
10 years. The measure passed the House 65 yea to 32
nay and passed the Senate 28 yea to 15 nay.

Continued, next page
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Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 12
Pierce County Charter Amendments on
the Ballot
By Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow
Every ten years, the voters of Pierce County elect a
Charter Review Commi ee. Their job is to look at all
aspects of the County Charter, discuss anything that
anyone thinks needs changing, and decide what chang‐
es, if any, should be sent to the voters. This year, they
chose four items to send to us, the voters, and recom‐
mended four to the County Council for them to consid‐
er changing.
A majority vote will pass these changes. Below are
summaries of what it says in the Voters’ Pamphlet
(recommended reading!). The statements below are
NOT opinions of LWVT‐PC. Everything except the per‐
centages required in other coun es for ini a ves and
referenda appears in the Ballot Title, For, or Against
statements in the County Voters’
Pamphlet.

Proposed Charter Amendment
No. 41 - Initiative Procedures
Currently, the Pierce County Charter
provides that the minimum number of
signatures required to validate an ini‐
a ve pe on is 10% of the number of votes cast in the
last elec on for County Execu ve. This proposed Char‐
ter amendment would reduce the required number to
8%.
FOR: This brings Pierce County in line with the State
Cons tu on. Signature‐gathering is diﬃcult and can be
costly. Most commissioners voted for it.
AGAINST: Ini a ves are o en poorly wri en and should
not be easier to get on the ballot. Ten per cent ensures
that it has wider support. Voters have turned this down
twice before.
While this proposed amendment would bring Pierce
County in line with the rules for ge ng an Ini a ve on
the State ballot, other coun es which have adopted
Ini a ve and Referendum either have the same limits
as Pierce currently does (King, Snohomish, Clallam), or
higher (San Juan, Whatcom).

Proposed Charter Amendment No. 42 – Referendum Procedures
Currently, the Pierce County Charter requires 8% of the
number of votes cast in the last elec on for County Ex‐
ecu ve as the minimum number of signatures in order
to validate a referendum pe on. This proposal would
reduce the number to 4%.
See For and Against arguments above. They are very
similar.
FOR: Improving the referendum process was the num‐
ber one priority of the Charter Review Commission. This
brings us in line with State Cons tu on.
AGAINST: This would make it easier for a small group of
unelected special interest groups to override legisla on
which was publicly debated and legally ve ed and veri‐
fied.

Proposed Charter Amendment No. 43 - Referendum Procedures
This would increase to 15 business
days the me period for the Prose‐
cu ng A orney to formulate a ballot
tle, no fy the proponent if the refer‐
endum is not legal, and provide rea‐
sonable a orney fees if the propo‐
nent prevails in a legal challenge to
the referendum filed by the County. It would also sus‐
pend the 120‐day signature‐gathering period for up to
45 days, pending the conclusion of the legal challenge.
FOR: Referendum proponents have gathered signatures
and go en measures passed only to have them over‐
turned in court. This would provide for a legal opinion
on the legality of the measure before signatures are
gathered, before a lot of money is spent, and before it
goes to the voters. It also protects filers from the finan‐
cial burden of defending a referendum if the County
should challenge it, and the Court decides that the ref‐
erendum is proper.
AGAINST: This is here because of one isolated incident.
A predetermined opinion of not legal can influence pub‐
lic percep on, in midate pe oners, discourage dona‐
ons, and unnecessarily burden the Prosecutor’s oﬃce.
Judges determine legality, not prosecutors. This is an
unnecessary law.

Continued, next page

October 2016
Ballot Issues, cont’d from page 13
Proposed Charter Amendment No. 44 - Conflict
of Interest
This amendment would prohibit Councilmembers, the
Execu ve, the Assessor‐Treasurer, the Auditor, the Sher‐
iﬀ, and the Prosecu ng A orney from holding any other
elected public oﬃce during their term of oﬃce, except
the oﬃce of poli cal party precinct commi ee oﬃcer.
FOR: These people are paid to represent over 830,000
ci zens. These are full‐ me jobs. Holding dual public
oﬃces can create conflicts of interest, and compromise
decision‐making.
AGAINST: It does nothing to stop unethical poli cians.
This only removes poten al candidates from your ballot.
It would restrict oﬃcials from holding ANY other elected
posi on, even those which are temporary and/or un‐
paid. If it applies to all elected posi ons, it should apply
to precinct commi ee oﬃcers as well.
The Pierce County Council is also proposing a charter
amendment.

