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Can you volunteer a few hours of your
time to help at the State Convention?
Looking Back— Moving Forward
Washington State League Convention
Murano Hotel
June 6 thru June 9
Although the Convention is a Statewide League event, our Pierce County League is the host
organization. We have done much of the planning and are also providing volunteer support.
Volunteers will be able to attend the programming during their shift at no charge. If you can
help out, please contact Ruth Ann Hatchett, our Coordinator at ruthann6257@msn.com
There is a Pre-Convention Reception on Thursday, June 6th from 5 - 7 at the State History
Museum in downtown Tacoma. It will include Wine, Hors d’oevres, Suffragist entertainment
and the LWV Citizen of the Year Award. For tickets Click here. The formal start of the Convention will be on Friday morning at 9 am in the Pavilion at the Murano Hotel.
You can register for the Convention or a portion of it by Clicking Here.
See more about the Convention Process on page 8
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Thanks to everyone who
Donated Books for our
“Fill the Swag Bags”
Challenge
As part of an overall eco‐sensi ve
theme for this State Conven on,
we’ve chosen reusable swag bags. And our gi to each
Conven on par cipant is a “pre‐loved” book that was either
wri en by a woman author or is about women and their
successes. Thanks to everyone who shared their treasures.
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In the Units
May Unit Mee ngs ‐ Unit Choice
May is Unit Choice month when each Unit undertakes a program of par cular interest to its own mem‐
bers. The Virtual Unit program will be on Post‐Census Redistric ng. The Tacoma Unit program will
feature City Councilwoman Lillian Hunter on Tacoma Libraries and also a discussion of changes to city
recycling program. The Southwest Pierce mee ng will be on climate change, with informa on from
Lucinda Wingard and Marianne Seifert of our new Climate Ac on Commi ee. The East Pierce Unit will
be looking at Low Income Housing Advocacy with Chris Beal and Ted Brackman, a homeless advocate in
Puyallup. The Gig Harbor‐Key Peninsula Unit will hold a joint mee ng with the South Kitsap League,
their partners in Legisla ve District 26. For more details about the program in your Unit, please contact
your Unit Leader, listed below.

Mark Your Calendar for our 2019 Annual Mee ng—June 15th
We will hold our Annual Mee ng on Saturday, June 15 at the First United Methodist Church in the

downstairs Fellowship Hall. We will elect new Oﬃcers and Board Members, vote on next year’s
budget, modify or reaﬃrm By‐Laws and Policies and hear reports from our 2019 programs. We’ll also
start planning for the 2019‐2020 Fiscal Year ‐ our Centennial Year— that starts on July 1. There are no
Unit Mee ngs in June.

News from the Units:

July & August

Unit mee ngs are suspended June through August and will resume in September, star ng with the Vir‐

tual Unit mee ng on Wednesday, September 11. Other League ac vi es remain alive and well during
the Summer months, including the primary Candidate Forums leading up to November’s municipal,
Park, Port and School Board elec ons.
Also we say a much‐deserved Thank You and Farewell to Wendes Jones, who has been our Tacoma Unit
Leader for the last 2 years. She is moving to Tennessee. Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow is the Ac ng Unit Leader;
Dorothy McBride will take over the permanent spot this Summer.

When and Where do our Units Meet each Month?
2nd Wednesday
6:30 ‐ 8:30 pm
Virtual Mee ng

2nd Thursday
1:00 ‐ 3:00
Tacoma Mee ng

2nd Friday
10:00 ‐ Noon
Southwest Pierce

2nd Saturday
10:00 ‐ Noon
East Pierce

h ps://zoom.us
Click on "Join Mtg"
Mee ng code:
306‐690‐395

N. Tacoma Police
Substa on
5140 N. 26th St

Steilacoom
Community Ctr.
2301 Worthington

Puyallup Library
324 S. Meridian

Contact:
Lyz Kurnitz‐Thurlow,
Ac ng Leader
lyzkurnitz@harbornet.
com

Contact:
Chris e Perkins
edadvocate@me. com

Contact:
Alison McCaﬀree
alison.mccaﬀree
@ stanfordalumni.org
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Contact:
Paula Eismann
peismann60@
comcast.net

