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Do you have old League “stuff”
tucked under a bed or in a closet?
For an exhibit at the upcoming
June Convention we're looking for
materials that show the accomplishments of our League over the
years--photos, buttons, letters,
early studies, event programs and
especially Annual Meeting
Programs. Please contact
ginnypete_1897@msn.com to let
us know what you are able to share for this display.

Do you know someone who should be Nominated for the League
Good Citizen Award that will be presented at State Convention?
The Committee needs your input by March 15
Our League is proud to host the 2019 Washington State Conven on, June 6‐9, at the Murano Hotel in downtown Taco‐
ma. The host League has the privilege of selec ng one or two people to receive the Good Ci zen Award that will be pre‐
sented there. Rosa Franklin, long‐ me League member and State Representa ve, received the award in 2009. This is an
opportunity to honor a special person (or possibly an organiza on), but also to bring recogni on to our community and our
League.
If you know a Pierce County resident who meets the criteria listed below, please nominate her/him using the nomina on
form available below.
Please describe how the nominee meets these criteria. (N.B. They don’t need to meet every criterion)
* Resident of Pierce County.

* Advocacy for be er government, educa on, etc.

* Demonstrated civility in public discourse.

* Uphold values of LWV by ac ve service to communi es.

* Current or past service in public oﬃce, a commission, an agency or an organiza on.
* Not currently a candidate for elec ve oﬃce

Nomina on forms can be found here and are due to Ruth Ann Hatche by March 15, 2019
Ruthann6257@msn.com
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In the Units
Transporta on, Transit, Planning and More

March Unit Mee ngs

Our March Unit mee ngs will feature a presenta on on state and local transporta on plans focusing on
Pierce County. What is the status of Pierce Transit? Sound Transit? What are the key projects? What
about roads?

April Unit Mee ngs

Legisla ve Update

Susan Eidenschink and Cynthia Stewart will give an update on State Legisla ve ac on. The 108‐day
session has been much busier than usual and a number of major issues are being addressed. Our unit
mee ngs will be close to the final cut‐oﬀ on April 17 and scheduled end on April 28.“

February Unit Mee ngs:
Several of our Unit mee ngs were cancelled because of heavy February snows (I hardly ever get to
write that here in the Puget Sound area!!) Paula Eismann has shared that she will be trying to resched‐
ule Ned Wi ng’s presenta on on the Be er Angels organiza on for May when our Mee ng schedule
calls for a Unit Choice program. Something for other Unit Leaders to think about??

When and Where do our Units Meet?
2nd Wednesday
6:30 ‐ 8:30 pm
Virtual Mee ng

2nd Thursday
1:00 ‐ 3:00
Tacoma Mee ng

2nd Friday
10:00 ‐ Noon
Southwest Pierce

2nd Saturday
10:00 ‐ Noon
East Pierce

h ps://zoom.us
Click on "Join Mtg"
Mee ng code:
306‐690‐395

N. Tacoma Police
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St

Steilacoom
Community Ctr.
2301 Worthington

Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian

Contact:
Wendes Jones
wendesj@yahoo.com

Contact:
Chris e Perkins
edadvocate@me. com

Contact:
Alison McCaﬀree
alison.mccaﬀree
@ stanfordalumni.org

Contact:
Paula Eismann
peismann60@
comcast.net

3rd Saturday
10:30 ‐ 12:30
Gig Harbor‐
Key Peninsula
Herons Key
4340 Borgen Blvd.
Gig Harbor North
Contact:
Julie Oﬀner
oﬀner.julie@
gmail.com

The League of Women Voters is grateful to our February Donors
Including a large Anonymous gift and for the ongoing Support of the
following community organizations.

The Voter March 2019

Page

2

Message from our President: Cynthia Stewart
In last month’s Voter, I wished you good weather. Wow, did we have the opposite! Maybe
March will bring good weather with the advent of spring.
March is Na onal Women’s History Month and includes Interna onal Women’s Day on March
8. We are lucky to have such rich history here in Tacoma/Pierce County. Our League is now 99
years old! Some of you are researching our history for the State League conven on display and
learning a lot about what we’ve done. When the display is ready, we will all learn from your
work. I am confident it will make us all very proud.
This year’s theme of Interna onal Women’s Day is #Balance for Be er. It’s a call to ac on for
driving gender balance across the world. We haven’t organized any event for Interna onal Wom‐
en’s Day but we can all recognize the date with individual ac on to show apprecia on for women in tradi onally male careers,
women in poli cs, and women who serve as our spokespeople for gender equality. Tell someone else about Women’s Equality
Day on March 8 and thank someone you know who’s made a diﬀerence and contributed to women’s equality.
And the first Friday in March, March 1, is Employee Apprecia on Day. Our League doesn’t have employees, but we sure do have
workers, so many volunteers! As a true grass‐roots organiza on, we are lucky to have such ac ve members, who organize our
mee ngs and forums, register voters, organize and staﬀ tables at events, staﬀ our oﬃce, research and distribute TRYs, conduct
studies, observe oﬃcial mee ngs, contact elected oﬃcials, and so much more! So on March 1, my hat is oﬀ to all of you. Thank
you for what you do! You are all appreciated so very much.
For more informa on about these significant dates, see h ps://womenshistorymonth.gov/ ,
h ps://na onalwomenshistoryalliance.org/, and h ps://www.interna onalwomensday.com/.