Page 15
struc on with value of more than $25,000. Would
remove the $25,000 threshold and require that the
county use compe ve bidding when required to
do so by state law or county ordinance.
FOR: This would bring Pierce County in line with
State law, which, since 2009, has allowed the use of
county forces and equipment for public works con‐
struc on projects. It would therefore allow the
County to analyze a project and, if it proves cost
eﬀec ve, and within county plans and capabili es,
allow county forces to complete the project. It
would bring us in line with state law and allow sav‐
ings of me and money.
AGAINST: This seeks to eliminate the use of com‐
pe ve bidding, eliminate the use of independent
contractors, and use only county employees. Com‐
pe ve bidding invites compe on, and helps to
secure the best work at the lowest cost.

Proposed Charter Amendment No. 45 - Purchasing, Contracts, Claims and Bonds
This amendment proposes to amend sec on 9.15 of
the Charter, which provides that the County must
use compe ve bidding in all public works con‐

Keeping up with League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County
For those of you who are not on Facebook, look for LWVT‐PC online posts at The Suburban Times, thesub‐
mes.com, and Patch, patch.com. Both of these news sites have become easy to use. For Patch, select your
desired community (Find your Patch) and scroll among the latest Bulle n Board posts.
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Observer Corps Training
By Paula Eismann
One of the many ways League can work to keep the public informed about the “business” of our local governments
is Observer Corps. The Observer Corps is made up of trained members who observe at their public Council
mee ngs. They then report the “business” of our local council mee ngs to the Board and occasionally through an
ar cle in the Voter. Observer Corps helps ensure that ci zens are aware of the decisions that impact their lives and
it promotes government transparency and accountability.
Having done Observer Corps in the past, the League is ready to train interested members again this fall. We encour‐
age you to become a part of this opportunity to educate the public about your community and make the League’s
presence and works known. Looking beyond your local communi es, the Pierce County Council could use an ob‐
server, important because that’s where funding issues regarding Mental Health Services in the County may be de‐
termined, as well as zoning issues throughout the County, and much more.
It’s never too late to get involved. Training will take place early in 2017 and sign‐up sheets will be available at the
November unit mee ngs. We welcome applicants any me. Please contact Paula Eismann for further informa on
and training.

Check out our web site: www.tacomapiercelwv.org

Thank you
to the following members who donated during the membership renewal process.
Terri Baker

Karen For one

Patricia Mail

Dorothy Bremner

Laura Gardner

Mary Mazur

Jean Buhaly

Linda Hanson

Margaret Michaud

Jacki Skaught

Jack Cameron

David Harrowe

Roxanne Miles

Helen Sohlberg

Doris Carlisle

Ruth Ann Hatche

Julie Oﬀner

Kathy Sommers

Nancy Davis

Stella Jones

Sharon Peace Doane and
Haven Doane

Cynthia Stewart

Susan Eidenschink

Mary Kohli

Chris e Perkins

Ann Williams

Ann Elliston

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow and John Tamara Saarinen
Thurlow

Lucinda Wingard

Bobbie Fletcher

Mary Ann Leskie

Ellen Zulauf

Kris Sergienko
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Get Involved! Attend a Unit Meeting and Bring a Friend (or two)
Tacoma
2nd Thursday of the Month
1:00—3:00 pm
Tacoma Police Department, North
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St., Tacoma
Contact: Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com
Southwest Pierce
2nd Friday of the Month
10:00 am to noon
Steilacoom Community Center
2301 Worthington St., Steilacoom
Contact: Ann Elliston, 253‐564‐4102
East Pierce
2nd Saturday of the Month
10:00 am to Noon
Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian, Puyallup
Contact: Ellen Zulauf,
eazul@comcast.net
Gig Harbor-Key Peninsula
2nd Saturday of the Month
2:00—4:00 pm
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor
Contact: Sharon Peace‐Doane, 253‐
265‐0841
For more information, see
www.tacomapiercelwv.org or call
253-272-1495

This Month: October – Ballot Issues
State Ballot Issues
 Ini a ve 735 – Proposed Amendment to the Federal Cons tu‐

on
 Ini a ve 732 – Concerns Carbon Emission Tax
 Ini a ve 1433 – Concerns Labor Standards
 Ini a ve 1464 – Government Accountability Act, Elec ons & Lob‐

bying
 Ini a ve 1491 – Extreme Risk Protec on Orders
 Ini a ve 1501 – Concerns Seniors and Vulnerable Individuals