3rd Saturday
10:30 ‐ 12:30
Gig Harbor‐
Key Peninsula
Herons Key
4340 Borgen Blvd.
Gig Harbor North
Contact:
Julie Oﬀner
oﬀner.julie@
gmail.com
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Message from our President: Cynthia Stewart
In the last few President’s messages, I have wri en about the tradi ons and cele‐
bra ons of that month and how it relates to the League of Women Voters. The
month of May is tough. It seems to be “take care of yourself” month. Here are
some of the designa ons: Be er Hearing Month and Awareness Months for ALS,
Celiac, Mental Health and Stroke. That is a powerful combina on, and there is
probably even more.
Since this is my last message for this term, and before summer, the best thing I
can do is suggest that a er the intensity of the last two years, that you take a
break! Take care of yourselves. Recognize the great work you’ve done and know that the community ap‐
preciates you.
Thank you to all who have worked so hard on unit mee ngs, forums, program planning, voter registra on
and more. Take a break this month so we can come back full speed ahead for the June Conven on, July
candidate forums and so much more in the Fall.
As we move forward together, though, let’s not forget how lucky most of us are to not have had strokes,
ALS and celiac disease; and to have good mental health. As a group, we are very fortunate.
Thank you for what you’ve done all year. And thank you for what you will contribute anew a er a break.

We Welcome new League Members
Joy Stanford
Ashley Chambers

Laura Gruse
Susan Sharp

Marilouise Petersen.
We thank Mary Kohli for her Educa on Fund gi
In Memory of Margaret Michaud

And we thank the following members for their gi s to the
Educa on Fund in Support of the LWV Centennial Kick‐oﬀ
and Ci zen of the Year recep on.
Nancy Dahl

Charlene Franz

Roxanne Miles

Julie Offner

Judy Payne

Sharon Peace-Doane

Nancy Pearson

Christie Perkins

Ginny Peterson

Jackie Skaught
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Observer Corps Report Highlights
March—April, 2019
Our Observer Corps volunteers attend local government meetings, follow government actions and provide
written
reports on what is happening in our Pierce County area. To find out more or
join the Observer Corps, contact Coordinator Paula Eismann at
peismann60@comcast.net
Click on Any Title to Read the Full Report on our Web site

Pierce County Council —April 2 by Lydia Zepeda
Full Agenda with ac on on a variety of Proposals, Appointments, Land and Sanitary improvements. Major discussion on cre‐
a ng a large, diverse (19 member) Advisory Board whose mission would be
to advise the Council on pro‐social, evidence
based approaches to early human development (ages birth to 25) Priori ze Best Prac ces and Cross Coordina on to Improve
Child and Family Outcomes
in Pierce County. Focus on long‐range plan including programs with families, early child‐
hood educa on, schools, etc.

Puyallup Council—March 26 by Nancy Dahl
Council awarded management contract for Farmers Markets, Meeker Days, etc. to the Puyallup Main Street Assn, the long‐
me contractor. Much discussion and debate on the new land use standards including issues surrounding Auxiliary Dwelling
Units. Other housekeeping issues. Nancy believes it would be desirable to have representa ves of the League in some of the
Aﬀordable Housing discussion groups men oned in Council members’ reports.

May Member Spotlight

Lisa Yelvington

Lisa was born and raised in Michigan and arrived in the Pacific
Northwest in 1991 by way of the East Coast and Chicago. She
settled in NE Tacoma in 1995 with her husband to raise their two
children, both now in college. Currently she works for Health
Catalyst, a start-up that focuses on using data and professional
services to drive health outcome improvements.
Lisa loves bicycling and also enjoys cooking, travel, reading and
a bit of gardening as long as they don’t interfere with the cycling.
She’s ridden in MultiCare’s Courage Ride for 6 years raising
money for Mary Bridge Hospital. The race involves riding over
Snoqualmie, Blewett and Stevens Passes in 3 days. Her challenge this August will be the RSVP, Ride Seattle to Vancouver
then Party.
Lisa became interested in LWV after reading about gerrymandering. She joined the League to channel her political frustration
after the 2016 election. Although there are many worthy causes
and political organizations, Lisa chose the League after realizing
she couldn’t champion or fund all of them. The LWV’s focus on
fighting for voter’s rights and equitable voter representation really
appealed to her. Her particular issues are registering voters, gerrymandering, protecting free speech, and educating high school
kids about importance of voting.
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Calendar of League Events May & June 2019
May 2019
Wed May 1