We Welcome our new League Members:
Alissa & Zereck Jones

In Memoriam: Doris Carlisle

Linda Hood

by Susan Eidenschink

Doris Carlisle, an Honorary League member, died on January 21, at the age of 80. She
joined the League of Women Voters in 1965 and was an active member for most of that
time. She attended Unit meetings regularly and was passionate about learning, education
and sharing what she learned with others. When she and her husband, Dale, were in Japan
with the Air Force, Doris taught English classes and learned to appreciate the Japanese
culture. She was especially fond of ikebana flower arranging. After returning to the US in
the 1960s, Doris and Dale lived at Dash Point in NE Tacoma and Doris completed her
Masters’ Degree at the University of Washington. She volunteered with Pierce County’s
Juvenile Diversion Program and served on the Board of the W.W. Seymour Botanical
Conservatory Foundation.
Doris, along with League members Kathy Sommers, Kris Sergienko, Linda Olson, Eugenia Fairbanks, Jill Barkley,
Edith Sharman, and Ann Duppenthaler, started a Unit in Dash Point with especially energetic and educational meetings. Even after a stroke in the 1970s, Doris, with help from Dale, remained active in the League and other groups. I
remember her participating in Tacoma Unit meeting during the 2000s, and even coming to the League office when it
was on Broadway. Kathy remembers Doris as being witty and brilliant and never losing her zest for life. Kris remembers her as always treating life as a gift to be opened, cherished and thoroughly enjoyed. A celebration of Doris’ life
will be held on Sunday, March 3, 2019, at 2 pm at the Browns Point Improvement Club, 201 Ton A Wan Da Ave
NE, Tacoma.
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Observer Corps Report Highlights
January - February 2019
Our Observer Corps volunteers attend local government meetings, follow government action and provide written
reports on what is happening in our Pierce County Communities. We thank them for their faithful service.
Contact Paula Eismann, Coordinator, for information on how to join the Corps
peismann60@comcast.net

Click on Any Title to Read the Full Report or here to see all reports on our Website

Pierce County Council - January 15: by Lydia Zepeda
Alloca on of funds for Historic Preserva on. Board appointments. Concerns re Washington State Hospital’s proposed change
from mostly civilly commi ed pa ents to primarily forensic. What will State provide to house and treat the current civil pa ents
who will be discharged into Pierce County communi es? Will this be adequate?

Pierce County Council – Committee on Economic & Infrastructure Development: Jan. 22: by JoAnne Mansfield-Gales
Proposals regarding infrastructure within County: Roads, Water Systems, several pipelines

Pierce County Council – February 12: by Lydia Zepeda
A variety of proposals were presented. At the ci zen's forum a member of the homeless coali on spoke on the need for aﬀorda‐
ble housing and encouraged Council to support HB1406 SB 5646

Port of Tacoma Commission – January 24: by Rosemary Powers
Port of Tacoma Commission – February 7: by Rosemary Powers
Updates on cruise ships, Ci zens for a Healthy Bay (collabora ng on pollu on control in Commencement Bay), approvals of com‐
mission interna onal travel, economic development fund use, and proposed lease of space in Fabulich Center. Discussion of Port
involvement, and proposed work plan for the inter‐governmental Tideflats Subarea planning process.

Puyallup City Council – January 8: Nancy Dahl
Priori za on of 2019 work plan line items; downtown development plan; bikes on sidewalks ordinance.

Puyallup School Board – January 22: JoAnne Mansfield-Gales
Board discussed HB267; also Volunteer Thought Exchange website; Dual Language Program and other issues

Puyallup City Council – January 29: Nancy Dahl
2019 City Work Plan approved; discussed Bikes on Sidewalks ordinance and changing form of City Government to “strong
mayor” structure. Issue of Homeless Services Zoning was not addressed at this mee ng.

Puyallup City Council – February 12: Nancy Dahl
In the face of significant opposi on, the Council backed oﬀ approval to hold special elec on on changing the form of City Govern‐
ment. (See notes on Jan 29 mee ng) Ci zen Ballot Ini a ve process will take its course. Further discussion of Bicycles on Side‐
walks ordinance. Included as part of this report is a list of addi onal public discussion sessions.