Protec on

Regional Ballot Issue
Prop. 1—Sound Transit 3 – Expanding Bus and Light Rail Service
Pierce, King & Snohomish Coun es

Pierce County Ballot Issues
 Charter Amendment 41 – Ini a ve Procedures – Signature re‐

quirement
 Charter Amendment 42 – Referendum Procedures – Percentage

of votes cast
 Charter Amendment 43 – Referendum Procedures – Formula ng

referendum
 Charter Amendment 44 – Prohibi on on Holding More than One
Elected Oﬃce
 Charter Amendment 45 – Purchasing, contracts, claims and
bonds

Next Month: November – Pierce County Budget Study
At the November Unit mee ngs, members of the commi ee study‐
ing the Pierce County Budget will share informa on they have gath‐
ered on sources of revenue for Pierce County and the cost of services
provided by Pierce County to its residents. The commi ee will have
consensus mee ngs in the spring.

Last Month: September – Back to League
Its Back to League! The September Unit mee ngs had a fun twist on
the old school tradi on of gathering everyone together to kick oﬀ
the new year. In addi on to receiving new edi ons of the League
handbook and directory, Board members shared a look at where the
League has been and where we are going in the next year. Members
were challenged to bring a guest to this kick oﬀ session for the year
where folks can learn 'all things League.' Winners of the drawing, one
guest and one member, received a $25.00 Amazon gi card.

October 2016

Page 18
LWVT-PC Calendar - September 2016— January 2017

Oct 4
7:00 ‐ 8:30 pm

Candidates Forum LD 25, Summit Wal‐
ler Community

Oct 18

7:00 – 8:30 pm

Mid‐County Community Center
10205 44th Ave East, Tacoma

Oct 5
5:00 ‐ 7:00 pm

Pierce County District 4 Candi‐
dates Forum
University Place Council Chambers
3715 Bridgeport Way West
University Place

Aﬀordable Housing Pierce County Can‐
didates Forum
Milgard Hall, UW Tacoma
1918 Pacific Ave, Tacoma
Co‐sponsored by Sponsored by Tacoma‐
Pierce County Aﬀordable Housing Consor ‐
um and Na onal Alliance on Mental Illness
(NAMI).

Oct 19
6:00 – 8:30 pm

Oct 20
3:00 – 5:00 pm

Ballot Issues Forum
Main Tacoma Public Library,
1102 Tacoma Ave South, Tacoma

Meet and Greet Your Legisla ve
Candidates
LaQuinta Inn
1425 E 27th St, Tacoma
$5; RSVP required; more informa on
in next Voter

Oct 8
East Pierce Unit Mee ng,
10:00 am – noon Ballot Issues
Puyallup Library, 324 S Meridian, Puyallup

Oct 8
2:00—4:00 pm

Oct 20
5:00 – 7:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng,
Ballot Issues
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Oct 12
7:00—8:30 pm

Oct 20
6:30—8:30 pm

Candidates Forum
Meeker Middle School
4402 Nassau Ave NE, Tacoma

State Minimum Wage/Labor Standards
Forum
Carwein Auditorium, UW Tacoma
1754 Commerce St., Tacoma
Co‐sponsored by LWVWA Ed Fund & UW
Tacoma

Oct 13
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Excellence in Aﬀordable Housing
Awards Celebra on, Foss Waterway
Seaport, 705 Dock St, Tacoma

Oct 20
7:00—8:30 pm

Philip Hall, UW Tacoma
1918 Pacific Ave., Tacoma
Co‐sponsored by LWVWA Ed Fund,
NAACP, Teachers United & UW Taco‐
ma

Tacoma Unit Mee ng, Ballot Issues
Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Oct 20
Oct 14
Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
10:00 am—Noon Ballot Issues
Steilacoom Community Center,
2301 Worthington St, Steilacoom

Oct 15
AAUW Ballot Issues Forum
Harbor
History Museum,
10:00 am—Noon

4121 Harborview Dr., Gig Harbor

Supt. of Public Instruc on Candi‐
dates Forum

Oct 25
10:00 am—Noon

Oct 26
10:00 am—2:00
pm

Continued, next page

Deadline for November Voter
LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
League Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Project Homeless Connect
Tacoma Armory,
715 S. 11th St, Tacoma