6‐8:30 pm

Tacoma City Club Dinner discussion:
Preserving Local Journalism, co‐sponsored
by City Club and T‐PC League
Tickets $10‐30 through Eventbrite.com

Marshall Hall
University of Puget Sound
1500 N. Warner St. , Tacoma

Thu May 2

2:30‐ 4

Book Discussion Group:
The Soloist by Steve Lopez
Also choosing books for next several months For
info: nancy.dahl@comcast.net

So. Tacoma Branch Library,
3411 S. 56th St, Tacoma

Wed May 8

6:30‐8:30

Virtual Unit Mee ng [Redistric ng]

See In the Units, page 2

Thu May 9

1:00‐3:00

Tacoma Unit Mee ng
[Libraries and Changes to City Recycling]

N. Tacoma Police Substa on

Fri May 10

10:00 ‐
noon
10:00 ‐
noon
10:30‐
12:30

South West Pierce Unit Mee ng [Climate
Change]

Steilacoom Community Center

East Pierce Unit mee ng [Homelessness and
Housing in Puyallup area]

Puyallup Library

Gig Harbor Unit Mee ng [Joint mee ng with
South Kitsap League on Leg. Dist. 26]

Herons Key ‐ Anchor Room

2:00

Board Mee ng

League Oﬃce

Thu June 6

2:30‐ 4

Book Discussion Group:
White Fragility: by Robin DeAngelo
Why It’s
so hard for white people to talk about Racism

Thu Jun 6

5 to 7 pm

Sat May 11
Sat May 18
Thu May 23

JUNE 2019

Washington

Pierce County League Kickoff
Reception and Awards
June 7‐9

So. Tacoma Branch Library,
3411 S. 56th St, Tacoma

Washington League

State
History Museum
Hotel Murano
Tacoma

of Women Voters
2019 State Conven on
Sat June 15

9 am‐2pm

Pierce County League

Fellowship Hall
First United Methodist Church—
Tacoma

Thu June 20

2 pm

Board Mee ng

League Oﬃce

The Voter May 2019

Page 5

Our Commi ees:
As we look forward to our June 15th Annual Mee ng, this column starts with some background about how Com‐
mi ees get started and move from iden fying things that government should do be er, through studying the prob‐
lems then crea ng Ac on Plans to improve the situa ons. The League calls this process Study‐Consensus‐Ac on.
At our all‐member December Program Mee ng, members iden fied two topics to explore further, Preserving Local
Journalism and Aﬀordable Housing. They also iden fied a third topic, Climate Change, for which members felt the
League could move straight to Ac on, based on an already‐exis ng League Posi on. But before Commi ees are able
to become part of our oﬃcial apparatus, there are some formali es. Their ini al proposals and the “Plans of Work” to
fulfill the proposals must be approved and voted on by the Board and by League membership. The Board discussed
and approved undertaking these three proposals at their April mee ng. Members will discuss and vote on the pro‐
posals at the Annual Mee ng.
So what was happening between December and June? Interested members formed themselves into three Com‐
mi ees to work in these three areas. They spent several months looking more closely into their topics: how they
aﬀect Pierce County, what data is available, who else is working on this problem, etc. Each group then wrote a formal
proposal (what they thought needed to be included in the Study and why) and submi ed it—including a Plan of
Work— to the Board of Directors. The full text of Board‐approved proposals are printed in the Annual Mee ng Book
that’s mailed to all members before the June 15 event. The objec ve is for you to be ready to discuss and vote on
whether the League should undertake these studies. Please take me to read the study proposals from the Local
Journalism and Aﬀordable Housing Commi ees and the Ac on proposal from the Climate Change Commi ee in the
Annual Mee ng Booklet.