Many Maps, One Voice plays in Olympia
“One person can make a diﬀerence” Ginny Peterson and Alison McCaﬀree of LWV
Tacoma ‐ Pierce County joined LWVWA Ed Fund Treasurer R. Peggy Smith, LWV Mason
Co President Cindy Shoots and about 25 others at a lively recep on before the play
Many Maps, One Voice on Friday February 15th. The play, produced by our League’s
Alison McCaﬀree, portrays the life of Alison's grandmother, Mary Ellen McCaﬀree, a
life‐ me League member, four‐term state representa ve, and driving force in the
ba le to finally redistrict Washington 70 years a er statehood. "Fabulous," "Inspiring"
and "caught the emo on of a dedicated legislator perfectly" were only a few of the
comments. Dignitaries in a endance also included Former US Senator Slade Gorton,
former State Senator Karen Fraser and former Secretaries of State, Ralph Munroe and Sam Reed. The play will be performed again on
April 6th and 7th at the Snohomish PUD Auditorium. Tickets are on sale here: h ps://www.brownpaper ckets.com/event/4060433. If
you would like to bring the play to your area, please contact Alison at alison.mccaﬀree@stanfordalumni.org
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League Calendar—March 2019
March is Women’s History Month Share your League Story with other Women
Fri Mar 1

1:00‐3:00

March 2019
Finance & Sustainability Commi ee

League Oﬃce

2019‐2020 Budget Recommenda ons

Thu Mar 7

2:30 ‐ 4

Info at milespurpose2@comcast.net
Book Discussion Group: How Democra‐
cies Die

University Place Library
3609 Market Place
Steilacoom Community Center

Fri Mar 8

10:00 ‐ noon

For info: nancy.dahl@comcast.net
Steilacoom Unit Mee ng

Sat Mar 9

10:00 ‐ noon

Puyallup Unit mee ng

Puyallup Library

Wed Mar 13

6:30‐8:30

Virtual Unit Mee ng

See In the Units, page 2

Thu Mar 14

1:00‐3:00

Tacoma Unit Mee ng

N. Tacoma Police Substa on

Sat Mar 16
Sat Mar 16

10:30‐12:30
3:00‐5:00

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Forum on Post‐Census Redistric ng

Thu Mar 21
Sat Mar 30

Thu Apr 4

Wed Apr 10
Thu Apr 11
Fri Apr 12
Sat Apr 13
Thu Apr 18
Sat Apr 20

Herons Key ‐ Anchor Room
Downtown Tacoma Library
Olympic Room
1102 Tacoma Ave. S., Tacoma
2:00
Board Mee ng
Board Oﬃce
2:00‐4:00
Forum on Post‐Census Redistric ng
Moore Library
215 S. 56th Ave., Tacoma
April 2019
(This informa on is preliminary ‐Look for Final Details in the April Voter)
2:30‐ 4
Book Discussion Group: Undocument‐
Kings Books
ed: How Immigra on became Illegal
218 St. Helens St. Tacoma
For info: nancy.dahl@comcast.net
6:30‐8:30
Virtual Unit Mee ng
See In the Units, page 2
1:00‐3:00
Tacoma Unit Mee ng
N. Tacoma Police Substa on
10:00 ‐ noon Steilacoom Unit Mee ng
Steilacoom Community Center
10:00 ‐ noon Puyallup Unit mee ng
Puyallup Library
2:00
Board Mee ng
League Oﬃce
10:30‐12:30
Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng
Herons Key ‐ Anchor Room

SAVE the DATE
June 6‐9th,
2019

Washington League of Women Voters
State Conven on

Hotel Murano
Tacoma

100 years of Study and Ac on:
Keeping our League History Alive: Share Your Stories in the Voter
Have something you want to see in the Voter? Have a League story to tell? Our 100th anniversary is coming up, so right now is
the me to tell it. Though I have been honored with the responsibility of edi ng the Voter, I’m a rela ve newcomer to the League; I’ve
only been a member for 4 years. Even over that short me I’ve discovered the League is a very deep organiza on with lots of stories,
community services, history, tradi ons and opportuni es to become involved—if only we knew them. I’m a newbie, I certainly don’t
know them all, but you, our members, know everything. Maybe not as individuals, but collec vely you do. And even if you personally
don’t know, you know who to ask !
As we move into our Hundredth Year, I want to urge all of you, but par cularly those with many years of League experience, to
jot down your stories and gather your souvenirs, bu ons, newspaper clippings, and so forth from years past, so you can share them all
with our members through the Voter. My goal is to print some nugget from our League’s hundred years of history in each month’s Voter.
Please contact me to get more informa on. My phone number is in our Directory; my email is ginnypete_1897@msn.com.
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March Member Spotlight