October 2016
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LWVT-PC Calendar - September 2016— January 2017, Cont’d
Nov 10
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Study of Pierce County Budget
Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Nov 11
10:00 am – noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Study of Pierce County Budget
Steilacoom Community Center,
3201 Worthington St, Steilacoom

Nov 12
10:00 am – noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Study of Pierce County Budget
Puyallup Library
324 S Meridian, Puyallup

Nov 12
2:00 – 4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Study of Pierce County Budget

Dec 3
9:30 am—2:00
pm

Program Planning & Celebra on

Dec 20

Deadline for January Voter

Dec 27
10:00 am—Noon

Jan 12
1:00 – 3:00 pm

First United Methodist Church, 621 Taco‐
ma Ave South, Tacoma

Nov 20

Deadline for December Voter

Nov 22
10:00 am—Noon

LWVWA Ac on Workshop

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng

LWVT‐PC Board Mee ng
League Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
Topic TBD
Tacoma Police Substa on North
5140 N 26th St, Tacoma

Jan 13
10:00 am – noon

Southwest Pierce Unit Mee ng
Topic TBD
Steilacoom Community Center,
3201 Worthington St, Steilacoom

Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

Nov 19
9:00 am – 3:00
pm

First United Methodist Church
621 Tacoma Ave South, Tacoma

Jan 14
10:00 am – noon

East Pierce Unit Mee ng
Topic TBD
Puyallup Library
324 S Meridian, Puyallup

Jan 15
2:00 – 4:00 pm

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Topic TBD
Harbor Place at Co esmore
1016 29th St NW, Gig Harbor

League Oﬃce
621 Tacoma Ave. S., # 202, Tacoma

Jan 20

Deadline for February Voter

Watch Forums Online
The forums that are co‐sponsored by League and UW Tacoma are available within a few days online. Here are two:


Sound Transit 3 forum on September 12: h p://wa‐piercecountytv.civicplus.com/index.aspx?nid=968



County Executive Forum on September 21: h ps://youtu.be/fHsGrsxdsqQ.

For later forums happening before the next Voter, see our web site:
elec ons.html

h p://www.tacomapiercelwv.org/
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LWVTPC Board Members

President

Ruth Ann Hatche

253‐864‐7556 ; ruthann6257@msn.com

1st Vice President

Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow

253‐924‐0288; lyzkurnitz@harbornet.com

2nd Vice President

Cheryl Mann

252‐851‐6266; Larch@gci.net

Secretary

Julie Oﬀner

253‐432‐4407; oﬀner.julie@gmail.com

Treasurer

Susan Eidenschink

253‐365‐4005; susaneiden@harbornet.com

Directors:

Ingrid Cur s

253‐862‐7865; Ltcolrwc@comcast.net

Roxanne Miles

253‐222‐1918 ;milespurpose@centurylink.net

Judy Payne

253‐770‐5569; judyann.payne@gmail.com

Ginny Peterson

253‐568‐1011 ; ginnypete_1897@msn.com

Julio Quan

253‐238‐9161; julioquan1@gmail.com

Cynthia Stewart

360‐413‐1210; stewdahl@comcast.net

John Thurlow

253‐219‐1617; johnthurlow@harbornet.com

Join the Tacoma—Pierce County League of Women Voters !
The League of Women Voters of Tacoma – Pierce County invites you to join us!
Any person, age 16 or older, male or female may become a member.
Yes, I’d like to become a Member of the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County.
This application also entitles me to full membership in and mailings of the Washington State
and National League of Women Voters (LWVWA and LWVUS)
Membership for one year for an individual is $75 (for two members of a household - $112.50). Student membership is
$37.50.
There are also special memberships that will help League even more and will be given special recognition: LWV Suffragist, $500.00; LWV Advocate, $250.00; and LWV Supporter, $150.00.
Please indicate the type of membership you desire. We have scholarship memberships available at this time. Membership dues are NOT tax deductible. Contributions to the Education Fund (by separate check made out to the Education
Fund of LWVT-PC, and they are tax deductible) and/or the General Fund are welcome.
Name
Address

Phone ______________________Email _____________________
_______________________________ City ______________________State __________Zip __________

Type of Membership: ____________________

Comments: _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to:

League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce County, 621 Tacoma Avenue South, Tacoma, WA 98402-2301