Instead of duplica ng those proposals here, we’re using our space this month to update you on some com‐
munity‐based work around Local Journalism and Aﬀordable Housing.
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Commi ees (cont.)
Update on the Tacoma-Pierce County
Affordable Housing Consortium from the
League’s Representative, Terri Baker
The Affordable Housing Consortium (AHC) is one of several community consortia the League of Women Voters of Tacoma-Pierce
County belongs to. The AHC Advocacy Committee met on April 24 to
discuss a variety of issues. One of those is the set of three lawsuits involving the organization Homeward Bound in Puyallup. Issues revolve
around the location and management of the homeless and refusal of
access to public records.
Other issues include: 1. interest in a poll to determine whether Tacoma is ready for an affordable housing
property tax levy, 2. the possibility that the Pierce County Council might again vote on a one-tenth of one percent sales tax for mental health, and 3. working to assure that affordable housing is properly included in the
local Comprehensive Plans.
AHC advocacy plans for the year include: possible forum on affordable housing for non-Tacoma areas of the
county, contact with each council representative by AHC members, learn which Comprehensive Plans are being redone this year and evaluate their inclusion of plans for Affordable Housing, and working with the City
of Fife to prepare for expected growth related to the Sound Transit extension.

Finance & Sustainability Committee
The Budget Commi ee presented their proposed 2019‐2020 Fiscal Year Budget at the
League’s April Board mee ng. The Board reviewed and approved placing the budget in
front of the June 15 Annual Mee ng for a vote by the membership.
The Finance & Sustainability Commi ee unveiled a first dra of a 14‐page Financial Proce‐
dures Manual for the League which will be reviewed at the next Board mee ng. This represents many hours of
hard work and it is much appreciated.
Like all other non‐profit organiza ons, our League can’t operate without financial and human resources. While
we need a spending plan (the budget) we also need both an annual fund‐raising plan and the Volunteers to imple‐
ment it. Finance Commi ee members love numbers and crea ve ideas that help the League grow! The Com‐
mi ee meets every other month and includes both our Treasurers and at least two other Board members. Group
members work on the projects they are most interested in. To learn more, contact Roxanne Miles at milespur‐
pose2@comcast.net.
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May To Do List:
1. Register for State Convention
2. Buy Ticket for Thursday
Night Kickoff at Museum
3. Call Ruth Ann and Sign up
to volunteer
Only six weeks to go un

l the Washington State League Conven on. It starts on the evening of Thursday,
June 6 with our Pierce County Awards Recep on at the State History Museum. Oﬃcial Conven on business begins
at 9:00 a.m. on Friday morning at the Murano Hotel and goes through noon on Sunday, June 9. You can register for
the Conven on here and book rooms in the Murano, if you’d like to stay there, at their special Conven on rate by
calling 877‐986‐8083. Order ckets for the Recep on here .

Each Washington League will be sending oﬃcial delegates plus other members. The number of Delegates is propor‐
onal to member numbers. Oﬃcial Delegates are charged with vo ng on items of State League business on behalf
of their local League. Other delegates are able to par cipate in all of the mee ngs, workshops, meals, and hear all
the speakers.
History Commi ees from each local League have been searching their files and will bring display pieces to share
with par cipants. Our History Commi ee is doing the same. Our history goes back all 100 years of the Na onal
League and 10 years farther when the Na onal Council of Women Voters was formed in Tacoma under Suﬀragist
organizer Emma Smith DeVoe.
While our local Conven on Commi ee has worked out arrangements for mee ng space,
banquet speakers and special events, a parallel group at LWVWA has been planning the
Business and Educa onal programming. There will be Plenary Sessions that involve every‐
one who registers and also 16 diﬀerent Workshop in 4 single‐subject “tracks.” For more
informa on about the program and speakers, look for the LWVWA This Week in League for
April 23, an email sent to all our members.
This will be fun. In addi on to the oﬃcial sessions and work‐
shops there will be a Quilt Raﬄe featuring the ar stry of our
own Bobbie Fletcher, surprises in the Swag Bags, free books
from our community partners at WILLO, and the Pink Tea.
The theme of our Conven on is Looking Back - Moving Forward. A er 100 years we need to take a bit of me to look at how far we have come
and how the League of Women Voters has improved our communi es and the lives of
our ci zens. Then we can begin to plan what the League wants to accomplish in our
second hundred years.
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News You Can Use
Candidate Forums start in July for 2019 elections .