Jacki Skaught

I was born in Port Angeles as Lorraine Celia Zweig, but at age 7 I acquired the nickname Jacki. At
age 8 we moved to Puyallup where I lived until I graduated from Puyallup High. Then came college,
a BS degree in Theology and childhood’s end.
As an adult, I feel like I've lived several different lives.. My first was as a Children’s Librarian, a
spouse, and mother of two foster teenagers. That was when I joined the League, but I wasn't very
involved as our family moved to Africa for three years, a unique and enlightening experience. When
we came back, I rejoined the League and became the Tacoma City Government monitor. It was a
growth experience. I went from being terrified to meet even the City Manager to walking the halls
of the Legislature and speaking easily to Senators and Representatives. League membership opened doors for me in government, business and the non-profit arena. The League helped me find my strengths and passions. I had extraordinary opportunities, especially serving as the only women appointed to the committee charged with building the Tacoma Dome. Nine guys
and me… with great staff support… built an icon on budget and on time.
My second adult life began in 1985, as a single mom working for the City of Tacoma in Economic Development. This was in
the infancy of that field so we had great flexibility in designing our projects and programs. With visionary leaders at the helm,
I flourished. I made movies, implemented a proactive international trade program, hosted an NCAA tournament, and more.
And along with this work I was mother to my two amazing and fun kids, running them between French horn, piano, drum
and ballet lessons, to performances and field trips. I attended Seattle University earning a Master's Degree in Not for Profit
Management. The next job was the best. I served as the first Economic Development Manager for the City of Kent, bringing
the Kent Station development to fruition.
Adult Life Number 3 started on a high note with the birth of my first grandson, Kael, followed in a few years by two more
grandsons. I had some hit and miss jobs, moved to Portland and then back to Tacoma. I finally landed at the Washington
State Department of Commerce, which introduced me to bureaucracy like I had never seen before plus a long, uncomfortable
commute. At the same time my beautiful, talented, intelligent daughter was diagnosed with Bipolar Disorder, which added
challenges to her life and to mine.
My fourth (and current) life officially started January 3rd, 2018. I was all set to retire when the tragic Amtrak train accident
occurred on I-5, December 15, 2017. I didn’t make it to work that day, but it cemented my resolve to resign the job and end
the dangerous commute to Olympia. My current life is living enthusiastically and with purpose on a new path, being involved in my community and seeking out opportunities to make a difference. The fog that surrounded me in 2018 has lifted.
I'm Jacki Skaught, the person with many names and a very good life.

Book Review

– by Nancy Dahl

The Line Becomes a River: Dispatches from the Border by Francisco Cantú
Mr. Cantú, a biracial Hispanic‐American, was born in the American southwest and raised by his mother, the
daughter of a Mexican immigrant. Trying to come to terms with his Hispanic heritage and the American a tudes
about immigrants, Cantú studied Interna onal Rela ons at university. S ll haunted by his feelings, he joined the
Border Patrol to try to understand what was really happening.
As a Border Patrol Agent, he and his team track other humans in the desert, retrieve the bodies of those who did not survive and arrest
those who did. To be able do this, Cantu had to suppress his personal empathy for the people he encountered and their stories. Though he
became a competent oﬃcer, enforcing the laws and staying in the Border Patrol for four years, eventually his nightmares become debili‐
ta ng and he fears he may go insane if he does not leave the border world and rejoin civilian life to heal himself.
Later, working in a coﬀee bar and back in school, he meets an older man, a Mexican undocumented immigrant who has been in the US for
30 years and works in the same plaza as Cantu. They develop a close friendship while sharing breakfast each day. When Cantu’s friend finds
out his mother, s ll in Mexico, is dying, he decides he must see her before she passes. Cantú warns him of how hard it will be to come back
to his wife and children in the US. The border has changed tremendously since his friend’s first crossing from Mexico. It is through his deep
desire to help his friend and his family that Cantu really learns the other side of the border story.
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Commi ees?!?!

Why Yes, we have some of Those……………..

At last December’s Program Planning mee ng, a number of individuals joined together to create
new Work Commi ees. One was on Aﬀordable Housing, another on Local Journalism and a third,
on Climate Change. That last one has been ac ve for a while but only brought to our members’
a en on at the mee ng. Of course the League has other Commi ees, like the Finance and Sus‐
tainability group and the Conven on Commi ee with its sub‐commi ees for League History, Dé‐
cor, Swag Bags, and the Conven on Shoppe; they’re noted on the next page. With this issue of the
Voter we’re star ng a new column devoted just to news from our Commi ees. The column won’t
appear in every Voter, and diﬀerent months will highlight the ac vi es of diﬀerent Commi ees,
but we will try to keep you, our readers, abreast of what is happening in our League and how you
can be personally involved. (You DO want to be involved, don’t you?) This month we introduce
the three Commi ees that were formalized at our December mee ng.