The current Elec on Cycle ends this week with the
Cer fica on of a school funding vote in Fircrest. The next Elec on Cycle starts almost immediately. Because 2019 is
an odd‐numbered year, the November elec ons are for city oﬃces, Park and School Districts and the Port of Tacoma.
The Primary elec on is in August and Candidate Forums for the Primaries will start in July. Our League will be in‐
volved in facilita ng many of the Forums and organizing others. These are a cri cal segment of the League’s Voter
Services. The best way to learn more is to help out at one or more of the Forums. Contact Ruth Ann Hatche ,
ruthann6257@msn.com, to get connected to the Forum Commi ee.

Be watching your Mail Box for the Annual Meeting Book. It should arrive around May 10. Our League
By-Laws require that members receive printed text of all issues that will come before the Annual Meeting for a vote.
The Book lists the recommended slate of Officers and Board members for the 2019-2010, has information about the
proposed annual budget, has the text of Study and Action proposals that need to be approved by members plus by-law
changes, reaffirmation, and many others. You will enjoy the Annual Meeting much more if you are already acquainted
with the issues that will come before it.

This issue is the last Voter of the Regular Year. The next one (about July 4) will be our Summer Issue, focusing on July and August events including Candidate Forums and the August Primary elections as well as outcomes from the State League Convention and our Annual Meeting. Regular Issues will resume in September.
We’ll keep you aware of important news with every-member email messages as we have in the past.
The deadline to submit articles and information for the Summer Issue is July 1. The Deadline for the September Issue
is August 18 (We usually publish the Sept issue a little early) Please send stories, articles and announcements about
your projects and events to Ginny Peterson, Editor, at ginnypete_1897@msn.com.
As we move into the League’s Centennial year, we especially appreciate information, photos and stories about League
history and things our League has done in years past. The first installment of this history project is a set of reminiscences from long time member Jo Weiss - who just turned 101. See her article on page 12.

You might notice that there is no Book Review this month. If you’ve read a
book you think other League members would enjoy too, please share it with us
by writing up a short review and sending it to Nancy Dahl. The Voter appreciates and depends on content from everyone, including you.

Wanted: Coordinator for Nonpartisan Ballot Processing Observers: 2019-20 Election cycle
Last year the Auditor asked our League to organize nonpartisan ballot processing observers for Pierce County elections. Our team, under Coordinator Sharon Wilhelm, has been very successful this year. Sharon’s term ends in late
April when the Special Election is certified. We appreciate her hard work and are looking for a coordinator to take
over for the 2019 elections. Observer training is provided by Office of Elections personnel. 2019 elections start with
the August Primaries. Sharon will be available to answer questions and provide coaching for the new Coordinator. Contact Ruth Ann Hatchett , ruthann6257@msn.com if you are interested in learning more about this volunteer opportunity.
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Highlights of the April 18, 2019 Board Meeting
Julie Offner, Secretary