Shelter Committee

formerly the Affordable Housing Committee

Responding to our County’s drama c increase in homelessness, Shelter was iden fied as a priority topic at the December
Program Planning mee ng. A small group of interested members came together on January 28th and Feb 4th to discuss a
League response. All are welcome to join our mee ngs going forward or to contribute informa on if you are unable to
a end in person. See our contact informa on at the end of this ar cle.
The Shelter Commi ee is proposing a Study to update the League’s exis ng Aﬀordable Housing Policy (Posi on?), to focus
par cularly on the experience of residents with extremely low income (30% or less of the median) Our goal is to ensure
that the League Posi on going forward reflects a clean and current understanding of the challenges they face. Most broad‐
ly, we aim to iden fy promising approaches for policy and community responses related to shelter.
If the Study Update is approved, we hope to iden fy educa on and ac on opportuni es that can move Pierce County from
a region of escala ng homelessness to one oﬀering a ainable shelter for all.
If you are interested in joining this work, please contact Commi ee Chair Theresa Power‐Dru s. If you reach out via email,
we will send our background documents and the notes from our first 2 mee ngs.
Contact Theresa at tpdru s@nctacoma.org

The Journalism Study Group

Preserving Local Journalism

Since our Program Planning mee ng in December, our Journalism Study Group has been collec vely researching this
topic. We are mee ng as a Commi ee for the first me on Friday, March 1, at 10 am at the Panera Bakery next to Taco‐
ma Mall. We invite all interested League members to join us there. The group currently includes Carol Rikerd, Bev
Isenson and Nancy Dahl, our coordinator. We are assembling our research informa on in a OneNote Notebook,
especially focusing on local and US‐wide ac ons intended to assure that American democracy con nues to be informed
by well‐researched and verified informa on through local journalism.
While there is much that is worrying about the current media situa on (including the recent re rement of the long‐term
publisher and execu ve editor of the Tacoma News Tribune and his replacement by a person who already manages sev‐
eral other McClatchy‐owned papers), there are some posi ve ini a ves as well, like the crea on of a Philadelphia Foun‐
da on called the Ins tute for Journalism in New Media. We hope this and other new ideas can provide models for the
future of local journalism. To join our group or if you would like access to our OneNote bibliography, contact Nancy Dahl
(nkdahl66@hotmail.com)
Ar cle Con nued on Page 8
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We have a Climate Change Ac on Team‐‐Let's Act!
At the Program Planning mee ng in December, six members joined to form a “Climate Change Ac on” group and have been work‐
ing ever since. Our first step, develop a strategic plan for LWVT‐PC ac ons in 2019. As of this wri ng, the commi ee includes
Keitha Bryson, Donna Ewing, Marianne Seifert, Marty Webb, Lucinda Wingard, and Ned Wi ng.
The topic is huge. As Marianne noted at our first get‐together “The general percep on is that the problem is just too big for indi‐
viduals to make a diﬀerence,” She suggests that we be guided by the League’s Climate Change Toolkit “so we don’t have to rein‐
vent the wheel.” While the road to League Ac on usually follows a pa ern of Study, Consensus, Posi on, Ac on, our Na onal
League has already drawn up a formal posi on on Climate Change. That made it easy for our Commi ee to leverage oﬀ their posi‐
on and move directly into the Ac on phase.
There’s no lack of resource material on the facts of climate change. For a start, Donna suggests looking at the latest Sierra Club
magazine, “The Climate Change Adapta on Issue.” Lucinda prefers the wonky PDF document available at the Chris an Science
Monitor’s website CSMonitor.com/ClimateChangeTimeline.
For each month’s Voter, we hope to give our readers “the latest” in resources for Ac on here in Pierce County, while the com‐
mi ee as a whole plans poten al ac vi es and educa onal events for LWVT‐PC.
Our group meets electronically. We welcome more League members to join us in this conversa on. Contact Lucinda Wingard
wingardJL@comcast.net or Marianne Seifert mspo ery22@gmail.com to get on our email round, or simply to give sugges ons!