Finances: Treasurer Sharon Peace-Doane reported on March income and expenses. Two new members
joined in April including one student. We are now up to 153 members. Office equipment purchases included printer cartridge and ethernet cards. The value of our Vanguard account is up three percent, erasing earlier losses.
Voter Services: President Cynthia Stewart updated the Board on the progress of an NAACP proposal to
jointly develop a voter registration, engagement and voting initiative for students. The effort will not
get underway until Fall. The project will engage youth in three ways: a competition to develop a PSA to
engage young adults in the voting process; register students to vote; and a challenge to schools to
achieve 100% voting participation. There will be a prize for competition winners.
The Board discussed a proposal to have a booth for voter registration at Lakewood’s Summerfest. Board members opined that these events have not been very productive for voter registration and
engagement as we are often competing with other groups who are also registering voters. It was suggested that we reach out to Boys & Girls Clubs and Evergreen College. It was also recommended that we
research areas with low voter registration and target them.
Lyz Kurnitz-Thurlow reported that there will be a number of Candidate Forums this year. We
will take the lead on some; other Forums will be organized by other entities/organizations. At all forums, we should have a donation barrel. Lyz indicated that she continues to work with TV Tacoma for
Tacoma forums. She has suggested that they not hold forums when a primary is uncontested.
Advocacy: Legislative advocacy efforts have focused on mental health and housing. The legislature has
passed a bill allowing a portion of the state sales tax to be retained for affordable housing, and a larger
amount if the jurisdiction has passed the one-tenth of 1 percent local option sales tax for mental health
or for supportive housing (two separate taxes). Pierce County has not adopted either of those taxes.
Nancy Dahl is exploring collaboration with the Puyallup Coalition to End Homelessness. They are interested in holding a forum similar to the one we held last year.
Program Planning Progress: Each team working on local studies, Preserving Local Journalism and the
Proposal to Update Affordable Housing Study, prepared an outlook for work. The Board suggested
wording and formatting changes and approved moving these forward for the membership to consider at
the Annual Meeting. The Climate Change Action Team submitted a proposal for a Climate Change
Symposium and a recommendation to amend our Biodiversity Conservation Position, substituting the
words multiple threats of climate change for natural disasters. The Board voted to recommend that the
membership ratify these changes and endorsed convening a symposium.
Finance & Sustainability: Roxanne Miles reviewed the Budget Committee’s revised 2019-2020 budget
proposal per suggestions made at the March meeting. The Board concurred with the revisions and
agreed that it be submitted to the general membership for approval at the June Annual Meeting.
Roxanne reported on the results of the member survey regarding fundraising baskets at our meetings.
There was no consensus but given the considerable expenses incurred making the baskets, the Finance
Committee recommends that the primary objective at the annual meeting should be to focus on business.
The Board concurred with this recommendation.
Annual Meeting: Plans are underway for the Annual Meeting on June 15. Pierce County’s new Prosecuting Attorney, Mary Robnett, has been confirmed as our keynote speaker. The Board accepted the report of the Nominating Committee. Amendments to the bylaws will be proposed to the Annual Meeting
relative to the Executive Committee and conducting financial business. Other changes relate to Financial Administration requiring Board approval of unbudgeted items in excess of $600. Lastly, the Board
will be authorized to designate the price of dues for Student Members.
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Our Community Partners' May, June & July Events
Date

Time

Event and Sponsor

Loca on

Mondays thru 11 am to
4 pm
Saturdays
un l Sept 7

Tacoma’s Women of Des ny
A Free Display of Tacoma’s Womens’ HERstory
at the Tacoma Historical Society downtown museum

Tacoma Historical Society
919 Pacific Ave, Tacoma

Thu May 2

6 pm

NAACP Fundraiser
Tickets $15
Amazing Grace: Aretha Franklin Biographic Film
Movie, Discussion, Dessert
Info call 253‐273‐2999

Grand Theater
606 Fawce —Downtown Tacoma

Fri May 10

6 pm

Meaningful Movies, Gig Harbor ‐ Free Film
Zapped: Living with wireless Technology
Discussion follows

Agnus Dei Church
11051 Peacock Hill Rd.
Gig Harbor

Fri May 17

7 –9:30 pm

Meaningful Movies, Tacoma ‐ Free Film
Movie Title not Available at Press Time

Center for Spiritual Living
206 North J Street, Tacoma

Wed Jun 5

10 am

Coﬀee with Tacoma Mayor Victoria Woodards
BYOC (Buy your own Coﬀee!)

Bella La e
6450 Tacoma Mall Blvd.

Fri Jun 14

6 pm

Meaningful Movies, Gig Harbor ‐ Free Film
Movie Title not Available at Press Time

Fri Jun 21

7—9:30 pm

Meaningful Movies, Tacoma ‐ Free Film
Movie Title not Available at Press Time

Agnus Dei Church
11051 Peacock Hill Rd.
Gig Harbor
Center for Spiritual Living
206 North J Street, Tacoma

June Events

July Events
Sat July 13

1:15 pm
Shotgun start

Thur July 18

5 pm
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Golf Tournament Fundraiser for Clover Park Tech. College
Scramble fore Students
Info or Reg friendsofcloverpark.com/scrambleforestudents
Contact them Early for Sponsorship Opportuni es
Coﬀee with Tacoma Mayor Victoria Woodards
BYOC (Buy your own Coﬀee!)