Mul ple Commi ees Working on 2019 State Conven on Prep
Although the Conven on won’t start un l June, our local Conven on Commi ee has already been work‐
ing for nearly 6 months to make hotel and catering arrangements, invite Banquet speakers, and plan
both a Kick‐Oﬀ Recep on at the State History Museum and a “Pink Tea” on Saturday a ernoon. A par‐
allel Commi ee at LWVWA is planning the Business and Educa onal programming. Ruth Ann Hatche is
preparing for the Good Ci zen Award. If you know someone who should be honored for their contribu‐
ons to our community, take a look at the Call for Nomina ons on the front page of this Voter.
Our History Commi ee, is also hard at work. Made up of some of our most experienced members in‐
cluding Nancy Pearson, Mary Kohli, Ruth Ann Hatche , Jacki Skaught and others, they are researching
the highlights of our 100+ years of Tacoma League history and crea ng a display piece. Every local
League across Washington has been invited to bring a similar history piece to display in the Conven on
Hall.
Another Commi ee is focused on Décor. Right now the Pavilion at the Murano Hotel is just a very big
empty space. We hope to transform it into an invi ng environment embodying the Conven on Theme,
Looking Back ‐ Moving Forward. The Decor Commi ee is headed by Ginny Peterson, who would love to
hear from you with your great ideas. Ginny is also planning the Swag Bags for Conven on Delegates and
accumula ng goodies to put inside them. Please plan on a ending a mid‐May bag‐stuﬃng party. More
details in the April Voter. Also on our agenda is a Conven on Shop. While this is s ll early in the plan‐
ning stages, we envision a modest selec on of items with Suﬀragist, League and patrio c themes in
diﬀerent price ranges. If you have retail experience or would like to have a hand in running this short‐
term shop, please contact Ginny Peterson at ginnypete_1897@msn.com As we approach the Conven‐
on date we will be recrui ng volunteers for the Registra on desk and the Conven on floor. To ex‐
plore any of these opportuni es, contact Ruth Ann Hatche at ruthann6257@msn.com
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News You Can Use
Share your Story with League Members - Publish it in the Voter
Stories, Ar cles and Announcements from individual members or Commi ees for publica on in the Voter can be submi ed to
Ginny Peterson, Editor, at ginnypete_1897@msn.com. They are due by the 20th of each month. The Voter is published 11 mes
a year, with a combined Issue for July & August. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity or content. We appreciate ar cles
about League ac vi es and events, past and present, as well as informa on about Studies, exis ng Posi ons proposed changes,
and news from other Leagues around the State and across the country.

Volunteers needed for Voter Registra on, Saturday, March 9
The League will have a booth at the Interfaith Women's Conference, Saturday March 9th. We are looking for at least four volun‐
teers to register voters and provide informa on to a endees. Please choose either a morning or a ernoon shi . Contact Ruth
Ann Hatche , Ruthann6257@msn.com
Interfaith Women’s Conference
Saturday, March 9, 2019
8:00 a.m. ‐ 5:00 p.m.
Cur s Jr. High School
University Place

Call for LWV Ballot Processing Program Coordinator for 2019 Elections
Last year the League was asked to observe ballot processing for each Pierce County election. In part this was because
of our position as a nonpartisan organization in an all-too-partisan world. Sharon Wilhelm has been Program Coordinator; her term ended with the April Special Election. We are seeking a new Coordinator for the 2019 election year.
The Coordinator should be in place no later than June to participate in recruiting additional Observers for the 2019
elections and facilitate their training by Office of Elections personnel. This year’s elections start with the August Primaries. Sharon is available to answer questions and provide coaching for our new Coordinator. Please contact Ruth
Ann Hatchett ruthann6257@msn.com if you are interested in learning more about this volunteer opportunity.

2019 Democracy Lobby Day in Olympia on February 21 was a high-energy Success
Over 150 par cipants represen ng 35 legisla ve districts assembled in the Capitol Building to prepare themselves
with objec ves and approaches for the day’s events. Legislators and government oﬃcials also spoke on their priori es
and commitment to enhancing democracy. The League’s experienced contract lobbyists, Pam Crone and Nancy
Sapiro, provided guidance on eﬀec ve communica on with busy Legislators. Then we met with our own legislators
emphasizing the importance of democracy‐enhancing bills currently in the legisla ve process. They seemed genuinely
gra fied to speak with cons tuents and interested in what we had to say. We also got some insight into their decision
processes. Some par cipants took me to listen in on commi ee hearings and observe the legislature in session. The
experience was a reminder of how complex the governing process is, and the many values and interests our elected
oﬃcials must balance.
The Voter March 2019

Page 9

Highlights of the February 22, 2019 Board Meeting—Julie Offner, Secretary
Nominating Committee: Committee Chair, Nancy Pearson, and Betty Devereux, described their work to retain
existing Board members and recruit new ones. They surveyed current Board members in our meeting to create a
list of skills desired in 2019-20 Board candidates.
Finances: Treasurer Sharon Peace-Doane reviewed January income and expenses. All within expected range.
Two new members for a total of 148.
Program Planning:
Proposed State Studies: Forms covering the 2 issues proposed for study by the State League are due to LWVWA
by 2/28. Our proposals are for 1) review of the Constitutional requirement for a 60% supermajority vote to pass
school bonds and 2) Causes of Incarceration and Barriers to Reentry Following Incarceration. Completed forms
will be circulated thru the Board for comment.
Proposed Local Studies:
1) Preserving the Quality of Journalism, Chair: Nancy Dahl, currently collecting information
2) Affordable Housing Policy: Chair: Theresa Power-Drutis. At the March Board meeting, they plan to
propose a change to League’s existing AHP position plus a scope of work for their update.
3) Climate Change: Chair: Lucinda Wingard. An April forum is planned with another group. The CC
team has been asked to submit a scope of work for the next program year, to be reviewed by the Board
before a vote at the next Annual Meeting. Lucinda requested that Committee-provided information about
Climate Change be published in each month’s Voter.
4) Mental Health & Childhood Poverty: Update of the MH Study has been deferred to the 2020-2021
program year, pending updates to statutes and ongoing mental health service reorganization throughout
the State. No study or action has been proposed on Childhood Poverty.
Finance & Sustainability: Roxanne Miles reviewed a process flow chart describing how the League processes
donations for the TRY and other activities. Responsibilities of our 2 Treasurers (for the Education Fund and General Fund), and of the President were outlined. Sponsors contributing $250 or more and also grantors will be
recognized in the TRY and/or The Voter.
Fund Raising Preference Survey: Roxanne presented a draft survey to be published in The Voter, and also
distributed at March Unit meetings, to gauge member preferences on options for internal fund raising. It
was the sense of the Board that we should proceed with the survey.
Investment Policy and Account Structure: The Board approved some changes to our investment ac
counts. The term Cameron Account will now be the name of the account previously called the Education
Fund. This account was started as an endowment with a donation from the Cameron family. The
principal is held and we can only access the interest. We will establish a second, properly named, Educa
tion Fund Savings Account to hold excess income, especially from multi-year grants. We already have a
General Fund Savings Account. These investment funds are with Vanguard Investments and are con
servatively managed for the League by member Donald Eismann. We can write checks from these ac
counts and deposit into our checking accounts with Board approval.
Member Recruitment: Board discussed a recruitment program for March, National Women’s History Month.
We will contact existing and potential members using email, The Voter, EventBrite postings, Facebook
and website links to the EventBrite events portal. Key events such as International Women’s Day, Write a
Letter of Appreciation Day, and Common Courtesy Day will be highlighted.
GTCF Office Visit: Roxanne reported that the visit by Greater Tacoma Community Fdn. (one of our grantors) went well and our Annual Report was well received. The Foundation is in transition and won’t
make competitive grants in 2019, possibly not in 2020. There is no deadline to spend unused grant funds.
2019 Convention: Charlene Franz reported on plans for the State Convention in June. She explained that the
State League controls the program; we play a support role. All local Washington Leagues have been asked to
create a display highlighting their history. Ours is the oldest League in the State. Ruth Ann Hatchett continues to
be the focal point for Convention volunteers. Please let her know if and when you (and others) can volunteer
since there will be many roles to fill (registration, credentials, greeters, floor managers, and more). We will need
everyone.
The Voter March 2019
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2019 TRY – Our Directory of Elected Officials

by Susan Eidenschink

The 2019 TRY is available. You can pick one up at your local library, come to the office to get
one or more, or ask that a copy be sent to you. Many League members helped to research the
contents, proof read, and arrange the contents. We met to discuss how the TRY might be made
more readable and clear. League members who helped with this process were Nancy Dahl, Susan Eidenschink, Paula Eismann, Ruth Ann Hatchett, Diane Kerlin, Lyz KurnitzThurlow, Christie
Perkins, Carol Rikerd, Cynthia Steward, and Lydia Zepeda. We also asked two new members,
Emily Medley Smith and Adam A Smith, to use their expertise to help us design the cover and
also the maps to designate municipal districts in Tacoma and county, state, and federal districts
in Pierce County. We welcome your comments on the changes that were made in the 2019 TRY.
The 2019 TRY is dedicated to John Thurlow, who was a former editor of the League Directory of
Elected Officials.
Distribution of the 2019 TRYs involves bundling and transporting over 6000 to governmental and non-profit organizations throughout the county. This is a big job. The following League members volunteered their help in
this process: Terri Baker, Ingrid Curtis, Susan Eidenschink, Paula Eismann, Donna Ewing, David Harrowe, Ruth
Ann Hatchett, Nancy Howe, Aviva Lemberger, Mary Kohli, Cynthia Lorch, Julie Offner, Judy Payne, Christie Perkins, Ginny Peterson, Julio Quan, and Marty Webb.