High Cedars Golf Course
Or ng

Bertolino’s
421 South Union Ave
Tacoma
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The Last Word: Our League History
A Long-Time Member Reminisces by Jo Weiss
Jo at her recent 101st Birthday Party
I have no inten on of telling my age, but I a ended my first mee ng of the League in the early
1950s. My husband and I, with our two babies, had just moved from Sea le to Tacoma in 1949. I
was a stay‐at‐home mother who needed to get away from babies and use my intellect.
One day the League posted a no ce in the paper of a luncheon mee ng at the Top of the Ocean Restaurant (before it burned
down one night). The subject to be discussed was the United Na ons. In those years, a er the war, the United Na ons and
foreign aﬀairs were subjects of much interest. I had followed the forma on of the United Na ons and its progress since
President Roosevelt’s first declara on. I was delighted to learn that the League supported the United Na ons.
This was my contact with the League and I was warmly welcomed by President Helen Sohlberg and other Members. The
women with whom I sat were gracious and expressed interest in my views, too. And I learned that there were other issues
and current events on the League’s agenda. I became a Member that day. When I told my husband that I had joined the
League, he was so pleased he told me: “Tomorrow I will go out and buy you a car, and I will pay for the babysi ers!!!”
The Units in those days met twice a month; we met at Gen Grant’s home. I remember one me when Gen was absent. We
thought nothing about it; perhaps she was on a trip. Imagine our surprise when, in the middle of a serious discussion, we
found out that Gen had just given birth to a baby in an upstairs bedroom.
And speaking of babies, Ruth Kors became President when she was expec ng her fi h baby. Board mee ngs were held in
her home. Since she had no “in house” babysi er, we held babies in our laps. We helped Ruth feed the children and pre‐
pare them for naps a er the mee ngs.
I served on the Board under many presidents as Voter Service, Finance Drive, and Membership chair. For the Finance Drive
we en ced volunteers to take part by invi ng them to lunch a er they had finished visi ng prospects. We made our goal
that day.
Evelyn Kelly and I s ll laugh about the me we were so absorbed in a project at the old City Hall that we lost track of me. It
was a er hours and the building was in lockdown. We could imagine the headline in the paper the next day: “League Mem‐
bers spent the night in County jail.” Somehow we were rescued before that happened.
When I was Voter Service chair, a young man, lavish in his praise of the League, wrote me that he wished to be a good ci zen
and vote in the elec on. He needed to register, but it was impossible for him to travel right now. Could I come to his place of
residence, please? The address he posted seemed innocent – not far from the Tacoma Public Library. What a surprise it was
when I found “his place of residence“ was the county jail! He was serving a sentence for armed robbery in the “Big House.”
No wonder he couldn’t vote.
The League’s posi on on foreign policy has brought me full circle. I have been very fortunate to travel with Gwen Erwood, a
League member from California. Her tour company provides ready‐made opportuni es for members and non‐members on
trips to exo c countries. We enjoy seeing the usual (and o en the unusual) tourist spots. But we are serious travelers, too.
As women we are a part of a global sisterhood. We share mutual interest in the environment, educa on, social and
health issues, government, and women’s rights. We are all looking for solu ons to our problems. We consider ourselves
“ambassadors of good will.” So we visit schools (we recently met students at the American University in Beirut, Lebanon),
government oﬃcials, feminist organiza ons, hospitals, and women’s art and cra centers. It is the people and their culture
that interests us, too.
I am proud of our [League’s] illustrious history – and that we are always in the learning mode. League ins lls in me a sense
of values and purpose. I have been changed, challenged and inspired by the dedicated women who are League members.
LEAGUE HAS MADE MY WORLD LARGER!
Wri en for the June/July 2011 Voter
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