Thank you to everyone who helped

Community Events Honoring Suﬀragist History
Join Us for a presentation of
History of Women in the Workplace

The Tacoma Historical Society is getting a new
name. On March 7 the organization will become the
Tacoma Her Story Society. The name change is in
conjunction with a new museum exhibit, “Her Story: Tacoma’s Women of Destiny,” recognizing
the upcoming centennial of the passage of the Nineteenth Amendment. The exhibit highlights over 75
women whose historic roles have been overlooked,
or who are now making and writing history. Located at the Society’s museum at 919 Pacific Avenue,
the exhibit (and the name) will continue through
September 7, 2019. A book,”Leading Ladies, 21
of Tacoma’s Women of Destiny” has been published to accompany this exhibit. Admission to the
exhibit is Free. The museum is open Wednesday
thru Saturday, 11 to 4.
The Voter March 2019

Alice Miller is the monthly guest speaker at the Tacoma Histor‐
ical Society. She will examine 100 years of the history of wom‐
en in the workforce. Presented with actual clothing, ar facts
and histories of local women.
March 11, 7:00 pm
Murray Board Room
Wheelock Student Center
University of Puget Sound
Free
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Raising Funds so League can do more Good in our Community
Please Take this Survey
Each year the Units donate baskets for our December Program Planning Mee ng and our June Annual
Mee ng. The League has benefited greatly from this commitment and winning a basket has become part of
the tradi on at these mee ngs. The Finance and Sustainability Commi ee has been asked to evaluate oth‐
er op ons for a fun and easy way to support League opera ons since it has been suggested that Units may
spend more pu ng the baskets together than we raise on the Raﬄe (about $250‐300 per raﬄe). What do you think?
____ Keep the Baskets the same as they are now
____ Do a 50‐50 Raﬄe. The winner takes half the Ki y
____ Just Pass the Hat and collect dona ons
____ Set the desserts aside for a Dessert Auc on; They won’t be part of the PotLuck feast
____ Have folks bring an individual Goody Bag to donate (target <$20). Everyone pay $20 to par cipate in this Grab‐Bag
type event
My other idea is : ______________________________________________________________________
To Reply, copy the ques ons and paste them into a new email message addressed to Roxanne
(Milespurpose2@comcast.net). Type your answers into the new message and send to her by March 30. Thanks

Our Community Partners' March Events
About this Calendar: This calendar lists information about a variety of events sponsored by our partner organizations. While we do not research these events, we urge you to use the contact information provided to look into them
yourself. Thank You -Ed.

Date

Time

Event and Sponsor

Loca on

10:00 am‐
3:00 pm
March 7 thru 11:00 am‐
Sept 7
4:00 pm
Mon‐Sat
Fri Mar 8
6:00 pm

South Sound Sustainability Expo – Free
Info at southsoundsustainabilityexpo.org
Tacoma’s Women of Des ny
A Display of Womens’ HERstory at their downtown Muse‐
um
Meaningful Movies – Gig Harbor Free ‐ dona ons accepted
The Rights of Nature
Meaningfulmovies.org/gig‐harbor

Tacoma Conven on Ctr.
1500 Commerce St. Tacoma
Tacoma Historical Society
919 Pacific Ave, Tacoma

Sat Mar 9

Mental Health First Aid Class ‐ Free ‐ For Info & Registra‐
on monetcraton@chifranciscan.org
Dinner & Panel Discussion: Post‐McCleary Challenges in
WA School Funding ‐ Tacoma City Club $15‐25
Purchase ckets on EventBrite
Meaningful Movies – Tacoma Free, dona ons accepted
Trickledown Town
Meaningfulmovies.org/tacoma
Tacoma Refugee Choir Fundraiser ‐

Pierce County Library Ad‐
min Ctr.
Univ. of Puget Sound
Wheelock Student Ctr.
Upper Marshall Rm
Ctr. For Spiritual Living
206 North J Street Tacoma

Sat Mar 2

Wed Mar 20

6:00‐8:15

Fri Mar 22

6:30

Sat Mar 23

6:30

“Everyone can Love Someone”

Early Bird Tickets $50 at EventBrite info@refugeechoir.org
Sat Mar 30

10:30
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Electric Vehicles: Why Now? Registra on Reqd.
Cityo acoma.org/workshops

10511 Peacock Hill Ave.
Gig Harbor

Pacific Grill Event Center
1530 Pacific Ave. ‐ Tacoma
Envirohouse
3520 S. Mullen St. Tacoma
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